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Good Evening, it’s 5pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo,      

The Headlines
· Opposition delegation demands separate dialogue without stakeholders
· Defense Minister Kuol Manyang dismisses reports of his resignation
· Justice Ministry seeks standards of operation for legal practitioners
Peace talks between the government and the opposition have been adjourned once again.  

IGAD envoys have released a statement from Addis Ababa saying the talks which were meant to go into an all-inclusive phase have been postponed.
  

Spokesperson of the government delegation, Michael Makuei says the teams have been informed that the talks have been delayed indefinitely.
Makuei says the postponement came after the opposition delegation made fresh demands, calling for the stakeholders to be kept out of the direct discussions. 
 

Makuei: “The adjournment is indefinite until further notice. The envoys have not given us the reasons but it seems there is no headway. We are not progressing because the rebels came up with a new position demanding that the parties sit only with the government without the involvement of the stakeholders. And that is against the spirit of the May 9th agreement and the communique of the 10th June.  So we couldn’t make any headway, the rebels did not want to sit with the stakeholders. They are demanding they only meet with the government.”
The opposition had earlier raised concerns about the selection process of the stakeholders. 

Last week they communicated that the process appeared to be biased in favor of the government, excluding civil society and religious groups that left the country when the crisis broke out.
  

The official spokesperson of the opposition, Hussein Mar, says the stakeholders should sit separately.

Hussein Mar: “They should not necessarily be on the same roundtable in the room. They could have their own room. Give them the same agenda and let them give then to parties or the two parties which are actually talking. These ideas will be incorporated, because when you have a big table it will be very difficult to manage.  Secondly, we want to meet the deadline of the 60 days.  We want accelerated talks where we can talk straight to the government and solicit ideas and opinions of the other stakeholders.”
IGAD released a statement earlier today saying mediators will use the time to consult with the different parties. 
The Minister of Defense has dismissed reports of his resignation.  Lt Gen Kuol Manyang Juk says he has not resigned and is still defense minister. 

Addressing journalists in Juba, Kuol Manyang said the reports that appeared in sections of the media were fabricated.  

Kuol Manyang: “I am not resigning. The information was just created for unknown reasons. They say I have resigned because I have a conflict with the new Chief of Staff of the army, General Paul Malong, that he goes to the President bypassing me. This is not true. General Malong is the one controlling the army and executing the war in the defense of the nation. I am a minister that supports his efforts, helping the army to develop its capacity and to see that discipline is maintained. This is my responsibility.“

The minister also acknowledged the delay in payment of soldiers’ salaries and says payments are being processed. 

The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict is in Juba.  

Leila Zerrougui and the Director of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, are in the country for one week to meet with government officials and strengthen the protection of children affected by armed conflict.  

Fatuma Ibrahim is the chief of Child protection at UN children’s organization UNICEF. Ibrahim says the purpose of the visit is also to advocate for the prevention of attacks and military occupation of schools. 

She says the Special Representative, Leila Zerrougui, will meet with former rebel fighter David Yau Yau and SPLA officials to get their commitments.

Fatuma Ibrahim: “The idea here is to get SPLA to recommit themselves to getting all children that are within their ranks released from SPLA and handed over to the UN and be commissioned for the DDR of children.  She will also meet with the Minister of Gender, which has the overall responsibility for child protection.  She also wants to meet with the Minister of Justice and Minister of Interior.  She will also go to Gumuruk to meet with David Yau Yau. As you know, he is working towards integrating into the SPLA and before that happens, there are children that are in the ranks, they need to be removed.”

The delegation is in the country with UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Peace and Reconciliation, American actor Forest Whitaker.
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The Ministry of Justice says there is need to have standards of operation for legal practitioners operating in the country. 

The Undersecretary in the Ministry, Jeremiah Swaka, says the South Sudan Bar association should come up with the regulations as a regional requirement to streamline the way lawyers and other legal practitioners work.

 The undersecretary was speaking at a meeting of the South Sudan Bar Association in Juba.  

Jeremiah Swaka:  “I think we need to move. The bar association that is coming to place need to move ahead of that. You must put some measures to keep our standards in South Sudan that can be compared to East Africa and the region around because you are now being asked in Khartoum and Uganda and Kenya, ‘What did you put into place to measure and keep the standards, legal standards of your people’ We don’t have.” 

Speaking at the same event, the Presidential Advisor for Legal Affairs, Telar Ring Deng, said the government is in the process of a establishing a special institute for training legal practitioners. 

Telar Ring: “With respect to training of advocates, the government together with the development partners is in the process of establishing an equivalent of the Kenyan School of Law and Law Development Centre in Uganda, such that our fresh law graduates get well trained before they render legal services to the populace.” 

The South Sudan Bar Association has completed revising its rules and regulations as part of a process to elect the first nationwide Bar Association.
The Commissioner of Yei River County in Central Equatoria State has declared his support for a decentralized system of governance.  

David Juma Augustine says decentralization comes with support for youth and extension of services to the communities. 

David Juma expressed commitment to empowering youth associations through agriculture support to reduce dependence and food shortages in the counties. 

The commissioner however says roads and infrastructure should be repaired to enable development to take place. 

Juma: “The people live in the local government setup, and services are greatly demanded in the local government set up. And that is why we are emphasizing that if the government needs to touch its people, it must make services available to the counties. Yei Rasol Road, much as we are already rectifying Yei Lasu Road, and I must thank the national Ministry of Roads and Bridges for helping us with approximately $3.6 million.”

In regional news
The US has revealed it has released $575 million in military aid to Egypt. That had been frozen since the ousting of President Mohammed Morsi last year.

Media reports say the news came as Secretary of State John Kerry visited Cairo just two weeks after former army chief Abdul Fattah al-Sisi was sworn in as president. 

After talks with the new leader, Mr Kerry stressed the importance of upholding the rights of all Egyptians.

Mr Sisi won the May elections, vowing to tackle "terrorism" and bring security.

The retired field marshal overthrew Mr Morsi last July amid mass protests against his rule.

And in sports
With only two hours to kick off of today’s World Cup matches, Africa’s representative Cameroon will be playing without Alex Song following his suspension for elbowing a player from Croatia.
  

Star striker Samuel Eto'o also remains doubtful because of a knee injury.
  

The Cameroonians face hosts Brazil at midnight local time.  In other matches, Mexico takes on Croatia also at midnight. 

In the earlier matches at 8pm, the Netherlands take on Chile and Australia meet defending champs Spain.
Australia midfielder Tim Cahill misses this game as he is suspended after picking up two bookings. 

To end the news, here are the main stories once again.

· Opposition delegation demands separate dialogue without stakeholders

· Defense Minister Kuol Manyang, dismisses reports of his resignation
· Justice Ministry seeks standards of operation for legal practitioners
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news.  I am Susan Dokolo. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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