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Good evening, its 5 pm. Welcome to the last day of 2014. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines
· Police ban shooting and fireworks to welcome in the New Year
· Calm returns to Nassir town, in Upper Nile State following recent clashes
· Central Equatoria state Governor calls for peace and forgiveness in 2015
Police has banned random shooting and setting off of fireworks to welcome in the New Year. 

Deputy Inspector General of Police Lt Gen Andrew Kuol says the practices have been prohibited for security reasons. 

Lt Gen Kuol says security forces have been deployed in Juba to ensure law and order during celebrations.  

Kuol: “We have deployed all our forces in all the sectors in Juba town. The 777 is also on standby for any call from any citizen, but any shooting, any kind of shooting, will not be allowed.  I need to repeat it to the organized forces and as well to the public that we do not allow any shooting, it is also not allowed. I am telling the public as from now, that the fireworks will not be allowed.  Any kind of sound like a bullet will not be allowed, because you see it will encourage people to use firearms instead of bullets.” 

Meanwhile, the SPLA joins police and other security organs to secure the country during New Year’s celebrations.  

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer is confident 2015 will see peace. 

Aguer; “All  the security teams which participated in maintaining security in Juba town during Christmas holiday  will  continue to secure Juba  during the New Year holiday. We have the confidence that the year 2015 will be the year of security to the people of South Sudan. There will be security control all over the country by the SPLA and the other security forces.”
Calm has returned to Nassir town, in Upper Nile State following recent clashes between government and opposition forces.  

The SPLA says one officer was killed and two soldiers wounded in an attack two days ago. 

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer accuses opposition forces of attacking their base.  

Aguer says the fighting has stopped. 

Aguer: “During the last 72 hours the security situation is good with the exception of Riak Machar rebel forces shelling of Al Nasir town in Upper Nile state on the 29th of this month at about 4 pm.They shelled the town with artillery shells, killing one officer and wounding two soldiers, except that that situation all over the country is calm.”
Radio Miraya was unable to reach the opposition for comment.
Central Equatoria State Governor Clement Wani Konga says 2015 should be a year of peace unity and forgiveness. 

Governor Konga is calling on the people of South Sudan to value the country beyond individual, ethnic and regional lines.

Miraya’s reporter Sworo Charles Elisha was at the Governor’s Office as he delivered his message and now reports.

Sworo’s Report: 
The message was contained in the Governor’s New Year’s message delivered in Juba. Governor Konga says the agenda for the people of South Sudan in 2015 should be peace and reconciliation.

Konga: “Our sole agenda should be making and building peace. Fellow citizens, we must understand that our survival as a nation state depends on how we work together to bring peace but not how we work in isolation to eliminate each other. If we don’t work together we are likely to fragment this country and history will reject us all. We therefore have to work together to provide confidence to our citizens and legacy to the future generation.”

Konga also directed political leaders and people of all walks of life to use the New Year to promote peace.

Konga: “I therefore direct all the political leaders in Central Equatoria State, the State Ministers, the Members of Parliament, as well as civil society organizations, youths and women groups, professionals, and trade unions, political parties and faith-based groups to use this opportunity in this year for peace making and peace building. We must start by forgiving each other and reconciling individually at family level, household level, Boma level, County level, State level and finally at national level. The concept grown peace is durable, sustainable and implementable.”

Konga says the leaders of South Sudan should initiate the process of establishing home grown peace.
I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.
The Chairperson of the SPLM-DC party is threatening legal action against the government if it goes ahead to hold elections next year.  

Lam Akol says preparations are not in place for a credible vote.  

Akol says the ongoing crisis would hinder voting.  

Akol: “We would want the government to listen to the voice of reason that you cannot hold elections when fighting is still going on and that cannot be a free and fair election. We hope they listen to what we are telling them.  Secondly, we are saying even if the country was peaceful today; the remaining time is not enough to carry out a credible election.  We hope they listen to us, but if they do not listen, we are going to use the constitution and the law either to persuade them to stop what they are doing or for us to use the force of law.”
The chairperson of the elections commission, Professor Abednego Akolda Akolda, told Radio Miraya last week that the commission would be releasing an electoral calendar in January.  

The vote is scheduled to be held before July 9th 2015, when the term of the current government expires.
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The Foreign Affairs Ministries of Sudan and South Sudan have agreed to refer the issue of exchanged accusations on supporting armed groups to a joint committee between the two countries. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin met with his Sudanese counterpart, Ali Karti, in Khartoum on Tuesday and discussed implementation of joint agreements between the two countries. 

Addressing a joint press conference after the closed door meeting, Marial reiterated South Sudan’s commitment to fully implement the 2012 cooperation agreements. 

Karti on his part said the countries have a joint mechanism to deal with concerns that both sides are supporting rebels in their territory.
The conflict in South Sudan has seriously hampered the protection of children, increasing their vulnerability dramatically, says a new report published this week by United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

The report documents grave violations of children’s rights committed since the country gained independence in 2011.

It says that during the period between December 2013 and September 2014 over 600 children were killed and thousands of child soldiers were seen with state armed groups.

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Leila Zerrougui, says the information in the report is ‘devastating’ and the children of South Sudan were not only affected by renewed violence, they have been directly targeted by all parties to the conflict. 
The Western Bahr el Ghazal government has allocated 700,000 pounds for the construction of four boarding secondary schools in the state. 

Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan says construction of the schools should start immediately to absorb students in the new school year. 

Governor Rizik instructed the county commissioners to oversee the construction. 

Rizik: “We have approved 700,000 and currently this money is in the chest of the ministry of education. A boarding in Udici for boys, boarding in Tadu, two boardings in Raja, one boarding in Sopo for girls, another in Boro-Medina for boys. This is the responsibility of Commissioners.  Jur River Commissioner, you are the one responsible for the boarding in Udici. If it is not completed it will be the failure of the commissioner. In Wau County, we have Tadu boarding for girls. It is the responsibility of Wau County Commissioner, the same for Raja. We want the coming scholastic year to open them and receive students.”
Business and trade have resumed along the Malakal - Renk road in Upper Nile State.  

The route became inaccessible because of insecurity that came with the onset of the crisis. 

Malakal Executive Administrator, Okomy Philip Nyadiing, says security has been deployed and there have been no reports of insecurity since the route was recently reopened.  

Nyadiing: “As admiration of land terminal, we are happy to be in full control and are able to provide transport between Malakal and Renk. It was launched by the mayor of Malakal town. There are security threats. The army is in control, only some few challenges in Akoka but the government is ready to rectify the situation.” 
In regional news

A new study indicates that the International Monetary Fund, the IMF, was partially responsible for the scale of the Ebola crisis in West Africa.  

The research by professors from three leading universities in the UK says IMF policies hampered healthcare spending in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia, all of which are post-conflict states.

Conditions on IMF loans to the three countries over the past two decades prioritized debt repayments and building foreign exchange reserves over healthcare spending. 

The study comes amid mounting criticism about the slow response to the world's worst outbreak of Ebola that has killed nearly 8,000 people and increasing scrutiny on how organizations could have acted differently to prevent this.
To end the News, the headlines once again:
· Police bans shooting and fireworks to welcome in the New Year

· Calm returns to Nassir town, in Upper Nile State following recent clashes
· Central Equatoria state Governor calls for peace and forgiveness in 2015 

With that we have come to the end of this year’s Bulletin, from me Susan Dokolo, wishing you a very peaceful and prosperous 2015.
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