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Good Afternoon its 1 pm, I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news, 

The Headlines

· Legislators endorse African Charter on Democracy.

· United Nations Dismisses reports of a plan to make South Sudan a UN Protectorate 

AND

· Disabled call for protective policy as the world commemorates the International Day for Persons with Disabilities 

The National Legislative Assembly has ratified the African charter on democracy, elections and governance, 2007. 

The charter signed by fifteen African countries, bans un-procedural transfer of power such as coups and recognizes peaceful and democratic processes. 

The Deputy Chairperson of legislation committee George Andrea Juma explains to MPs the content of the charter.

Clip………..Andrea 1

“It reaffirms Africa’s commitment to democracy and the rule of law it clearly opposed to unconstitutional change of government and provides in article 25 [5]a possible frame work of international persecution of people who forcefully take over government it further restates the principle of transparency and accountability in government and provide for the independent of the judiciary it reaffirms the dependency of the rule of law and calls on the state parties to initiate appropriate measure including legislative, executive and administrative actions”.

The President is expected to write to the African Union notifying the regional body of the country’s ratification. 

A ministerial team established to lobby against Western sanctions targeting South Sudan is scheduling meetings with the administration of US President Barrack Obama.  

The committee that left for Washington over the weekend is expected to hold meetings in the White House, the US Congress and various groups with interests in South Sudan.  

Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesperson, Ambassador Mawien Makol Arik says the delegation of 5 will carry a message that any sanctions imposed could hurt the peace process. 

Clip…………………….Mawien 2

“The message from president to President Obama is that instead people sanction South Sudan now it will better if the US government supports the government in these efforts. Especially after the summit that was held in Addis Ababa that paved the green light to the content of the peace. So we are wondering   hearing the government why these sanctions are again being hanging around the United States at the time when we are now at the steps to achieving peace in our country. All we need is to tell the government of United States that we need the support rather than sanctions.”  

The Troika grouping comprising the United States, the United Kingdom and Norway threatened sanctions on South Sudan over the slow progress of the peace process and continued violations of the cessation of hostilities agreement. 

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has dismissed as “false" media reports claiming the UN has a plan to place South Sudan into a trusteeship or protectorate - due to delays in the ongoing peace talks. 

In a statement released on Tuesday, the Secretary General said the UN has supported “the cause of self-determination” for South Sudan from the time of the 2005 Comprehensive PEACE Agreement through to the 2011 referendum and independence. UNMISS spokesperson Joseph Contreras says the reports are false.

Clip………Contreras UN protectorate 3

“It is not the first time that these rumors have surfaced but UNMISS wanted to set the record straight once and for all that there is no basis to such claims, that South Sudan ns a member state of the United Nations in good standing and that neither the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon nor UNMISS is aware of any plan or discussion of a plan to take such a step”. 

Today is the International Day for Persons with Disabilities. 

The day was set aside by the United Nations to raise awareness about the rights of persons with disabilities. 

In South Sudan, the Deputy Chairperson of the visually impaired union in Central Equatoria state, Edma Ariko Anthony is calling for the creation of a policy to protect the rights of the disabled. 

Ariko says the persons with disabilities are being denied employment opportunities. 

Clip………………..Ariko Anthony 4
Our society does not view the certificate you have or the degree you have, but they see the physical appearance, that’s why in most advertisements, they say ‘physically’ fit – that means that’s a barrier, PWDs are already eliminated. PWDs are capable they should not see the appearance of PWDs, we need to develop a disability policy which we have started with the Ministry of gender. Child and social welfare, few have been employed by either the government or private sector”
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A five year awareness campaign has been launched to draw attention to the need to eliminate gender based violence and Violence against women and children. 

The 2015-2020 campaign launched by the Reproductive Health Association will involve recruitment of volunteers to carry out continuous awareness campaigns across the country.  

Ruben Ladu, a health expert at the Reproductive Health Association says the camping is in line with achieving the Millennium Development goal of gender equality and empowerment of women by 2015. 

Clip………………………Ladu 5
“We decide campaign and this one we say we want end violence against women. We end violence against women we make sure that women must be empowered, and we make sure that we able to treat them equally, and whenever we look at this impact of war, we are realized that the must people who are much affected, either infected are the woman, because you see a woman running pregnant, a child been killed, and we are saying that as a family of RHASS we need to launch this aspect of violence against women, we say the gap between person who can assess quality health and the gap between someone who cannot  afford quality treatment must be bridge”.

