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Good evening. It’s 5pm. This is Radio Miraya news with Chaplain Nemaya. 
The Headlines

· Army and opposition forces trade accusations on violation of ceasefire agreement.

· Greater Equatoria region initiates peace and reconciliation efforts in areas affected by the crisis.

· Ministry of education announces 2013-2014 admission for students into public universities

The army and the opposition continue to trade accusations of violations of the cessation of hostilities agreement.  
Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says opposition forces attacked Bentiu this morning but were repulsed. 

Col. Aguer: “Forcers of Riek Maachar continue to violate the ceasefire.  This morning they attacked SPLA positions round Bentiu, they were defeated and SPLA is pursuing them.  There were casualties but we do not have the details.  This is in addition to what we reported yesterday.  Nassir has been attacked several times.  Yesterday it was attacked with IGAD mediators on the ground a major general who was working for IGAD witnessed it yesterday.  If he is deaf he is not blind, so he must have witnessed it”.

The Spokesperson for SPLA in the opposition, Brig Lul Ruai Koang denies the accusations and instead accuses the SPLA of launching attacks on the opposition positions in parts of Unity State.

Brig. Lul Rua Koang: “That is the opposite of what I am going to tell you.  Yesterday they attacked our positions at XX in Mayom County.  They also attacked our positions at a place called Jazeera in Rubkona, which is closer to Bentiu.  So what happened yesterday their garrison was overran after they had gone to attack our positions by our forces.  So yesterday when they attacked our position sin Jazeera, they were repulsed and they fled back to Rubkona.  This morning they also attempted to come out of Rubkona to attack our positions, so this morning there was also active engagement.  

Political parties and civil society are expected to travel to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia today to participate in the IGAD-led mediation process.  

A statement released by the African Union, says a symposium is expected to bring together up to 150 representatives of South Sudanese society, including delegates from the government, opposition, political parties, faith based groups, civil society and traditional leaders. 

The symposium will initiate the inclusive phase of the mediation process based on a consensual, round table, multi-party dialogue. The leader of the minority in the National Parliament, also Deputy Chairperson of the SPLM-DC party Onyoti Adigo says the party will present a paper with proposals on solving the ongoing crisis.  

Onyoti Adigo:  “All political parties are invited and we have a role to go and present our current view on the current situation in South Sudan.  Because as a party we have got to present a paper also on the current situation, what is the way forward, which will be presented in the peace talks.  All political parties are invited and we will participate as political parties and not as the government because we have our position in the current peace talks.  I am sure the SPLM will go as a political part and not the government because all the political parties have been invited.  

Edmund Yakani is a member of the civil society.  Yakani says their input will be vital to the ongoing peace process.

Edmund Yakani: “We may not sit on the negotiation table where you can see the government and you can see the SPLM and the SPLM in the opposition negotiating under the mediation of IGAD but we shall seek the negotiation process through this symposium so the symposium was meant that we put our inputs, we put our concerns what we think is the best way forward and then the mediators will take it to the negotiating table, which is still questionable in terms of inclusivity that means we are not directly involved in the negotiation process, we are indirectly participating in the negotiating  process by having such avenues such as the symposium of IGAD.  

The symposium follows the signing of Agreement on Resolving the Crisis by President  Salva Kiir Mayardit, and Dr. Riek Machar, leader of SPLM/A – In Opposition, on 9 May in Addis Ababa. 

Actual talks between the government and the opposition are expected to resume after the symposium.

The Greater Equatoria region is initiating a peace and reconciliation effort in an attempt to bring peace to areas affected by the crisis.  
A six-member committee has been formed to travel to Upper Nile and Bahr el-Ghazal to advocate for peace and reconciliation.  
Addressing civil servants in Juba today, Central Equatoria State Governor, Clement Wani Konga said the committee will include representatives from the three Equatoria States.  

