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Good afternoon, it’s 1 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.

The Headlines
· Thousands of pupils sit Primary Leaving Certificate examinations in Central Equatoria
· African Union to form high-level committee to strengthen IGAD process
· Civil society groups propose establishment of Truth and Reconciliation Commission
More than 10,000 pupils in Central Equatoria State are sitting the South Sudan Primary Leaving Certificate examinations.  

The pupils are writing the papers in all 6 counties, including a center created at the UN protection of civilians site in Juba. 

More than 6,000 boys and just over 3,000 girls have been registered to sit the papers. 

Launching the start of the exams at the Seventh Day Adventist Primary School in Juba, Central Equatoria State Education Minister Hastin Yokwe urged parents and guardians to support their children and give them enough time to study at home.
Yokwe: “I want to appeal to the parents to avail time for their children to study in their houses or in their homes, not to be interrupted, not to be given heavy jobs so that they concentrate on their studies in order for them to pass. And particularly girls. Girls are always disturbed in their families. That is why on many occasions they don’t perform well and we blame them, but we should blame the parents for not being supportive to their girls. And I would wish all students in the state to pass all so that you have the chance to go to secondary school and peruse your further studies.”

This is the second year pupils are sitting the primary leaving exams based on the South Sudan curriculum.  

Nancy Moite is one the pupils before she entered the examination room.  

She told us she is prepared for the papers.   

Moite: “I am Nancy Moite from Seventh Day Adventist School. I am so happy that I am doing exams today, because they say that every journey has an end. I was prepared since I started primary eight, and then I waited for this day and I am happy that it is there today and I am going to do the papers. Especially for girls who have a lot of work to do at home it is right that they should give enough time for their daughters at least to get time to read and focus on their books.”

The African Union has resolved to form a high-level ad-hoc committee of heads of state and government to strengthen support to the IGAD peace process. 
The AU Peace and Security Council says the committee will comprise one representative from each of the five regions of the continent, tasked with assisting the parties in conflict and stakeholders to achieve durable peace in their country. 
The Council has further warned that parties, who continue to undermine the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement, and obstruct the successful conclusion of the political negotiations, will face stern measures, including recourse to the UN Security Council for further action. 
The government says a drop in non-oil revenue collection coupled with a fall in oil prices on the international market have had a negative impact on the country’s economy. 
This was revealed by Finance Minister Agrey Tisa Sabunio while presenting the first quarter budget report to the Council of Ministers meeting chaired by Vice-President James Wani Igga. 
Government Spokesperson Michael Makuei says measures are underway to improve revenue collections.
Makuei: “Measures are underway for the improvement for all the revenue, the non-oil revenue. It is optimistic that we will be in a position to address all this on time. However, he also informed cabinet about the fall in the oil prices. Of course, this is international and this has not yet affected (South Sudan) but it will definitely have an impact in the second quarter of our financial year.” 

The report was approved and will be tabled to the National Legislative Assembly for deliberation and endorsement.
Meanwhile, the Council has approved a bill of more than 18 million pounds owed to hotels. 

The bill is reported to have accumulated by hosting leaders and elements of former militias in hotels in Juba during negotiations with the forces of David Yau Yau, and General Bapiny Monytuel, who abandoned rebellion and have since been integrated into the SPLA.
The Council resolved that the money will be paid to the hotels after verification.  

The bill was presented by Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lomoru on behalf of National Security Minister Gen Obuto Mamur Mete.

This bill adds to the already approved 13 million pounds for the time government officials spent at hotels during the crisis of December.
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The National Prisons Service is working towards transforming itself from a prison to a correction facility.  

Spokesperson of the Prisons Service Lt. Col. Rodento Tongun Victorio says inmates will undergo rehabilitation and be taught life skills that will help them rebuild their lives when they complete their sentences.  

Tongun says this will be an ongoing process.  The spokesperson has also announced the graduation of more than 90 prison cadets who have completed a one-year training course at the Rajaf Police Training Academy.   

Tongun: “These new cadets will add value to the present situation for our prison services. Prisons have shifted now from prisons to corrections. It is now we are making prisons to be friendly. Friendly in what sense? Friendly in the sense that rehabilitation has to be at the center of imprisonment. What this rehabilitation? Rehabilitation is teaching life skills to those who have committed or presumed to have committed or broken the law. Those who will graduate are 73 male cadets and 19 female cadets, making the total of 92.”

The graduation will take place this Saturday at Juba National Stadium. 
The National Land Commission has noted legal gaps and loopholes that have contributed to disorganization in land issues. 

The commission’s chairperson, Robert Ladu Lowki, says disputes over land ownership have arisen and cannot be resolved due to lack of adequate laws.
Lowki says there is also a need to develop a community land law to handle land ownership at community level and fill the gaps in the 2009 land act.

Ladu lowki says the commission has presented to Parliament a national land policy, to address the legal vacuums. 
The Spokesperson of South Sudan Civil Society Alliance says the move by some it its members to remove their chairperson was unconstitutional. 

