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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm. This is Radio Miraya news and I am Chaplain Nemaya.
The Headlines
· President Kiir and Riek Machar to meet in Addis Ababa next week 

· Relief and Rehabilitation commission dispatches assistance to communities affected by conflict  

· Vice President Wani Igga warns non-oil revenue collection agencies against corruption
President Salva Kiir is expected to meet with opposition leader Riek Machar next week.  
The two will hold face-to-face discussions on Monday, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, under the mediation of the IGAD regional grouping.  
The meeting will be a follow up to discussions the two held last month to review the progress of the implementation of ceasefire agreements. 
The President’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny confirms the meeting will take place on Monday.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The two leaders – the leader of South Sudan and the rebel leader –will be meeting in Addis Ababa on the 9th the President is ready and has agreed on that and he will be in Addis Ababa on the 9th. He will be in Addis to meet the rebel leader under the auspices of the IGAD and if there is anything that will help bring peace the president is going to be there. That position was also reiterated by the UN Secretary General Ban Ki- Moon who called President Salva on Tuesday to confirm to him that there is need for him to come to Addis Ababa.”

United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon this week reminded President Kiir and Machar to honour their agreement to meet this month. 
Mr. Ban has been in touch with both President Salva Kiir and Riek Machar. 

The Secretary General also called on both parties to commence preparations for the formation of a transitional government.

An all-inclusive phase of the IGAD mediation peace process is expected to start this afternoon in the Ethiopian Capital – Addis Ababa.  

Representatives from the government, the opposition, political parties, religious groups, the civil society and traditional leaders will present proposals on possible way of ending the ongoing conflict.  

The 2 day symposium is expected to attract 150 participants and is part of an all-inclusive phase of the IGAD mediation process.  

It follows the signing of Agreement on Resolving the Crisis by President Salva Kiir Mayardit, and Dr. Riek Machar, leader of SPLM/A – In Opposition, on 9 May in Addis Ababa. 

Actual talks between the government and the opposition are expected to resume after the symposium.

The Relief and Rehabilitation Commission has started distributing nonfood items to people displaced by the conflict.  
The items include tents, mosquito nets and blankets for distribution to IDPs in Upper Nile, Warrap, Jonglei, Lakes State and Nimule in Eastern Equatoria.  
The chairperson of the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, Kang Deng say the items are being airlifted because of the poor road network  

Kang Deng: ““In fact this is one of our difficulties. Some areas are difficult to reach, but we have sent some of these items by air to Malakal, Melut, Kodok, XXXXXXX Silluk, Lul and other areas of Upper Nile.  Then we sent to Turalei in Warrap where there are also displaced people as well as Awerial, and Duken in Jonglei and also to Nimule and Abyei.”
The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator, Toby Lanzer, is in Unity State to assess the living conditions of people affected by the crisis. 
Lanzer met with the acting State governor Mabek Lang and also traveled to Leer County to assess the humanitarian situation there.  
He says the condition of the women, youth and vulnerable communities is of great concern. 

Toby Lanzer: “I think we are increasingly concerned about continuation of pressure on the population the civilian population in particular the women, the children the youth the elderly who are really suffering from past few months  of hostilities. While more of fighting has subsided, I think you know we will continue to be concerned about the tension that exists between certain parts of the states and certain communities. I am hoping we can address some of most basic needs like seeds and tools for those people who want to farm at moment, medicines for the sick, food assistance for those who require it. So I am hoping we can attend to some of the most basic needs.”
Currently there are more than thirty eight thousand IDPs seeking safety at the UN base in Bentiu.

Salaries of civil servants and government workers for the month of May will be paid next week.  

Finance Minister Aggrey Tiisa Sabuni says payments will be sent out to the paying agencies in the States.  Tiisa says salaries for other months have already been paid.  

Tiisa Sabuni: “The Ministry of Finance transferred salaries payment to everybody including the states for the month of January, to everybody including the states for the months of February to everybody including the states for the months of March, to everybody except the SPLA for the month of April. The Ministry of Finance will be transferring money to the salary paying agencies next week is the month of May. Payment of employees is the responsibility of the agencies concern.”
Meanwhile, finance Minister, Aggrey Tiisa says improving equipment used at customs and border check points should be made a priority, so as to improve non-oil revenue collection.  
Tiisa made the comments at a meeting of the recently formed committee of non-oil revenue agencies. The Minister says taxes are lost at border crossings.  

