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Good evening, its 5pm, this is Radio Miraya news,

I am Chaplain Nemaya,   
The Headlines,

Government and opposition called on to use 60 day ultimatum to resolve ongoing crisis 
More than three hundred Police cadets expected to graduate tomorrow
AND 

Ministry of Education starts admissions of students into public Universities

President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar have agreed to form a transitional government within 60 days. 
The commitment was made after an ultimatum issued by leaders of the IGAD regional grouping, during an extraordinary summit held in Addis Ababa on Tuesday. 
The IGAD members resolved to take further collective action to pressure any party who fails to honor its commitments, including through imposition of punitive measures. 
More in this report with Radio Miraya’s Sani Martin

CLIP……..1 Sani Martin 
*****************************************************
The leaders from the 8 member regional grouping expressed disappointment at the government and the opposition in failing to honor previously signed ceasefire agreements. Speaking after the summit Ethiopian Prime Minister, Hailemariam Desalegn warned that any attempt to stand in the way of peace will have consequences, including sanctions.  Information Minister Michael Makuei was in Addis Ababa.  He told Radio Miraya the 60-day ultimatum is achievable.

CLIP …..Makuei

“Well it is achievable if the rebels negotiate in good faith.  On the side of the government the government is ever ready and we are even ready to conclude within less than that period”

James Gadet is the spokesperson for the opposition. He is also confident a transitional government can be agreed on within 60 days.  

CLIP ………..Gadet 

“Yes it is achievable if the issues are clear; we have already drafted our position and submitted to the mediators.  So these are very clear issues and if they are serious like we are also serious, then a political settlement can be reached”.

Both sides also pledged to ensure unhindered humanitarian support to affected people with immediate effect. Ian Sani Martin for Radio Miraya News.
Meanwhile, Britain’s ambassador to South Sudan says both sides should use the time to make sufficient progress to end the crisis. 
In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Ambassador Ian Hughes says the 60 days may not be enough to come up with a comprehensive solution. 

CLIP 2….Hughes 
“Sixty days is not long. It sounds like a long time, but for something as complicated and very difficult it isn’t a long time. I think as a realist to expect that in 60 days from today there will be a solution sitting there on the table, that the leaders of the country, and the supporters of the different sides can take away and implement is probably unrealistic. But if in those 60 days they make sufficient progress for all sides to realize that this is genuinely a game changer that this is a different approach that this is an approach that is going to! work so that they can trust each other to put their guns down, that I think is a great success”. 
More than three hundred Police cadets will be graduating tomorrow. 
The cadets, including 50 women have undergone a two year training course at the Raja Police College in Juba. 
President Salva Kiir is expected to officiate at the graduation at Juba stadium. 
Police spokesperson, Col. James Monday Enoka says the 371 cadets will be deployed across the country.

CLIP 3…… Enoka 

“All those who are going to graduate come from all the 10 States of the Republic of South Sudan. They are going to be deployed to various Police units in all the 10 States because all of them have received all the necessary skills needed in all the units. So with these young graduates men and women who have received training in knowledge and skills in law
police science, technical skills and management of all other subjects now they will make great impacts because they will be effective and efficient” 
The Ministry of Education has started admissions of students into public Universities. 
The students under consideration are those who sat their final secondary school exams from 2011 to 2013. 
Admission centers have been opened in Wau, Rumbek and abroad in Egypt, Ethiopia, Uganda and Kenya. 
Education Minister John Gai says the admission process is expected to last 21 days and targets more than six thousand students for all 5 public universities. 
Gai addressed the students at the start of the admission process at the University of Juba. 

CLIP 4…..…..John Gai
“Today is a special day for the people of South Sudan, that we are able to provide and begin a journey for these people, we are honored that the colleagues from the University of Juba hosted us this is one of the centers that we have for the admission of 2014/2015 I know you have a lot of numbers, a lot of forms for you, all I want to say, don’t choose something you know you will not be able to do, chsoose something that you know you will do ”

In Jonglei State, Korean engineers from the UN Mission are building dykes along the River Nile to prevent flooding. 
Jonglei State Information Minister, Jody Jonglei says the engineers are constructing a 17 kilometer water channel at Malual-Chat in Bor town and will continue to build similar barrages in Twic East County. 
The Minister says strengthening of water ways is a priority during the rainy season. 

