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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines:
· SPLA soldiers face trial for various crimes in Juba.

· Muslims dedicate Ramadhan to prayers for peace.  

· Education Ministry sources University scholarships for secondary school leavers 

More than ten SPLA soldiers are under trial on suspicion of committing various crimes in Juba.  

The soldiers are facing trial at an army court martial at the SPLA headquarters in Bilpham.  

Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says they were arrested in a joint security operation conducted in Juba over the past few days.

Aguer says they are believed to have been involved in the random shootings in the town.  

Philip Aguer: “The charges start with shooting at night and violations of some neighbours’ rights for tranquility and security so these are the charges.”

Meanwhile, security is continuing with a search operation for illegal arms in Juba.  

The operation includes house searches to rid the streets of illegal guns. 

 Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says the search which was launched just after the start of the crisis in December, will continue. 

Philip Aguer: “The arms search operation is a continuous programme as long as it has not achieved its objectives, and its objective is to make sure Juba is free of illegal firearms that are being used by criminals at night. The figure of guns collected is above 2000.”

The National Ministry of health is introducing a new vaccine to protect infants from five diseases.  

The five-in-one “pentavalent” vaccine safeguards children from diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, liver disease, pneumonia, meningitis and septicemia.  

It is administered in three doses to children under the age of one and replaces the three-in-one ‘trivalent’ vaccine that is currently in use.  

The new drug will officially be launched tomorrow (Tuesday). 

The director of immunization programmes, Dr. Anthony Laku says there are more benefits from the news vaccine.

Dr. Laku: “This five in one vaccine will protect children from Hepatitis B virus, or diseases that are related to Hepatitis B like lever cirrhosis carcinoma of the liver  cancer of the liver and other complication that are related to Hepatitis B. Of course symptoms known to the public are deep jaundice, leading to death mostly. Himopholus Influenzae type b will against bacterial pneumonia and meningitis, as well as infection of ears internal ears.”       

The number of cholera cases reported in the country has reached more than 1800.   

According to the latest report from the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization, nearly 300 of the cases are in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State.

The death toll there stands at 11. 

Radio Miraya broke the news last week that the Eastern Equatoria State government had reported an outbreak and was putting in place measures to try and stop the spread.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Muslims in Central Equatoria State are dedicating this Ramadan period to peace.  

The secretary general of the Muslim High Council in Central Equatoria, Salah Rajab says they will pray and fast for peace across the country.  

Rajab says the Council will provide daily breakfast to the Muslim community at the Juba town mosque.  

Salah Rajab: “We began this Ramadan when efforts are exerted in search of peace and stability in the country. That is why all Muslims countrywide and in the Central Equatoria State during this month will dedicate their prayers to God, peace and security. Ramadan remains us of values of solidarity and social peace as the true values for humanity. We as   people of South Sudan want to reflect the meanings of social peace and let us make it a big drive for peace among us”.

Muslims started the Holy fasting month of Ramadhan on Sunday.  Radio Miraya caught up with some Muslims in Juba.  

Vox pop 

· “I wish good to the people of South Sudan during this month of Ramadan .This Ramadan comes when the weather is beautiful and this is our luck. I wish GOD will help us to spend this month comfortably and we ask GOD to end our problems. Our prayer is for our people to unite.”
· “I wish all Muslims fasting in South Sudan happy fasting. Frankly speaking, I have good feelings that this year people will enjoy IDD. This is the year which witnessed problems. All these contradictions give me the feeling of Good Ramadan this year.”  

· “In fact this Ramadan is good and the climate is not hot.  I hope success to all. It is known Ramadan is the month of repentance, forgiveness and good work.”  

The Education Ministry is sourcing scholarships for students who cannot be absorbed into public universities.  

The Deputy Minister of Education, Bol Makueng, says they are in discussions with six countries to enroll the students who are not admitted into the five public universities.  

Makueng says the 13,000 students currently sitting their senior secondary school examinations should be supported to continue with their education.  

Bol Makueng: “In fact, we have made adequate arrangements to see to it that the students again do not stay at home without going to the universities, because that frustrates them and also frustrates those who are coming behind them. We are going to have the five public universities opened and we have also consulted with about six countries that will give us scholarships for those that will not be absorbed by the national universities. And if these children pass, they will do the boxing and we will do the admission here. Those who will not be able to get admitted into the national universities will also find opportunities to study abroad. We are going to do admission in the next two weeks and also we are going to provide them with scholarships.”

In regional news
Lamu Governor Issa Timamy, who is facing charges of terrorism and murder, has been released on bail.

He was arrested last week in connection with the killings earlier this month in the town of Mpeketoni and nearby villages. 

According to media reports High Court Judge Martin Muya ruled there were "no grounds to continue detaining him in custody," and released Timamy on bail of Sh5 million. 

Prosecution lawyer Alexander Muteti said the governor was "being investigated for the offence of murder, forcible transfer of populations and terrorism related offences." 

And in sports:
The Nigerian side is due to take on France in the next one hour, just days after the team boycotted training over their bonuses.  

The Super Eagles refused to train on Thursday; prompting Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan to give his personal assurance they would be paid. 

Midfielder John Mikel Obi however says the row will not affect the team in today’s game. 

Meanwhile, in the later game, the Algerian side takes on Germany.  

The Algerians will be looking to avenge the score after they were knocked out of the finals in 1982 by the then West Germany.

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· SPLA soldiers face trial for various crimes in Juba.

· Muslims dedicate Ramadan to prayers for peace.  

· Education Ministry sources University scholarships for secondary school leavers 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for Listening.
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