Meanwhile the Central Equatoria State Human Rights Commission and the United Nations Mission has facilitated a Competition between secondary Schools in Juba on the 16 days of activism to eliminate violence against women and children.  

Out of nine participating schools, three schools namely Chinese friendship, Rajaf, and Juba Commercial Secondary school made emerged as the top three. 

The Chairperson for central Equatoria Human Rights Commission Simon Lomoro Philip says the students learned a lot.

Clip…………………Simon Lomoro 6
“This is been very good occasion and student really learned a lot, and am sure those who are very kind or knowing about human right they have Learned a lot and am sure when people are sensitized about human rights then maybe in the end people will know where to go when for example they are ……by problem things like gender biased violence violation agents women and general violation of human rights is very rampant in our country, so we are working in the central Equatoria Human Rights Commission to  sensitized people about their right”.

The Mayor of Wau Town has formed a committee to review procedures of revenue collection and the issuing of business licenses to promote better service delivery.

Mayor Arkangelo Anyar says the review aims at better regulating and increasing revenue collection to generate more resources to fund projects to develop the town. 

Roll clip…………………..Arkangelo Anyar 7

“We formed a committee to review these things. When we issue licenses we do it to organize, for example, you have building materials and food items, the prices you give to the license of a person like that is different from someone working in the bar selling alcohol. We issue license according to the policy of the Country so that the citizens know that the government is giving them protection. We will not tax high so that there will be no complain from the traders that we have put prices of commodities high because of high tax”. 

Sixty South Sudanese students are expected to travel to Addis Ababa Ethiopia today (Wednesday) to undertake science scholarships in pharmacy and engineering, offered by the Ethiopian government. 

The Director General for training and external relations in the Ministry of Education, Benjamin Gabriel Apai says preparations are complete for the students to travel.  

Clip ……………..Apai 8
“Today we are doing an orientation for students who are students travelling to Ethiopia probably they will be travelling tomorrow evening flight and next tomorrow because the number is quit big, these are students who are going particularly to do Bachelor Degrees in Engineering and Pharmacies and they are about sixty students and about ten post graduates though going to do masters and these are academic staffs from our public universities” 

We spoke with two of the students. 

Clip……………Voxpox of Student 9
“My expectation is so high because I think we are the people who are gone change this nation and build it for real that is what we are aiming for and we are gona do it, well my expectation is about this scholarship is that when we graduate we have to come and save our country as long as we are given this chance this is something very important it has never done before but it good that we are given this chance so we have to come back and save our nation”

The Director General says the Ministry is making arrangements for other students to travel for various scholarships.  

Preparations are expected to be completed by the 15th of this month.  

In regional news, Kenya’s Interior Minister has been dismissed hours after Somalia's armed group al-Shabab said its fighters had killed at least 36 people at a stone quarry in the northeastern city of Mandera.

President Uhuru Kenyatta sacked Joseph Ole Lenko and accepted the early retirement of the head of police - David Kimaiyo. 

President Kenyatta has named an opposition politician and retired army general, to be the new interior minister, in charge of security.

In a national televised addressed, the President said the government has invested heavily in terms of increasing recruitment of security personnel and improving their welfare but acknowledged weakness in the security architecture.

And in sports, the national kickboxing federation has announced the 2nd South Sudan cup tournament. 

The one-day event is scheduled to take place this Friday at the Nyakuron Cultural Center in Juba. 

The chairperson of the kickboxing federation Poro Okello says fighters will be coming in from Uganda, Kenya and Sudan.  

Okello says all is set for the competition.  

Clip…………….Poro Okello 10

“Well we are having kickboxing tournament  on the fifth of December ,its next Friday at Nyakuren cultural center I have the team from Uganda  already  arrive in Nimule and they are already here in the town and the main champion Mr. Denis romano  nyako he is the holder of south Sudan cup  now we are going to claim that cup by Abayok Daniel  Ateir, and also we have from Kenya , Kinsley mosaka is going to take over bader el din Adam  Mohamed from Sudan, the opening ceremony will be with karate self-defense place the rest of the shows”        
To end the news once again the main stories

· Legislators endorse African Charter on Democracy.

· United Nations Dismisses reports of a plan to make South Sudan a UN Protectorate 

AND

· Disabled call for protective policy as the world commemorates the International Day for Persons with Disabilities 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News, I am Susan Dokolo.
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