Speaking on Radio Miraya Breakfast Show today, David De Dau says it’s the National Council of the Alliance which has exclusive constitutional right to impeach the chairperson.

He says vying for higher position in the Alliance could only be done through respect to its constitution.

De Dau: “The team actually that came together and purported that Deng Athuai has actually been relieved from his office, they came to me and they briefed me and I told them the best thing you can do, I will call the meeting for the National Council of the Alliance. We have to do things according to the constitution. You have to follow the constitution. You have to follow the constitution in order to attain to a certain height of leadership in the country.  The National Council of that Alliance is in defense of its constitution, that what has been done is something that needs to be constitutionalized.” 
A group of the civil society alliance led by Akuoch Ajang Nyanhom last week said they had removed Deng Athuai and declared himself the acting executive for the alliance.
Civil society groups are recommending the establishment of a Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission in the country.

The organizations returned from a study tour in Kenya, where they had gone to learn lessons from Kenyan groups on how they handled the violence that gripped the country after the 2007 Presidential elections. 

More in this report by Sworo Charles Elisha.

Sworo’s report: 

The Civil Society Groups say the commission would handle any grievances and encourage reconciliation amongst communities.  The groups are also advocating for amendments of the Elections Act, Political Parties Act and the NGO bill to ensure more inclusivity. Executive Director of the Agency of Independent Media (AIM) David de Dau also called on the government and SPLM in the opposition to expedite the peace process. 

de Dau: “We are also calling on the Government of South Sudan to look at issues to do with peace and security for the people of South Sudan and we are urging both the government and the SPLM opposition to actually work speedily towards peace so that we can embark on the rebuilding of South Sudan.”

A member of the Board of Directors for the Organization for Nonviolence and Development (ONAD) Light Wilson Aganwa called on the leaders of South Sudan to have a political will to end the fighting.

Aganwa: “You know we need to have a political will as leaders. Salva as President of this country should have a political will. Riek as a leader of this country should have also a political will. Then the two political wills are the image of the people they represent. Thirdly is the country that they will be looking at, not the positions, not the political parties but the common people on the ground. Frankly speaking, if Riek Machar were to look at the people here at the displaced camps, to look at the affected towns in Malakal and Bor at the outskirts and our President to look at these people at their places, they will say enough is enough. Let’s accept and move towards peace. Secondly, they are troubled. They have seen how other countries are enjoying. Why should they let their own people to continue suffering while others are enjoying?” 

The civil society groups have also called on their members to lobby for peace and advocate for the warring parties to silence the guns with immediate effect.
I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya news.
A fuel shortage continues to be experienced in Juba.  

Availability of petrol and diesel has been irregular in the national capital for the past two weeks.  

More in the following report with our reporter Reech Malual.
Reech’s report: 

The shortage is crippling public transport as many fight to board the few taxis that are on the road.  Several people I spoke to said they resorted to parking their cars at their residences and either use public transport or walk to their destinations.  Some are of the opinion that fuel dealers are hoarding supplies, while dealers I spoke to say they have not received any supplies.  The price of petrol, usually at 6 pounds a liter, is going for up to 40 pounds on the black market.  Minister of Petroleum Stephen Dier Dau on Friday informed cabinet that the ministry would avail fuel in the next two days.  Minister Dhieu acknowledged the shortage and said the ministry is doing its best to address the shortage.
I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya news.
In regional news
At least 36 people have been killed by suspected rebels in a village in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo.  

The attackers stabbed and hacked their victims to death in the village of Ahili, in Beni province. 

The victims include a local chief who was burned alive in his house with 10 family members.  

Rebels of the Allied Democratic Front, or ADF, originally from Uganda, are being blamed for the attack.
In sports
Samuel Pawon is here with an update.

Pawon’s report:
City FC managed a 2-nil win over Khor Rumula FC in the opening match of the Equatoria youth football championship, at Juba stadium over the weekend.  In other matches, Kator Stars beat  El Shoulla 1-nil while Dawla FC defeated Hi Zendeia team 3-2.
In Kuajok, Nassir FC beat Gazala 2-1 and Tahrir FC trashed Jamus team 5-1 while Real Black and Rhino FC ended their match in a goalless draw at Freedom Square.

Onto basketball, Warrior’s beat Munuki by 48-36 at the Nimra Talata stadium in Juba, while the Black Stars defeated    citizens by 57-48.  National engineers secured a 64-56 point win over Malakeia.  Still with basketball, Hilal beat Gudele 78-70 points and Nimra Tlata won its match against Nassir by 70 – 64 points.
To end the news, once again the main stories:
· Thousands of pupils sit Primary Leaving Certificate examinations in Central Equatoria
· African Union to form high-level committee to strengthen IGAD process
· Civil society groups propose establishment of Truth and Reconciliation Commission
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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