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Good afternoon, its 1pm, this is Radio Miraya news. 
I am Chaplain Nemaya,     
The Headlines
· Peace talks in Addis Ababa postponed indefinitely
· Humanitarian agencies release crisis response plan for South Sudan
· Civil societies call for protection of children from violence
Peace talks between the government and the opposition have been postponed indefinitely after both sides raised separate concerns.  

The IGAD-mediated talks were meant to have resumed today in Addis Ababa, and were to include various stakeholders. 
Government spokesperson Michael Makuei says the government is protesting the use of insulting comment against the president by an IGAD representative last week.

Makuei says they are committed to the peace process but want an explanation for the comments. 

Makuei: “We want an immediate satisfactory answer to this issue.  Our main problem is concern with the statements given by an employee of IGAD.  We as a government, we are members of IGAD and there is no way we would accept.  It is a question of dignity.  If the President can be insulted as “stupid” by an employee of IGAD and we are members of IGAD, definitely this is not acceptable and that employee must answer.”
IGAD Executive Secretary Mahboub Maalim was quoted in the media describing President Salva Kiri and opposition Riek Machar as "stupid" if they thought they could win on the battlefield.
The comments were reportedly made ahead of a face-to-face meeting between President Kiir and Riek Machar in Addis Ababa last week. 
Meanwhile, the opposition delegation says they are not happy with the selection process for the stakeholders invited to take part in this round of talks. 
Hussein Mar, the official spokesperson for the opposition, told Radio Miraya this morning, the process is not transparent and has been politicized.  

Hussein Mar: “We are questioning the criteria and the selection itself.  For example, 14 civil society organizations came here and they were facilitated by IGAD. They came from Nairobi, Addis Ababa, Juba and finally in the selection they were disregarded, as if there is an interest in picking certain people to attend this.  So we are questioning actually the process. We are seeing it as faulty and that would polarize the talks. We want the voices of people who are actually the victims. These are people who can forgive in the platforms, tell their experiences and these are people who can pave the way forward.”
IGAD has released a statement saying the multi-stakeholder negotiations have been postponed till further notice.
Exactly six months since the conflict broke out,  aid agencies have released a new plan to assist 3.8 million people that will be hit by hunger, violence and disease by the end of the year.  
The plan targets three main goals -- to save lives, prevent famine, and end the loss of children and young people in the conflict.  
While releasing the plan in Juba, Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer said aid agencies need 1.8 billion US dollars to implement the 2014 crisis plan. Of this, more than 700 million US dollars has already been mobilized. 
Lanzer said four million people will go hungry in the coming months if assistance is not provided.  
He also warned that up to 50,000 children could die and thousands of rape victims go without psychosocial support. 
Relief organizations have welcomed the recommitment by the government and the opposition to the peace process, but warn that much damage has been done and funding is needed to reverse the destruction.  
A donor conference on South Sudan is due to open tomorrow in Brussels, Belgium. 
The conference is a follow up to an International Donor Meeting held last month in Oslo, Norway, to address the humanitarian crisis in the country. 
The head of the Food and Agricultural Organization, FAO, Sue Lautze, says the Brussels meeting is in line with the humanitarian plan to reach four million people affected by the conflict by the end of 2014. 

Lautze says she will represent the humanitarian community, at the meeting.  

Sue Lautze: “There is another donor meeting in Brussels to follow up so I am actually going for that meeting, representing the entire humanitarian community, and my other part as a deputy humanitarian coordinator. We have estimated that we need 1.8 billion dollars between now and the end of the year, so it is still a big effort by OCHA and by the donors themselves to make sure that the donations come true, and that the existing gap is also realized.”

Hundreds of people have participated in a ‘walk for peace’ campaign to call for an end to the ongoing conflict.

The peaceful march was organized by civil society organizations and took place in Juba over the weekend.   

One of the organizers, Edmund Yakani of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO, told Radio Miraya that the campaign will be a monthly event to serve as a non-political approach to push for an end to the ongoing conflict.
Yakani says the demonstration was well received. 
Yakani Juba: “Yakani says civil society groups are planning to hold a similar march in Jonglei next month.” 
Today is the International Day of the African Child.  
The day is commemorated on the 16th of June every year to raise awareness of the continuing need for improvement of the education provided to African children. 

As the day is marked across the continent, the organization Community Initiative, an NGO dealing in children’ rights, is calling for the protection of South Sudanese children caught up in the ongoing conflict. 
The organization’s chairperson, Jacob Chol, says the children should be protected from violence and be given access to education.  
Chol says they have planned activities for internally displaced persons living in camps.  

Jacob:  “This time we came out with different locations. We are going to have a venue in mahat for IDPs who came from Bor and also in Lologo and also the two UNMISS camps. We came out with some messages. We say give South Sudanese children the chance to live without war, even one child is accountable, education cannot wait, marriage cannot wait and education is my right.” 
The Day of the African child was created in 1991 by the then Organization of African Unity to honor those who participated in an uprising in which about 10,000 black school children marched on the streets of Soweto, South Africa in 1976, protesting poor quality education. 
Hundreds of young students were shot, and more than a thousand were injured.
More than five hundred Congolese refugees are reported to have arrived in Ezo County of Western Equatoria State, following attacks by suspected Lord’s Resistance Army rebels in neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Ezo County Commissioner Albert Moiidie confirmed to Radio Miraya the refugees who have arrived in Nyasi Boma, are mainly women and children fleeing abductions and killings in Movugo village, twelve miles away from the border with Ezo. 

