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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo      
The Headlines
· President Salva Kiir in Equatorial Guinea for the African Union Summit.  

· Maintenance work launched at Juba International airport 

· Eastern Equatoria State reports cholera cases
President Salva Kiir Mayardit has travelled to Equatorial Guinea to attend the African Union Summit.  

The 2-day meeting has been convened under the theme “Agriculture and Food Security in Africa”. 

The Minister in the Office of the President, Awan Gol Riek says the President will use the summit to advocate for food security in South Sudan to reduce dependence on humanitarian aid.

Awan Gol Riek: “Security is not only in human protection but that also involves food security as part of the factors that we know if not well taken care of, also takes many lives. So that will be such discussion on food security and we have launched. That will be a great opportunity for us to see that the country is stable and South Sudan is a basket of bread can be seen in Africa as real delivering instead of staying as reliability.”

The Government negotiation team has returned to Juba after IGAD mediators adjourned peace talks with the opposition in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

The talks were adjourned on Monday after the opposition delegation made fresh demands, calling for the stakeholders to be kept out of the direct discussions.  

The next round of talks is expected to resume on the 1st of July.

Maintenance work has started at Juba International Airport.  

Minor repairs will be done from 4 o’clock in the afternoon to 7 o’clock in the morning over the next six days. 

The manager of the airport, Kur Kuol Ajieu says the work will not affect flights.

Kur Kuol says the maintenance will mainly involve filling of potholes along the runway.  

Kur Kuol Ajieu: “It's not a major maintenance. We will just fill pot-holes on the runway. The major maintenance will   start. The real maintenance for Juba International Airport is after Independence Day but the launching maybe starting before that. But the real work will start after the ninth of July. The public will see the equipment. For now, it’s something temporary but will not affect the domestic and international (schedules) because some flights come once a day.”

The government has asked for support to ensure children are not recruited into the army.  

On Monday President Kiir recommitted the government to ensuring children are not involved in conflict.  

The visiting UN special representative of children and armed conflict, Leila Zerrougui says implementation of the support starts immediately. 

Leila Zerrougui: “For the government I think that we start the implementation today. That is what they said. They would like the UN to provide them with the support to check where the violation is going, and to work together and to end the violation at any place.”
Meanwhile, Irina Bokova, the Director General of UN cultural organization UNESCO says girl-child education should remain a priority, even during the period of conflict. 

Irin Bokova: “The illiteracy rate is one of the highest in the World, so education for girls; this is one of the best investments the country can make. It will prevent early marriages; early pregnancies, HIV/AIDS and it will help communities, help to raise their families.”

Health authorities in Eastern Equatoria say they have confirmed more than 100 cases of cholera.  

The State Minister of Health Dr. Margaret Ditto Leonardo says the cases including 26 children have been reported in Torit.  

Itto says the State Ministry of health is working with UN agencies and NGOs to handle the cases. 

She says an emergency committee has also been formed.  

Dr. Margaret Itto: “What we are managing now, is not just acute watery diarrhea, but we are managing cholera, so what we have done is we are working as a team. Since we received the first case, we formed a task force and now we have an emergency response team and we are isolating the cases. We have also established a cholera treatment center at the hospital and also at the community level we have set up groups of health personnel who are also providing chlorine house to house and doing also community education, plus also the media”. 
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A court has been established at the IDP camp in Awerial camp in Lakes State. 
Awerial is hosting up to 100,000 displaced persons who fled fighting in Jonglei.  

Awerial County Commissioner, Deng Tong says the court is manned by the local chief of the IDP community and handles minor cases.  

Deng Tong: “If the host community is having a problem with somebody from Jonglei,  than then case is taken to Jonglei court, If Jonglei person is complaining then the case is taken to host community local court. If there are serious problems, we have a county judge. Those are the avenues of resolving peacefully between the communities. If there are serious cases, we advise both IDPs and the host community to channel all the cases to the police.”
Meanwhile, the IDPs have started thriving businesses within Awerial.  

Commissioner Deng Tong says the host communities are co-operating with the IDPs to ensure they earn some income for their upkeep.  

Authorities of Nagero County in Western Equatoria State say they are hosting an influx of more than two thousand internally displaced persons and returnees.  

The State Relief and Rehabilitation Commission says many of the IDPs arrived in April, after SPLA soldiers defected from the Mapel army base in Western Bahr el-Ghazal State.  

The Commission’s Deputy Secretary in the State, Simon Peter Bazia says the IDPs are mainly women and children, in need of food and shelter.

Simon Peter Bazia: “Those IDPs; most of them ran from Wau and they did not receive any support from WFP till now. The number of IDPs and returnees in Nagero which (goes up to) 2052 settled in Nagero town including Namutina Payam and did not receive any assistance; just a little support from Red Cross.”
A team from the Central Equatoria State Professional Teachers Union is meeting with teachers across the State to interact and assess their working conditions.  

The seven-man team, currently in Kajo-Keji, has identified untimely payment of salaries as a major hindrance affecting teachers’ performance.  
The Chairperson of the Central Equatoria State Professional Teachers union, Peter Lodu Tombe highlights more of their observations

Peter Lodu Tombe: “(There is a) problem of promotion. People have stayed in one grade for a long time without being promoted. The issue of increment of pay … is supposed to be done every year, (but) this has not been happening. There (is) the issue of long distances to the place of work and there many others the issues (like) training (and) the issue of text books for them to use in the class. Then the different curriculum which (is another challenge) they are also facing because so far now there is no unified curriculum.”
In regional news

A conference to find ways of disposing resources with minimum harm to the environment has opened in Nairobi, Kenya.  

The one week conference has attracted more than 1,200 participants including government delegates, stakeholders, scientists, business leaders and civil society representatives.

Naysan Sahba is the Director for Communications and Public Information at the United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP.

Sahba says they are hoping some big commitments will be made at the meeting.  

Naysan Sahba: “Hopefully this week is a week in which key decisions will be made but also an opportunity for debate, for dialogue, for the presentation of cutting edge science, cutting edge research -all of which is crucial in terms of informing policy- innovations, the voice of stakeholders, civil society, the private sector, you get the holistic sense of just what it means to advance the environmental agenda in a meaningful way." 

Un Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is expected to attend the closing of the meeting on Friday.

And in yesterday’s World cup games, Ivory Coast have been knocked out of the tournament after a 2-1 defeat to Greece.

Greece next face Costa Rica in the second round on Sunday. 

In other games, England and Costa Rica ended in a goalless draw, while Japan were knocked out after being beaten 4-1 by Colombia, which moves onto the next round. 

Meanwhile 4 time title holders Italy were sent crashing out after a 1-nil defeat to Uruguay. 

The match saw Uruguay’s Luis Suarez hit with a FIFA disciplinary charge he appeared to bite Italian player, Giorgio Chiellini.  

In today’s games, Nigeria take on Argentina at 7pm, at the same time Bosnia-Hercegovina will meet Iran.  

Later at midnight, Ecuador face France and Honduras meet Switzerland. 

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· President Salva Kiir in Equatorial Guinea for the African Union Summit.  

· Maintenance work launched at Juba International airport 

· Eastern Equatoria State reports cholera cases
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, I am Susan Dokolo. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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