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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Chaplain Nemaya.
The Headlines
· President Salva Kiir invites four former political detainees to the peace process

· US Ambassador to South Sudan says 60 days will pressure both parties to move in the peace process

· Legislator decries high insecurity rates in Lakes State 
President Salva Kiir has invited four former political detainees to get involved in the peace process. 
The President met with Pagan Amum, Deng Alor, Kosti Manibe and John Luk on two occasions during the recent IGAD summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
Speaking to journalists on arrival from Addis Ababa, the Minister in the Office of the President, Awan Gol Riek said the four will be part of a peace building process.

Awan Gol Riek: “The invitation is to come and join hands with the citizens in the country for us to work together because the country belongs to all of us and for those of comrade Pagan and Comrade Deng, Kosti Manibe and the rest who are supposed to come. They are going to come. They will be here and they will do their best to stop the war in the country. From there we go on. We don’t want also the SPLM to die. That is another thing. If the SPLM fought the war and brought independence in the country, for the leaders to see it sinking and dying and disintegrating also into pieces is another major concern so we need to put SPLM back on track.” 
The United States Ambassador to South Sudan, Susan Page, says the 60 day period given to the government and the opposition to agree on a transitional government will ensure progress in the peace process. 
The deadline was given by leaders of the IGAD regional grouping, who further warned of punitive measures if the fighting was not stopped. 
Ambassador Page says the 60 days will put pressure on both parties to make headway in the peace process.

The ambassador also commented on reports that the ongoing peace negotiations in Addis Ababa have cost more than 17 million US dollars. 
IGAD special envoy Malim Mahboub confirmed the dialogue has cost 17.4 million US dollars so far. 
Humanitarian agencies are hopeful resolutions reached between President Kiir and Riek Machar at the recent IGAD mediated meeting will translate into peace.  

Oxfam’s South Sudan Country Director Cecilia Millan is calling on the government and the opposition to implement commitments made in order to stop the suffering of the people. 

Millan says Tuesday night’s meeting between President Kiir and the opposition leader Riek Machar is a strong sign of commitment.

Cecilia Millan: “It is the strongest commitment that we have seen from both parties since the fighting broke out in December.  I would like really to see that both of them honor the commitments because the people have endured too much.  They need to respect what they said to implement also a transitional government because 60 days is a lot.  They need to show that they are committed.”
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Authorities in Jonglei State say soldiers who abandoned their bases in Gadiang have been brought under control.  

Jonglei State Deputy Governor, Baba Medan says army officials were sent from Juba to intervene. 

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer confirmed to Radio Miraya earlier this week that an unspecified number of soldiers had left their base in Gadiang. 

The soldiers Radio Miraya spoke to cited non-payment of salaries for their action. 

Meanwhile the Deputy Governor says restrictions will be put in place in the State Capital Bor as a security measure. 
He says the mayor’s office has been instructed to restrict operating hours of the market from 6 o’clock in the evening to prevent soldiers from drinking.   
In Lakes State, the Deputy Chairperson for the Local Government and Transitional Authority is calling for an extraordinary session of Parliament to discuss the security situation in the State. 
Veronica Ujuma Philip Dak says MPs should return from holiday to come up with measures to address cases of inter-communal clashes and crime. 
Dak says in the most recent incident, a suspected SPLA soldier and a senior four student from Rumbek Secondary school were killed by unknown gunmen along the Cueibet - Rumbek road. 
She says last month alone more than 200 people were killed in inter-clan clashes between communities in Cueibet and Rumbek North counties. 

Veronica Ujuma Philip Dak: “The other day we lost so many people in our State. We lost 160 in Gok toch panyar and 41 in Pakam. So these people we lost them and we will not get them. The legislators they can sit and call extra ordinary sitting to discuss about this death.”

Lakes State MPs broke off for recess in April and are expected back in August. 

More than 40 community members at the Protection of Civilians site in Bentiu, Unity State are undergoing security training to help improve security at the site. 
The 40 were selected by the Internally Displaced Persons to serve as part of a Community Watch Group to work alongside UN Police, or UNPOL. 
The UNPOL State advisor, Michael Ambata says they are being equipped with skills in basic security practice to enable them respond to security concerns at the site.  

Michael Ambata: “The role of these people are to be in the community in POC site to be as eye and ears of the community leaders as well as also to assist the UNMISS to try to reduce the crimes in the POC site. Their presence in the community will help the community leader to see where problems are and whether they can plan how to address this problem.”  
Uganda’s Foreign Minister has been elected chairperson of the United Nations General Assembly.  
Sam Kuteesa was elected by the 193 UN Member States and will serve for a period of one year from September.  
Kuteesa’s election comes amid protests from his home country Uganda over allegations that he is corrupt and was instrumental in the passing of a recent legislation criminalizing homosexuality.  
Talking to the press after accepting the presidency in the General Assembly in New York, he said he was the right person for the job

Sam Kuteesa: "First of all, let me tell you this, that I have heard of a conspiracy by members of the opposition in our country, both inside and outside, who have tried their best to malign my name. I have never been found corrupt. I am not homophobic and I believe I am a suitable person to lead this organization for the next session."

The UN General Assembly Presidency is held on a rotational basis among UN member States.   
And, all is set for the start of the football world cup in Brazil. 
With only hours away to the opening ceremony at 8 o’clock tonight, the people of Brazil have been urged to demonstrate their "passion" for football. 
The tournament is getting underway against a backdrop of civil demonstrations against the government. 
The UN Secretary-General's Special Advisor on Sport for Development and Peace, Wilfried Lemke, said he's pleased the World Cup is being held in Brazil.

Wilfried Lemke: "Show us the passion of your people for football. When I first heard some years ago that Brazil will be the host, I jumped into the air because I was so happy, because this I would call the motherland of football.”
The 2014 FIFA World Cup begins with the hosts, Brazil taking on Croatia. 32 teams are taking part in the one month tournament. 

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· President Salva Kiir invites four former political detainees to the peace process

· US Ambassador to South Sudan says 60 days will pressure both parties to move in the peace process

· Legislator decries high insecurity rates in Lakes State 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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