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Good Afternoon, it’s 1pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo,      

The Headlines
· Government reaffirms commitment to ensure no recruitment of children by SPLA
· Defense Ministry says SPLA soldiers are receiving their salaries
· Security situation reported calm in Bor, Jonglei State
President Salva Kiir has given assurances of the government’s commitment to ensure that the SPLA will not recruit children into its ranks.
  

The President made the commitment while meeting with the visiting Special Representative of the Secretary- General for Children and Armed Conflict, Leila Zerrougui, in Juba.
 

Speaking after the meeting, SRSG Zerrougui said she has followed up to get similar commitments from the opposition. She explains.
Zerrougui: “I got a very strong commitment from the President and he asked for any schools that are still occupied by the military to be vacated. He also committed to ensuring that no children will be in the SPLA and the security forces. I asked for criminalization for recruitment of children and he committed to that. Before this meeting I also met with opposition leader Riek Machar in Addis Ababa, so we hope that both parties will commit to end the violations. We don’t want South Sudan to lose their future generations.”

The meeting was also attended by the visiting Director of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, and UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Peace and Reconciliation, American actor, Forest Whitaker.

The Minister of Defense says SPLA soldiers have started receiving their salaries. 
Kuol Manyang Juuk says payment for the month of May is being distributed, while payment for other months has been completed. 
Kuol says the delay was because of the crisis and inability to distribute payment to soldiers in the frontlines.  

KUOL: “There was delay in the payment of salaries because in December when there was a breakdown in law and order, payment did not go as it should have. Also, forces have moved to places where there is no transportation. There are no roads or helicopters that could have taken the supplies to the salaries to their end, so there were some irregularities. Now they have been paid. For this month now, money is going and they are being paid now.”
The Defense Minister has also spoken out about reports that he had tendered in his resignation.
  

Media reports last week had said the minister gave his notice after developing differences with the army chief of staff, Paul Malong Awan. 
Kuol Manyang strongly refutes the allegations and says he is working well with the chief of staff.

KUOL: “The line of responsibility is actually drawn and I respect the borders of responsibility. If the chief of staff’s duty is to command and control the army and prosecute the war and he is doing it. My work is only to support his efforts, so there is no conflict at all.  These are just allegations and I do not know the purpose of creating such allegations. I have not given in my resignation and I do not even intend to resign.”
In Jonglei, authorities in Bor town say the situation is calm.  

There was shooting in Bor recently when a group of SPLA soldiers abandoned their bases in Gadiang reportedly over non-payment of salaries.  

The State information Minister, Judy Jonglei Boyoris, says the situation in Bor is normal and people are continuing with farming activities.  

Judy Jonglei Boyoris: “At the moment, the security in Jonglei State, especially areas controlled by the government, after the shooting two weeks or three weeks back,  people are moving freely from  nine to six in the morning. If you come to Bor and go market shopping center, the market is actually growing now.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Humanitarian agencies have scaled up assistance to the Protection of Civilians site in Bentiu, Unity State. 

Last week, MSF called for a rapid increase in water supplies, hygiene promotion and latrine construction for the 46,000 IDPs seeking safety at the site. 

The medical charity, Doctors without Borders or MSF, is operating a surgical camp at the site and says the mortality rate, especially of children, is very high. 

MSF team leader Nora Echaibi says most of the deaths are due to acute diarrhea and pneumonia.

Nora: “The health situation at the moment is extremely concerning. There are a lot, there is a mortality rate within the camp. There is a shortage of medical services, also water issues, so we see a lot of waterborne diseases within our hospital, a lot of malnutrition in the camp, so at the moment the mortality rate is extremely high in the camp.”
The number of IDPs has increased sharply over the past few days following renewed fighting in Bentiu town last week. 

In Lakes State, at least 1,000 Internally Displaced Persons in Amongpiny camp are in need of assistance.  

The camp in Rumbek Central is accommodating up to 6,000 people seeking safety, most of them fleeing fighting in Unity State.  

Santo Meen Dongrin is the County Coordinator for the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission.

Santo Meen Dongrin: The situation of IDPs from Panyijar to Amongpin is still very bad, because we are still having new arrivals. The new arrivals, which is 928 households, which is 5,568 individuals, they received food. So the new arrivals, which is 1,260 individuals, those new arrival they are still not receiving anything. They are still suffering.
In regional news

A Sudanese woman who was sentenced to death for converting from Islam to Christianity has been released from prison (in Khartoum).
Meriam Ibrahim was set free after her death penalty was overturned by an appeal court in Sudan. 
The 27 year old was handed the death sentence and 100 lashes by a Sharia court last month for apostasy and what the court said was committing adultery for marrying a Christian. 
She gave birth in prison to a daughter, her second child by her American husband Daniel Wani. 

Her death sentence sparked international outrage.

There has been worldwide condemnation on sentences passed against three journalists of the Al Jazeera news service.  
Australian reporter Peter Greste, Canadian-Egyptian Mohammed Fahmy and Egyptian Baher Mohamed were handed seven and 10 years for allegedly supporting the banned Muslim Brotherhood by producing false news reports of the situation in Egypt.
The prosecution produced a number of items as evidence, including a radio report and several other recordings.
The verdict has provoked international outcry and raised fears of growing media restrictions in Egypt.
Australia expressed shock and US Secretary of State John Kerry spoke of "a chilling and draconian sentence", while the White House urged President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi to pardon the journalists involved.

And in sports
Yesterday’s World Cup games saw African side Cameroun crash out of the tournament after suffering a 4-1 defeat to Brazil.
The win secures the host a place in the last 16. 
In other matches, Mexico beat Croatia 3-1 to also book a place in the next round. 
The Netherlands beat Chile 2-nil to finish at the top of their Group and also proceed onto the next round of the tournament. 
Defending champ Spain was knocked out.  The Spaniards beat Australia 3-nil, but it was not enough to move them onto the next round.
In today’s games, Costa Rica plays against England and Italy faces Uruguay at 7 o’clock, while in the later games, Greece faces Ivory Coast and Japan meets Colombia at midnight. 
To end the news, here are the main stories once again.

· Government reaffirms commitment to ensure non recruitment of children by SPLA
· Defense Ministry says SPLA soldiers are receiving their salaries 

· Security situation reported calm in Bor, Jonglei State
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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