CLIP 5……..Jody Jonglei 
“When we don’t have a dyke the flood will come to Bor town, South Koreans have started it as a priority, and we agreed with th! em to put the dyke as a priority, the level, the highest is 2 meters and about 17 kilometers to the river, they will come through to Bor port then they will continue downwards”
Jonglei is one of the States that was most affected during floods brought on by heavy rain last year. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The National Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry is to launch a tree planting campaign in Central Equatoria State. 
A committee has been formed within the Ministry to identify the areas under threat of desertification. 

The Minister, Beda Machar says the proposal to plant trees will continue in other nine States of South Sudan.

The world’s largest ever international summit on sexual violence opens in London today.  
The four day conference will bring together representatives from more than 140 countries, to discuss ways of ending the culture of impunity for the use of rape as a weapon of war worldwide. 
The summit will also attempt to launch a new international protocol for documenting and investigating sexual violence in conflict, and encourage countries to strengthen domestic laws to enable prosecutions
The participants will also urge for the training of all soldiers and peacekeepers and call for more funding to support survivors of sexual violence.

Foreign Affairs Mnister Barnaba Marial Benjamin will represent South Sudan at the conference.  

The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Zainab Hawa Bangura says sexual violence in war is unacceptable.  

CLIP 6…………..Bangura

“This is a human rights issue, it’s a war crime, a peace and security issue and perpetrators should realize that no matter who they are, where they are or where they go, we will go after them and to encourage governments.  As we speak, we have got 149 countries that have signed the declaration to fight against violence.  We are working towards 194 countries of the United Nations because that would mean we have a global agreement and understanding that each and every country should ensure that the perpetrators are prosecuted, the victims have access to services and I think that is what is important for all of us”.

In regional news, up to ninety five thousand refugees from the Central African Republic are now living in neighboring Cameroon.  
UN refugee agency UNHCR says most of the refugees are acutely malnourished.  
UNHCR, says 60 percent of the refugees are children.  
Thousands have fled the CAR since a religious conflict broke out between Muslim Séléka rebels and government forces in 2012.
In sports, with the start of the world cup in Brazil only hours away, football fans in Juba are calling on Police to tighten security as they prepare to watch the matches.  
All of the matches will be aired late at night, on account of the time difference from Brazil 

The fans Radio Miraya spoke to acknowledge an improvement in security in the Capital, but are asking Police to ensure proper protection throughout the one month tournament. 

CLIP 7…….Vox Pop 

“The challenges  of watching the world  cup in Juba is on the   security aspect  if the security  is  good fans will enjoy  the games we want to  enjoy the football but  fear is security despite  some  security improvement   we need more.If there is electricity  we can watch the games at home some people have generators. If security is not  tight  you can be attack   in your house . Security now is good but we need more”

“Football is very important for us it stretches our hormones in playing it makes us to be very happy like its coming this year 2014 I know youre going to enjoy it and we cannot leave it until  the end , we cannot stop it is bright for us to make us  happy we have to do it and  enjoy  until it has ended”.

“We are urging specially our brothers in the security service to make it easy for football fans to watch the world  cup  financial constraints cannot help us to get cards  or receivers to  enable us  to watch at home fiootball clubs are the only solution because  you  can get three  pounds daily to watch a  game. Security should help football fans to watch  after midnight games, if   somebody is found the security can escort him home  because criminals can exploit this occasion”.

An 8 hour curfew announced shortly after the start of the crisis in December remains in place from 11 o’clock at night to 6 o’clock in the evening.  

And, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon has highlighted the importance of sport in fostering unity.  

Speaking at an event to mark the start of the football tournament in New York,   Ban Ki-Moon spoke about the 'unique ability' of sport to unite people.
CLIP 8..….Ban Ki-Moon 
Today’s gathering is an occasion to celebrate the best values of sport, teamwork, fair play and mutual respect.  Sports has a unique ability to unite us and to show us what we have in common.  To all the competing teams in Brazil I wish you the very best – thank you”  

At the event, ambassadors of countries participating in Brazil put on their jerseys as a symbol of unity.  

To end the news here are the main stories once again.
Government and opposition called on to use 60 day ultimatum to resolve ongoing crisis 
More than three hundred Police cadets expected to graduate tomorrow
AND 

Ministry of Education starts admissions of students into public Universities


You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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