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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Chaplain Nemaya.
The Headlines
· Government receives letter from IGAD official rejecting allegations of insulting comments made against the President 
· Draft lands and housing policies presented to Parliament  
· MSF hospital bombed in South Kordofan 
The Executive Secretary of regional grouping IGAD has presented a letter to the government, rejecting allegations that he used abusive language against the President.

Muhaboub Maalim, delivered the letter in  reference to insulting remarks he allegedly made against President Salva Kiir last week.  
Cabinet affairs minister Elia Lomuro says the IGAD official said he was misquoted by the press and offered an apology for what could have resulted from this.

Elia Lomuro: “He came to reject the accusation and to say that he was misquoted and that the statement did not reflect the spirit of his statement and that he wanted to see the president and that he is apologetic if he has caused injuries and that he was misquoted by the newspapers and this what he has said and he wanted to explain himself to the President. He also said that he apologizes by being misquoted, of course there is no way you can see the president  and there is no way we can accept his apology”

The government pulled out of the latest round of negotiations which were meant to start in Addis Ababa yesterday, protesting the remarks and demanding an apology.  

The opposition delegation also boycotted the talks, questioning the criteria the mediators used to select stakeholders to attend the inclusive dialogue.  

A senior Presidential advisor in Uganda says the Uganda government is ready to stand by the people of South Sudan.  
David Mafabi, the Presidential advisor on polictial affairs, made the comments after the country’s Finance Ministry presented the country’s 2014-2015 National budget, with an increase in allocations to defense operations in South Sudan and Somalia.  
Mafabi says the presence of the Ugandan forces in South Sudan is based on the principles and values of Pan Africanism.

David Mafabi: “Uganda patriots have stood by the people of Southern Sudan for a very long time both today and during the struggle even during the first war the, Anyanaya war, so it is not a question of budget. It is not a question of money. First  and  foremost, it is  a question of principles and values  of Pan Africanism; of solidarity with fellow African people  who have been struggling.” 

The Minister of Lands, Housing and Physical Planning has presented two draft policies on Housing and Land usage to the National Legislative Assembly.  
Catherine Juan Benaiah says the land policy will address issues of physical planning and land ownership, while the housing policy seeks to ensure all citizens have access to adequate, affordable and basic human settlement.

Juan Benaiah: “This policy aims at improving urban and rural settlements through the introduction of efficient coding blocks and streets naming and numbering systems. This will enhance management of urban and rural areas, improve security, promote tourism and reinforce revenue collections.  Furthermore land presents a critical source for people in South Sudan. This will significantly absorb inevitable tribal clan disputes, promote infrastructure development and it will eventually bring land under efficient utilization.”

The policies have been referred to the house Committee of Land, Agriculture, Environment and Legislation for review before they are brought back to the house for deliberation.

Journalists have been identified as major key players in the fight against HIV/AIDS.  
The South Sudan HIV/AIDS commission is now conducting workshop to equip the media with skills on how to report on HIV/AIDS.  
The Deputy Director of HIV/AIDS in the Ministry of Health, Dr. Emmanuel Oryem Lino says the workshop targets 60 journalists who will be provided with information on how to report about HIV/AIDS.

Dr. Emmanuel Oryem Lino: “Media has a big role in fighting AIDS but before the journalist play their roles, they should be given more information. The main reason of this workshop is to sit dawn as journalists and know our role in the fight against HIV/AIDS and how to report about the AIDS through media. We knew that if you want to pass information as a person about HIV/AIDS, you can find one, two or three person on the street and talk about it but if you get one journalist he can pass it to thousands of people.”      

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Police personnel in Lakes State have undergone a training course on enforcing law and order among vulnerable communities.  
The personnel received skills on how to conduct investigations and protect women and children in society.  
Twenty police personnel underwent the two weeks training in Rumbek, facilitated by UN Police – UNPOL.  We spoke with some of the participants.  

Vox pop Police

· “We learnt so many things and I am so happy … to get information. I know that when I go out I am going to explain for  our people they things I have received and I am going to explain what I have received today.”

· “We the Police if you go to the crime scene like we have learn (about) crime scenes, now we have knowledge about crime scenes, what the crime scene is and then it is very easy for us that we can even solve these things. We also learnt how to investigate, how to do investigation about the children and about the adults.”
UNPOL Training Coordinator Kjetil Enger stressed the importance of protecting women and children.  

Kjetil Enger: “Women and children are one of the most valuable resources this country have and they are very much needed to get the country to proceed forwards. Therefore, this has been a very important course but with commitment you have shown, I am sure you will be ambassadors in the future for the protection of the rights of women and children.”
In regional news, a hospital run by Doctors without Borders or MSF has been bombed in Sudan’s war-torn South Kordofan region.  
The health facility in the village of Farandalla was hit by two aerial bombs on Monday.  
Five people were wounded and one MSF staff member was injured at the hospital. A statement from the medical aid group says the bombs destroyed the emergency room, a dressing room, the pharmacy, and the hospital kitchen. 
The Sudanese government is battling rebels of the SPLM-North in the South Kordofan region.  

Meanwhile the chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court has asked the United Nations to investigate allegations that its mission in Sudan’s Darfur region, has been covering up crimes comitteed by Sudanese forces against civilians and peacekeepers.  

While presenting a report on Darfur to the UN Security Council, Fatou Bensouda, spoke of allegations that the UN-African Union Mission in Darfur, UNAMID, had "been subject to manipulation."

Bensouda added that "the responsibility for the alleged manipulation may lie with a handful of individuals" but raises questions about the credibility of the mission as a whole." 
The chief prosecutor is calling for "a thorough, independent and public enquiry," and appropriate action if the allegations are found to be true.
Several people are feared dead in a suicide bomb attack in Nigeria.  

The blast struck a viewing area where football fans were watching a World Cup match in Damaturu, the capital of Yobe State in North East Nigeria.  
Details of casualties are still not clear. 

No one has claimed responsibility for the attack, although fingers are being pointed at Boko Haram militants who have staged several similar attacks in Nigeria over recent months.  

And onto sports, in yesterdays Worldcup matches, hosts Brazil and Mexico ended their game in a nil all draw.  

The hosts struggled against the Mexcan side, and a 25 minute shot by Neymar was caught by the Mexcian goalkeeper before it could enter the goal.  

Belgium beat Algeria 2-1 and Russia and South Korea ended their game in a 1all draw.  
In todays games, Australia face the Netherlands, Spain take on Chile and the idnominatbel lions of Cameroun play against Croatia.  

Matches will be played at 8 o’clcok at night, 11pm and 2 o’clcok in the morning respectively – loal time.  
To end the news here are the main stories once again.

Government receives letter from IGAD official rejecting allegations of insulting comments made against the President 

Draft lands and housing policies presented to Parliament  

AND 

MSF hospital bombed in South Kordofan 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 

1