Clement Wani: “We are forming a six member committee two from Western Equatoria, two from Equatoria and two from Central Equatoria State so that they can go and spearhead reconciliation in Bahr-El Ghazal so that after a comprehensive peace is reached so that there will be total peace and reconciliation, if Equatorian are not involved there will be no total reconciliation, so South Sudanese should stay together and this should be through reconciliation and the team that will be going to Bahr-El-Ghazal we are ready to stay as brother as well as brothers from Upper Nile”

You’re listening to Radio Miraya News
The Ministry of Education has announced the start of admissions for students into public Universities.  

The Director General for admission in the Ministry, Anthony Sebit says they are targeting 6,000 students for the 2013-2014 intake.  

Sebit says the process of admission in all 5 public universities will start next week.  

He says admission was delayed by the current political crisis, limited funds and space for accommodation in the Universities. 

Anthony Sebit: “We would like also to apologies for the delay that had occurred as a result of some of the financial crisis and then the difficulties the universities are facing in order to accommodate the students. We are starting from the ninth of June to the eighth of July, almost one month process, it is actually to admit students to five public universities, that is the university of Juba, university of Bahr el Gazal, Jong Garang and  Upper Nile University”

The Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General, Hilde Johnson, has visited Bor, in Jonglei State.  

Her visit was to explain the new mandate of the UN Mission and meet with communities of the town that was one of the most affected by the ongoing crisis.  

It is also part of her final tour of the country as she prepares to leave at the end of her contract on the ninth of July.


Johnson says her visit was also to emphasize the importance of protecting IDPs at the UN protection site in Bor.  

Hilde Johnson:  “I wanted to really be here to discuss with the Deputy Governor who is acting today and his team, firstly to go through the new mandate but I also wanted to use the opportunity to discuss the relations with the UN here in Bor, it is good to note that the team under the new Governor all are very committed to friendly and cordial relations with the UN and to prevent anything happening either in the vicinity or against the base.”

Authorities in Lakes State have put in place contingency plans to handle possible cases of cholera.  
The State Ministry of health clusters are meeting regularly and medical staff have been trained on how to prevent and treat the disease.  
The State Minister of health, Majok Malek Ruom says there have been no cases of cholera reported so far. 

Majok Malek: “There are no cases of cholera report in the state but the State is well prepared so that if there are any cases , we will response very quickly , if there is any response in the state  or in any county or any payam , we are going to response very quickly ,we have put down five Land-Cruisers for rapid response and we prepare the staffs , Doctors, Nurses, Clinical Officers  they are on alarm and also what is facing us now is some are the  drugs but we have drugs that we can use if there is any cholera”.

Communities have been directed to observe clean hygiene and sanitation practices to avoid contamination.

The United Nations has welcomed a decision by the Sudanese authorities to relocate more than 30,000 South Sudanese refugees from Kilo 10" in White Nile State.

The United Nations in Sudan has also urged the Government to allow free and rapid movement of international humanitarian workers to access the refugees and ensure the delivery of humanitarian assistance in White Nile and Blue Nile States.

Jens Laerke, Spokesperson for OCHA in Geneva says that heavy rains expected to start in the coming weeks could have grave consequences on the South Sudanese refugees.

Jens Laerke: "The current location of this large group of people has grave humanitarian consequences in particular on the health and sanitation conditions due to possible water borne diseases. The movement of these South Sudanese refugees to a better location will enable the provision of assistance and avert a potential humanitarian crisis for this group of people." 

Thousands of people have fled to Sudan since fighting between government and opposition forces started in December last year.
In Foreign News

Egypt’s former army chief, Abdul Fattah al-Sisi, has been declared winner of the country’s Presidential elections.  
Sisi won a landslide 96.9% of the vote compared to his main rival Hamdeen Sabahi’s 3.1% in last week’s elections.  
Sisi has urged Egyptians to work to restore stability and achieve "freedom" and "social justice".  

The former military chief overthrew President Mohammed Morsi last July and has since then been very vocal against Mr. Morsi's Muslim Brotherhood, which urged a boycott of the election. 

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Army and opposition forces trade accusations on violation of ceasefire agreement.

· Greater Equatoria region initiates peace and reconciliation efforts in areas affected by the crisis.

· Ministry of education announces 2013-2014 admission for students into public universities

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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