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Good afternoon, it’s 1.00 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines
· Foreign Affairs Minister expected in Khartoum to follow up on corporation agreements
· Police to secure capital ahead of New Year’s celebrations
· Lakes state Information Minister urges communities to end revenge killings 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs is expected to travel to Khartoum to follow up on corporation agreements signed between the Juba and Khartoum governments.  

Barnaba Marial Benjamin is scheduled to meet with his Sudanese counterpart to discuss the agreements, focusing mainly on security issues.  

In an exclusive interview on the Miraya Breakfast show this morning, Spokesperson in the Foreign Affairs Ministry Mawien Makol Arik said the visit is in response to accusations of rebel support from both sides.  

Mawien: “Of late, of course Sudan has been accusing us that we are supporting their rebels and we also have our own reports that we have seen and that we have shown to them.  As I speak with you, our Minister of Foreign Affairs is traveling today to Khartoum to go and engage them, telling them that those mechanisms are important for the two countries. And I am saying that although there are times when things go bad, but we still sit together as two countries that have good relations to discuss those issues. And that is why I mentioned the visit of the minister so that we cement those areas that we think that we are wrong about.”
Police have reported relatively peaceful Christmas celebrations across the country.  

Addressing thousands of police personnel at Buluk Police Headquarters, the Acting Inspector General of Police, Lt Andrew Kuol, passed a vote of thanks to the police force for maintaining security during Christmas. 

Kuol says security arrangements will remain in place at the start of the New Year.

Kuol: ‘From here I can tell you that you successfully accomplished the mission. This is what is required of you by the nation. It is your responsibility. The whole country is very happy and that is why it is important that I have to come and tell you. And this is what I have been telling you. This country doesn’t belong to anybody. It belongs to you and once you take that then it’s a full commitment.”

Meanwhile, traffic police in Juba registered four deaths over the Christmas period.  

Central Equatoria State Director of Traffic Lt Col Latjor Peter Lam says the traffic office recorded several separate incidents within Juba from the 23rd to 28th of the month.  

Peter: “Some accidents happened for different causes. And there are four cases of deaths, this from 23rd  up to 28th. There were four accidents with seven serious injuries and 18 minor injuries, and 10 cases of destroyed vehicles and one case of driving under influence of alcohol.”    

The Director says efforts are being put in place to ensure patrols remain in place at the start of the New Year. 

Meanwhile, Juba Teaching Hospital registered 100 births over Christmas.  

Staff at the hospital say they are facing a shortage of midwives to attend to pregnant mothers. 

The police special court in Juba is investigating several cases of robbery and human rights abuses involving members of the police force. 

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. General Henry Danima says one of the cases under investigation involves the death of a crime suspect after he was manhandled by a policeman.

Danima: “I have three cases of misconduct. So one was last night and right now we have seven people inside and we have two cases of misconduct of people who are drunk. I got a call from a woman and man who were quarreling, so the police went there to bring these people for investigation. I think somewhere along the way, the policeman handled him.”

Meanwhile, police in Central Equatoria state say the state had a largely peaceful Christmas festival. 
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan, UNMISS, destroyed weapons and ammunition recovered from civilians seeking refuge in the UNMISS base at Bor in Jonglei State on Monday.

The destruction of ammunition was conducted near the UNMISS base along Bor-Juba road.

Radio Miraya’s reporter Chaplain Nemaya reports.

Chaplain’s report: 
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan has destroyed a deadly assortment of weapons and ammunition confiscated from internally displaced people living at the UNMISS base in Bor County of Jonglei State.

The weapons include more than 100 rounds of ammunition, 20 machetes, more than one hundred and forty military uniforms and accessories, Bayonets, sickles and Empty Magazines.

During the destruction, UNMISS’ State Coordinator in Jonglei state, Hazel De Wet, warned that no person will be allowed to enter UNMISS base with any weapon.

State Coordinator: “I still inform each and everyone here in Jonglei as well as in Bor town that we will do whatever it will take to ensure that no one enters our base with a weapon.”

Military and police components of the UN Mission in South Sudan conducted a search for weapons and restricted items at the Protection of Civilians site since last year, and destruction of the weapons and ammunition was witnessed by the government officials.
. 

UN Police Deputy State Advisor Colonel Komane Eddy assured the public that the UNMISS protection of civilians site is now free of weapons.

UNPOL: “That has shown that where they are staying now is weapons free. I could say that thanks to that operation that was conducted when they were relocating.”

Indian peacekeeper Big General Rajeev Kumar says the mission’s peacekeepers will work with government institutions to set South Sudan free from conflict

Clip for Brig. “We need to consolidate in terms of various institutions, institutions of government, which create capacity for the quality, strong, professional modern armed forces which binds the country together.”

Meanwhile, Jonglei State’s Deputy Governor Baba Medan says peace is one way to develop a strong nation for the new generation.

Baba: “We need to see our children growing up with a future, so only peace will promote development to our people.” 

I am Chaplain Nemaya, for Radio Miraya News.

The UN World Food Programme is once again transporting humanitarian supplies via barge on the Nile River between Kosti, Renk and Wadakona.

A WFP barge has offloaded 450 metric tons of food that will feed more than 28,000 people.

WFP Spokesperson Challis McDonough says the supplies will assist immediate programs to prevent malnutrition in the region as well as pre-positioning additional supplies for future support. 

Road closures due to the rainy season and insecurity had previously forced the WFP to transport supplies via air, however she says using the river to transport goods is significantly cheaper

McDonough: “We have been heavily reliant on air operations to supply food assistance to many isolated areas of the three conflict-affected states. And air operations are 6 - 7 times more expensive than moving food by road and by barge. So this is really a significant breakthrough in our availability to provide food assistance in large quantities to people who are in urgent need, particularly in Upper Nile State.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Lakes State Minister of Information and Communication Dhieu Wal is urging the community to unite and reconcile differences that have triggered a new wave of revenge killings in Lakes state.

The call by the minister comes three days after more than 40 people were killed and scores wounded in inter clan fights in Rumbek East County.

The minister says the community has an answer to the cycle of revenge, that started after a paramount chief was murdered by a Thuyic clan member in August.

Wal: “The government can control for one month, for two months, but the last thing, peace, will be returned by the community itself because it has the people who are in close touch with their people. So I am sure there will be no fighting again because the authorities went and talked to them and they listened also.”

And in regional news

The U.S. military has launched an air strike targeting a senior leader of the al-Shabab militant group in Somalia.  

A statement from the US defense department says the strike took place in the area of Saakow. 

The US has not identified the leader targeted in the latest strike or said whether it was successful. 

The air strike comes two days after a top al-Shabab militant, Zakariya Ahmed Ismail Hersi, surrendered to police.
To end the news, the main stories once again: 
· Foreign Affairs Minister expected in Khartoum to follow up on corporation agreements

· Police to secure capital ahead of New Year’s celebrations
· Lakes State Information Minister urges communities to end revenge killings 
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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