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Good afternoon. It’s 5pm. This is Radio Miraya news and I am Chaplain Nemaya. 
The Headlines
· Minister calls on citizens to plant trees 

· Land dispute triggers inter-communal clashes in Eastern Equatoria
· Sending phone text messages has been banned in the Central Africa Republic 
Families have been asked to plant trees in their homes to reduce the effects of climate change. 

Environment minister Deng Deng Hoc says each family should plant at least five trees in their compounds, as a collective responsibility towards protecting and preserving the environment.  

Deng Hoc made the comments during celebrations to mark World Environment Day in Juba today.  

The Minister spoke of the threat of draught, desertification and climate change.  

Deng Deng Hoc: “The northern party of the country as a whole from the border with Blue Nile all the way to Kafia Kingi north of WBeG State is under the threat of desertification due to increased draught.  If you look at water, it is predicted that in the next 50 years or so, the conflicts that will arise will be related to water.  We also need to plant more trees.  Every citizen should aim to plant at least 5 trees in their home”

The security situation in Bentiu, Unity State has been reported as calm. 
Our reporter Jacob Ruai is in the UN camp in Bentiu and spoke with us earlier today.  He says there has been no sound of shelling in since morning, but says the situation remains tense.

Jacob Ruai: “This morning the security situation in Unity State, in particular in Bentiu town is calm, not like yesterday morning. Yesterday morning, we had shooting in the direction of Guit County and in the direction of XXXX payams.  What I can tell you is that in Rubkona County, in particular Rubkona town the security situation is very tense. There are no people going to Rubkona town, and there are no people traveling to Bentiu town.  The security situation is still very tense, in Bentiu in particular.”
A sub-chief has been injured and several homes burnt in inter-communal clashes in Magwi County, Eastern Equatoria State.  
The clashes which occurred in Towanaku village are believed to have been over a long standing land dispute between two communities from Central Equatoria and Eastern Equatoria States.  

Magwi county commissioner Ben Kingston Loduk says Police were sent to the village to calm the situation. Loduk explains what happened.   
Ben Kingston : “The Lolubo I think community from Aru junction they came on a lorry, some on motorbikes and attacked a small village between Nyolo Bridge and Aru junction a small village called Towanaku.  So when they came they just started burning down tukuls. Of course, according to the report seven tukuls were burn down and they seriously injured a man who is also representing the Makunku in the area”.

The commissioner is urging both communities to coexist peacefully as the issue of land demarcations is handled by authorities.  

The search is on for two wildlife officers who appear to have gone missing.   

Major William Kuol Agui and another wildlife officer were reportedly riding motorbikes from Raja to Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal and have not been heard from since Monday.

The Director for Wildlife Conservation, Major General Philip Chol Majak explains the circumstances under which the two appear to have disappeared.

Philip Majak: “He was coming to Wau no one knows what happened to him, he just got lost on the way when people tried to follow I think they got nothing nobody got even the body or something of this kind, so people think that the officer was hijacked by those who deserted from Mapel am still searching we are taking this serious we are searching seriously so as to get accurate information.”  

Meanwhile, the Police Commissioner in Western Bahr el Ghazal State Maj. Gen. Akot Deng Akot, reports an increase in insecurity along the Wau-Bazia road.  
Akot Deng confirms the wildlife officer who has been reported missing is in charge of Bazia payam in Wau County.  
Akot Deng is appealing to citizens to remain calm as the insecurity is addressed.  

Akot Deng : “The Major is still lost, they have caught him and we are trying to find him, the rebels who defected here in Wau have become obstacle along Bazia-Wau road, they started catching people place they will torture him or even kill him because there is no guarantee, because these people have started looting everything on the road, even they took flour from people and money, I will say this road is dangerous”.

A symposium to initiate inclusive IGAD Peace Talks has been postponed.  

A statement from the IGAD mediators in Addis Ababa says the symposium which was meant to start today, has been pushed back by one day, to start tomorrow 6 June.

The 3 day "multi-party symposium" is expected to bring together up to 150 representatives to initiate an inclusive phase of the mediation process.

Representatives from the different stakeholder groups will present proposals on ending the ongoing crisis. 

The symposium follows the signing of Agreement on Resolving the Crisis by President Salva Kiir Mayardit, and Dr. Riek Machar, leader of SPLM/A – In Opposition, on 9 May in Addis Ababa. 

