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Good evening, it’s 5pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines
· Foreign Affairs Minister expected to discuss corporation agreements with his Sudanese counterpart
· Legislators in Western Equatoria State called on to foster peace and unity
· MP representing Mundri County calls for joint investigation into killing of security director
The Minister of Foreign Affairs is expected to meet with his counterpart in Khartoum to follow up on corporation agreements signed between the Juba and Khartoum governments.  

Barnaba Marial Benjamin is scheduled to have left today, to discuss the agreements, focusing mainly on security issues.  

In an exclusive interview on the Miraya Breakfast show this morning, spokesperson in the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawien Makol Arik, said the visit is in response to accusations of rebel support from both sides.  

Mawien: “Of late, of course, Sudan has been accusing us that we are supporting their rebels and we also have our own reports that we have seen and that we have shown to them.  As I speak with you, our Minister of Foreign Affairs is traveling today to Khartoum to go and engage them, telling them that those mechanisms are important for the two countries. And I am saying that, although there are times when things go bad, but we still sit together as two countries that have good relations to discuss those issues and that is why I mentioned the visit of the minister so that we cement those areas that we think that we are wrong about.”
The Member of Parliament representing Mundri in the National Legislative Assembly is calling for the establishment of a joint committee of the National and Western Equatoria State governments to investigate the killing of the security director in Mundri West County.  

Joseph Ngere has condemned the killing of Arop Kiir, who was shot dead on Sunday night, and says a thorough investigation is required.  

Ngere has also asked the public to provide any vital information that could help with the investigations. 

Ngere: “People should not be spreading a rumor that this one killed him or the government says that the citizens are the ones who killed him and the opposite. We must leave these accusations and give space for the investigation committee to work accurately. We call for a joint investigative committee involving experts from Juba and the state so as not to victimize his blood in vain and must arrest the culprits. And the thing that I want to say is that the citizens here must provide any information on this incident to the investigation committee. I want to say to citizens of Mundri West or even guests who were here with us, they should provide information if they have to the committee.”
Legislators in Western Equatoria State have been called on to play their role in maintaining peace, security and unity.  

While opening the State Legislative Assembly after a three-month recess, Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro said the MPs should collaborate with the executive and the judiciary as they execute their duties. 

Bangasi said peace in the State is a priority.  

Bakosoro: “The state administration is committed to maintain peace, security and unity at all costs. The executive, the legislature and the judiciary have a joint responsibility to protect the peace-loving citizens. Western Equatoria has a unique maxima -- peace as a priority, unity as a must and respect of the rule of law is the duty of all the citizens. The best way we can manage this state to guarantee its prosperity requires the executive, the legislature and the judiciary to collaborate.”
Police have reported relatively peaceful Christmas celebrations across the country.  

Addressing thousands of police personnel at Buluk Police Headquarters, the Acting Inspector General of Police, Lt Andrew Kuol, passed a vote of thanks to the police force for maintaining security during Christmas. 

Kuol says security arrangements will remain in place at the start of the New Year.

Kuol: ‘From here I can tell you that you successfully accomplished the mission. This is what is required of you by the nation. It is your responsibility. The whole country is very happy and that is why it is important that I have to come and tell you. And this is what I have been telling you. This country doesn’t belong to anybody. It belongs to you and once you take that then it’s a full commitment.”
Meanwhile, traffic police in Juba registered four deaths over the Christmas period.  

Central Equatoria State Director of Traffic Lt Col Latjor Peter Lam says the traffic office recorded several separate incidents within Juba from the 23rd to 28th of the month.  

Peter: “Some accidents happened for different causes. And there are four cases of deaths, this from 23rd  up to 28th. There were four accidents with seven serious injuries and 18 minor injuries, and 10 cases of destroyed vehicles and one case of driving under influence of alcohol.”    

The Director says efforts are being put in place to ensure patrols remain in place at the start of the New Year. 
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Newly appointed commissioners in Western Bahr el Ghazal State have been directed to establish payam headquarters in their counties.  

State Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan made the call at the swearing in ceremony of the new commissioners of Wau, Raja and Jur River Counties.  

Governor Rizik said the new commissioners should put in place proper administrative and judicial units to serve the communities.  

Rizik: “We have established offices of counties, but did we establish the social setting? No.  This is the biggest assignment. We have announced the formation of 41 payams in WBGS. We have not organized these payams. It is the first assignment for the commissioners that every commissioner should establish their own payams. Jur River has 16 payams, Wau County has 11 payams, Raja County has 14 payams. Forty-one payams should have 41 executive chiefs. The whole county should have a paramount chief. In Wau town, there should be a local court in Wau North and Wau South as the work of the Mayar and his deputy. Like this, we are establishing civil administration.”  

Governor Rizik on Saturday dismissed the commissioners of Wau, Raja and Jur and announced new appointments.  
A new mayor for Wau municipality was also announced.
Meanwhile, the government of Western Bahr el Ghazal has been called on to appoint more female commissioners.  

Responding to the recent appointments, the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO, says the female appointments should be made as provided for in the Transitional Constitution and the Local Government Act.

Edmund Yakani is CEPO’s Executive Director. 

Yakani: “Honorably, we are calling the Governor of Western Bahr el Ghazal State to ensure that in such reshuffles we need to see female commissioners to represent the affirmative action that is allocated by the Transitional Constitution Article 16 subsection 4(a). And this is also repeated in the Local Government section 12 subsection 8, which says gender mainstreaming is a must in local government. So, unfortunately, we have seen three commissioners, men, one Mayor as a man. We have not seen a female. So we are calling upon them, the governors if they are doing appointment of local government officials they should not violate the Transitional Constitution Article 16 and at the same they should observe section 12 and subsection 8 of the Local Government Act.”
In regional news

Heavy gunfire has been reported near the presidential palace in Gambia.  

Reports from the Associated Press News agency are quoting witnesses who say soldiers from the presidential guard were behind the attack in the Capital Banjul. 

The fighting was reported while President Yahya Jammeh is on a visit to France. 

There were reports on local media and on social media of an attempted coup but there is no immediate comment from the authorities. 

Mr Jammeh seized power in a coup in 1994 and his critics accuse him of ruling with an iron-hand. 
To end the News, the main stories once again:
· Foreign Affairs Minister expected to discuss corporation agreements with his Sudanese counterpart
· Legislators in Western Equatoria State called on to foster peace and unity
· MP representing Mundri County calls for joint investigation into killing of security director 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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