The committee held a meeting in Juba to discuss ways of diversifying revenue collection away from oil. Vice President Wani Igga was at the meeting and warned against corruption by revenue collectors.  
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People found cutting trees illegally face tough penalties, according to a proposed environmental law in the offing. 
Environment minister, Deng Deng Hoc says the destruction is causing negative effects to the environment. 
The Minister was speaking during celebrations to mark World Environment Day in Juba. 
He is calling on families to plant at least 5 trees in their compounds, as a collective responsibility towards protecting and preserving the environment. 

Deng Deng Hoc: “We must stop cutting trees. Those who are producing charcoal, those who are cutting trees and using them for commercial purposes must stop doing that otherwise as soon as the law is out those people will face severe penalties. I will be writing to the Governors of the 10 States to the effect that they should take all the necessary measure stoop people from cutting trees.”
The Ministry of environment last month announced new changes to the country’s environmental policies, introducing taxes for people responsible for pollution and environmental destruction. 
The proposals will have to be approved by the Council of Ministers and the legislature before they are passed to the President for enactment into law.

A shortage of water, teachers and learning space are just some of the challenges facing Kuajok Secondary school in Warrap State. 
The school’s principal, Mayen Mayen Jongkoor Wol says the school has more than one thousand three hundred students, and only 18 full time teachers with 15 part time teaching staff. 
Mayen says the school is facing other challenges. 

Mayen Mayen Jongkoor Wol: “First is fencing for security reason we need to have fencing that to control the number – the second is boarding school dormitory to be constructed so that we can welcome other students from other states – the third is water point, we have only one now and it is not enough - the second one is medical problem – first aids – students are getting sick everyday – they are falling down because of malaria, typhoid, headache and bodies issues –so  I try within capacity I have but it is beyond my control.”

Kuajok Secondary school is the only national secondary school in Warrap State. 

Celebrations are being held today to mark African border day. 
The day is commemorated every 7th of June to promote peace and regional integration in the continent. 

It is also to raise awareness about the role and importance of borders in promoting peace, security and stability.  

Celebrations will be held today ahead of the actual day tomorrow, Saturday. 

Today’s events, under the auspices of the African Union in Addis Ababa, will witness the launch of new guidebooks on the introduction of a newly adopted Convention on Cross-Border Cooperation as well as a photo exhibition and key speeches.

In foreign news
More than 250 inmates have escaped from a prison in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

At least six people were killed after the prisoners forced their way through the main gate of the prison in the eastern region of Bukavu. 

The dead include a guard who was overpowered as the prisoners made their escape. Prison officers say the inmates opened the prison doors after taking weapons from guards.

At least 1,600 prisoners were in the prison at the time of the breakout. Prisons in the DR Congo are often overcrowded with poor living conditions for inmates.

And, at least 45 people have been killed by suspected Boko Haram militants in north eastern Nigeria.  

The gunmen raided the village in Barderi and fooled the locals that they had gone to preach before opening fire on the crowds that had gathered.  

The assailants also set ablaze several houses and shops. 

Meanwhile, a campaign to ensure the safety of schools for children in Nigeria has attracted more than 23 million US dollars in funding.  

The initiative was taken by the office of the UN Secretary-General's Special envoy for global education.  

This comes after more than 200 girls were abducted by the Islamist group Boko Haram in the town of Chibok in northern Nigeria.  

The Spokesperson for the UN Secretary General, Stephane Dujarric says the Special Envoy for Global Education will work with the UN Children's Fund –UNICEF - to implement that programme.

Stephane Dujarric: "Today marks the fiftieth days since the school girls were abducted in Nigeria. The Secretary-General's Special Envoy for Global Education, Gordon Brown, announced that the Safe Schools Initiative in Nigeria has attracted over $23 million in initial support to ensure that schools, particularly in the north, are protected from attack and measures are taken to improve the safety of education for girls and boys."

The funding will be used to ensure that 10.5 million children in Nigeria who are out of school have access to safe spaces to learn. 

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· President Kiir and Riek Machar to meet in Addis Ababa next week 

· Relief and Rehabilitation commission dispatches assistance to communities affected by conflict  

· Vice President Wani Igga warns non-oil revenue collection agencies against corruption

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Sebit William. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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