Actual talks between the government and the opposition are expected to resume after the symposium.
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Displaced persons who are living in UNMISS Camp in Bentiu, Unity state have raised concern about shortage of water at the IDP Protection of Civilian Site. 
They said they did receive water in the last two days and they end up getting water from dirty source. Many of them are complaining of diarrhea since they don’t safe and clean water in the last few days

Vox pops IDPs:
“In fact, the water situation is in IDPS Camp is very big  issues. We have completed two days now without water in fact. If you have water, you should have food, you should have water for washing, you should have for bathing  and you should have water for drinking. This time, we don’t have completely.” 
“Our problem is water, we are getting dirty water and dirty water is giving diseases like diarrhea we are getting water from pool and water from pool are not OK for human consumption. Water are giving us diarrhea when we drink this dirty water, water are not enough in the camp and there so many people in the camp. We are suffering a lot about water; people are getting water from pool. Our children are suffering because of the water”.

UN Children’s organization UNICEF is one of the organizations on the ground assisting the IDPs.  The organization is drilling 2 more boreholes and increasing the number of trucks supplying water to the IDPs.  
UNICEF’s Wash Cluster Coordinator Jesse Pleger says the situation is being made worse by the growing number of IDPs at the protection of civilian site.  

Jesse Pleger: “Many weeks ago there six thousand people, then very quickly it increase to 20,000 people and estimate 34,000 people, in any contact , like right now, the typical disease that we see is malaria, typhoid, diarrhea disease, you know there are diseases like polio etc.”

Pleger however said they are working with other aid agencies to address the water shortage and poor hygiene and sanitation condition by digging more latrines. 

The Central Equatoria governor has announced that a private company has been contracted to build more than thirty thousand houses on the outskirts of Juba. 

Speaking at a public forum at the Nyakuron cultural centre earlier today, Clement Wani Konga announced that the houses will be allocated to people who are currently homeless in the city centre. 

He told the gathering that people allocated the houses will be given a mortgage to repay the cost of the house to the state. 

A polio and measles vaccination campaign is scheduled to be launched in Upper Nile State this week.  
Doctors without borders, MSF are conducting the vaccination campaign from this Saturday, the 7th of June to last between 8 to 10 days.  
MSF Program coordinator, Ogoli Gantle Ogoli says children under the age of 5 years will be vaccinated in 8 of the state’s 13 counties.  

Ogoli Gantle Ogoli: “Yes, basically the campaign will take 8 – 11 days because there are many payams and these people, the health workers in MSF, want to visit these areas to carry out the vaccination.  This is in Upper Nile State.  Also in other areas, where the MSF emergency operates, they may carry out similar vaccination campaigns against polio and measles, but there are many payams here”.

Aweil civil hospital in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State has received a donation of blood and an assortment of medicines. 
The donation was made by UN Peacekeepers as part of activities to commemorate UN Peacekeepers day which was marked last Thursday.  
The State Minister for health, Tong Deng Anei welcomed the donation. 

Tong Deng Anei: “I want to inform all of you that the ministry of health on behalf of the government of Northern Bahr el Ghazal acknowledge the receipt of the medicines that were donated today on the peace keeping day and we really thank the UN and UNMISS in particular for donating these drugs. At the same time, one carton like this of medicine is not like food, it can treat a lot of people because a patient just needs a very few tablets. That is all you need and not all of us who are sick. So I want to thank you Numa and the UN military department for the support that you have given to the people of Northern Bahr el Ghazal”.  

The UNMISS Acting Sate Coordinator; Numa Shams said the donation is to meet the urgent need for supplies in the hospital.  

In foreign news
The government of the Central African Republic has banned the use of mobile Phone text messages. 
The ban comes after days of violent demonstrations in the capital, Bangui, and a mass text campaign calling for a general strike. 
The government has notified mobile phone operators in the country that SMS messaging has been suspended because it posed a security threat.

Protesters are calling on the transitional government that came into power in January to resign. 
The CAR conflict began last year as mainly Muslim Seleka rebels, seized power in the majority Christian country.

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Minister calls on citizens to plant trees 

· Land dispute triggers inter-communal clashes in Eastern Equatoria

· Sending phone text messages has been banned in the Central Africa Republic 
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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