Moiidie says he has informed the State High Commission for Refugees to take necessary action as the number of the refugees continues to increase.

Albert Moiidie: “It was in Nyasi yesterday that we saw 506 refugees. Most of them were women and children and I have also taken the step that I have informed the High Commission for Refugees. Then I think they are doing the necessary arrangement to see how they can go to the grounds and take action.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news
The World Health Organization is calling for improved access to safe blood in order to save the lives of mothers.  

The agency maintains that providing safe and adequate supplies of blood and blood products should be an integral part of every country’s efforts to improve maternal health.

South Sudan has the world’s highest maternal mortality rate, estimated at 2,000 per 100,000 live births.  

WHO Director General Margaret Chan stresses the importance of safe voluntary donations to meet requirements. 

Margaret Chan: “WHO has long stressed the use of voluntary unpaid donors as the safest source of blood.  We have some good news today. Some 60 countries now receive almost 100% of their blood from voluntary donations.  This is a most welcome trend, but we need to do more.  WHO’s goal is to for all countries to obtain 100% of their blood from voluntary donations by 2020.”
The Commissioner of Malakal County in Upper Nile State is calling on internally displaced persons seeking safety within the United Nations protection of civilian site to return to their homes in Malakal town.  
Wau Agoding says the security situation in the town has significantly improved.  
Agoding says the state government is exerting efforts to improve medical services and to ensure food is made available to the people.

Wau Agoding: “There is no fear anymore in the town.  As you know, your commissioner is in the town, so you should also go back home. I cannot deceive you and I trust in all our police, security apparatus, and the SPLA in town are doing their best. Come back home and if you don’t want to stay in the town, you can stay at Northern zone, or in Malakia or Sawura Malakia, and Jalaba. And there are some people even in Asosa now. If you stay in UNMISS, in rain season, there will be a lot of water and it may cause cholera and other diseases. So, my people, please come back. If anything happens, our forces are there to protect you.” 

More than 18,000 civilians are currently seeking safety inside the United Nations protection of civilian site in Malakal. 
In regional news

Sudan's former Prime Ministe, Sadiq al-Mahdi, has been released from custody, one month after he was detained by state security agents.   

According to a report from the AFP news agency, Mahdi, who is chief of the opposition Umma party, was greeted by hundreds of supporters at his party headquarters in Omdurman after his release on Sunday. 

The National Intelligence and Security Service (NISS) arrested Mahdi on May 17 after he reportedly accused the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) of rape and other abuses of civilians in western Sudan's Darfur region. 

Mahdi was charged with treason-related offences which can bring a death sentence upon conviction, but the status of those charges is not clear following his release. 

In Kenya, more than 20 people are feared dead after suspected Al-Shabab militants attacked three hotels and police station in Lamu county.
Police said the assailants arrived at the Mpeketoni mainland in a van and set fire to the buildings.  

Mpeketoni town is close to Lamu island, which is a well-known tourist resort.

Up to 26 people are feared dead. 

UN Children’s Organization UNICEF has released reports of alarming rates of child fatalities in the Central African Republic.  
UNICEF says, on average at least one child is maimed or killed every day in the country’s capital Bangui.  
The organization says in the last six months close to 300 children have been maimed and 74 killed. UNICEF says the actual numbers could be higher, including deaths and sickness caused by the total collapse of basic services.

Soraya Bermejo is the UNICEF Communications Officer in Geneva.

Soraya Bermejo: "About six months after the violence hit the capital, we have noticed that at least one child has been maimed or killed every single day and we see no signs of that being reduced at the moment. We are seriously concerned because this is our least well-funded appeal of every humanitarian emergency that we have at the moment. Our needs increased recently to 120 million for 2014 and less than 25 per cent of that has been met." 

There are more than half a million internally displaced persons in the Central African Republic, at least half of whom are children. 
The country has been engulfed in a religious civil war between rebels of the Muslim Seleka group and the emergence of a mostly Christian militia.
Onto sports
In World Cup weekend matches, Africa’s first win was secured by Ivory Coast in their 2-1 win over Japan on Saturday. 

The win moved the Ivorians to the top of Group C with 3 points alongside Colombia who beat Greece 3-nil. 
In yesterday’s games, Switzerland beat Ecuador 2-1, while France sealed a 3-1nil victory over Honduras.  South American side Argentina and Bosnia-Hercegovina ended their game 2-1.  
In other matches, England suffered a 2-1 defeat to Italy on Saturday, Uruguay were beaten 3-1 by Costa Rica, the Netherlands thumped Spain 5-1 and Australia succumbed to Chile in a 3-1 defeat.  

Today we have 3 matches, including Nigeria’s Super Eagles making their first appearance in the tournament against Iran at 11 o’clock pm.  Germany and Portugal face off at 8 o’clock and USA take on another African team, Ghana, at 2 o’clock in the morning, local time. 
And, Kenya's president is paying for the national football team to go and watch some World Cup matches in Brazil to inspire them to qualify in future.

President Uhuru Kenyatta said he and his wife had promised to send them after they won a recent regional cup.

Kenya is one of the world's most successful nations in athletics but has never reached the finals of the football World Cup.

The Kenyan President also warned citizens to be cautious when watching World Cup matches in crowded bars, which could be targets for terror attacks.
To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Peace talks in Addis Ababa postponed indefinitely

· Humanitarian agencies release crisis response plan for South Sudan

· Civil societies call for protection of children from violence

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemana. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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