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Good Evening its 5:00 pm, I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news, 

The Headlines

· Peace talks between government and opposition adjourned for the Christmas break
· SPLA soldiers and civilians exchange gunshots in Rumbek East
And 

· Speaker of the Central Equatoria Assembly urges police to provide maximum security during Christmas

Peace talks between the government and the opposition have been adjourned to allow negotiators lay strategies for a new plan for negotiations.

IGAD chief mediator, Seyoum Mesfin, said the talks were adjourned to give negotiators time to celebrate Christmas and the New Year.

He however said that, during the recess mediators will hold a summit to discuss a new direction for negotiations that will strengthen the peace process.
The latest round of peace talks between the government and the opposition opened on Thursday in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa.

Spokesperson for the Government delegation, Michael Makuei, told journalists at Juba International Airport today that the Opposition has changed their position on principles they had agreed earlier.

Makuei accuses the opposition of reneging after the progress they made at the beginning of this round of talks. 
Clip……………………………….. Michael Makuei 1

SPLA soldiers and civilians exchanged gunshots again today in Rumbek East County following a shooting incident last week. 

Reliable sources on the ground reported the gunfire began when suspects being accompanied by SPLA Soldiers allegedly attempted escape near the market area. 

One woman was wounded from the gunfire and is now in a critical condition.  

Last week the community also exchanged gunshots with the SPLA which resulted in the death of two civilians. 

The Commissioner of Rumbek East County Madong William Mading says the situation has been contained and  Security Forces are patrolling the area.

The Speaker of the Central Equatoria State Legislative Assembly is urging police to provide maximum security during the Christmas celebrations in the state.

Naphtali Hassan Gale was speaking as the Guest of Honour during a Christmas carol event organized by Central State Government for the workers of the State in Juba.

Naphtali directed the State Police Commissioner to ensure no incidences of insecurity are reported in the counties.

Roll clip…………….Naphtali Hassan Gale 2
“During the Christmas season you will see on the streets of Juba a number of children moving up and down. And would like to urge our police force, the organized forces to make sure security is at its maximum. Celebrate the Christmas, be part of the Christmas but don’t join the Christmas because you will compromise the security of this state. I would like to urge to live up to the expectations and we expect minimal cases that day. So therefore take your responsibility I know there are already measures put in place to enable you secure the town. I would also you the Police Commissioner to ensure that all our counties are well secure so that we hear no incidences of issues arising there.”

Meanwhile the State Minister of Social Development Mary Apai Ayiga called on the parents to take care of their children during the Christmas celebrations in Central Equatoria State.

Roll clip…………..Mary Apai Ayiga 3
“You celebrate this Christmas very well in your houses especially these young boys who will go out at night you advise them. If you have children in the house you advise them. Walking at night is not good. So let them be in their houses so that you celebrate Christmas as you intend to. So please families, children especially mothers don’t leave your children. You take care of these children; because always when I travel in Christmas like this people are calling me children are here, come and pick them; send your staff to pick them. Please don’t allow the children to move anyhow. Keep them in the house. Take them to the church, pray and bring them back home.”

A group of aggrieved citizens of Kuac South Payam in Gogrial West County, has called for the removal of their representative from Warrap State Parliament. 

In a petition to Warrap State Assembly, the citizens claimed 11 counts against their representative, Ariech Mayar Ariech.

These include allegations of embezzlement of community funds, abandoning duties in parliament and interference with the legal process of murder cases. 

MP Ariech dismissed the allegations as baseless. 

Warrap State Assembly Speaker Madot Dut Deng confirmed receipt of the petition but said community members should prove the allegations in a court of law.   

Roll clip…………………Madot Dut Deng 4
“our constitution is very clear it does not allow us that that a community that a member came from can withdraw the membership elected MP. There grievances are there, they have to prove them before the court and the court mail the verdict. but with this petition our leadership is not going to do anything, we are going to reply them that our constitution does not allow us to dismiss a member because they community withdraw their confidence on a member.”

The Equatoria Hotel in Yambio, Western Equatoria State was destroyed on the weekend after a fire tore through the building. 

The Hotel which is located in Masia market is one of the oldest in Yambio, authorities say it is not clear what started the fire. 

The owner of the Hotel Gabriel Paul Uku witnessed the incident.
Roll clip…………….Gabriel Paul Uku: 5
“My presence I just sow a black smoke strongly coming out between plywood and Zinc. My children were screaming and shouting to those who were inside playing pool. No fire could be seen, until a strange sound came out “Tosh” with that immediately fire sparked, we could not remove anything at all. There was no electricity on, we have a Generator which we put on from 6 Pm to midnight and we switch it off during the day. About the damages I don’t know what to say, only everything I had in my Hotel all got burnt.” 

More than seven hundred primary school pupils have completed their examinations at the United Nations protection of Civilians’ Site in Bor town of Jonglei State. 

The pupils concluded their end of year exams last week and picked up their marked papers today. 

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya has more in the following report.  
Roll Clip………………………………. BOR POC Report   6
Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, Acting governor, Kuel Aguer Kuel, has sent a Christmas message wishing joy and peace for the people of South Sudan.

In his message, Aguer asked the citizens to pray for peace and stability in the country.

Roll clip…………… Kuel Aguer Kuel 7
“my message to the people of South Sudan is that they should enjoy their Christmas and during their Christmas prayers, they should ask God to bring peace to South Sudan so that we are stable and we can continue to develop our area. This is my message to the people of south Sudan. For the people of Northern Bahr el Ghazal, the peace and stability in Northern Bahr el Ghazal was not brought by the government alone. It is the contribution of the people of Northern Bahr el Ghazal. Our people understand law, they understand the rule of law and therefore, nobody takes the law into their hands and therefore, there is stability”

Kuel cautioned the young people to refrain from engaging in violent activities over the Christmas holidays.

In Sports

Final selections for the National Athletics Team have concluded. 

Forty eight athletes from ten states took part in the selection process at Buluk athletic track in Juba. 

Kamal John Akol, the general secretary National Athletics association, says 17 out of the 48 athletes have made it to the national team.

Roll clip………………Kamal John Akol 8
“today the selection of the national team of athletics has ended, with participation of 48 athletes from the ten states among the 14 females and competition ended in a good way and higher performance and those results is a good sign and it shows that the athletics federation is on the right track and this section of 17 athletes out of 48 is determent as national team to participate in East and Central Africa championship in February  and African championship in March in Ethiopia and also will take part in all African games  in June 2015”

And Gumbo FC has been crowned champions of the Equatoria Youth Football tournament.

Gumbo FC City defeated Barcelona FC 1-Nil at the Juba stadium on Saturday, pushing them to the final victory.

Meanwhile Kator stars defeated Eagle united 1- nil in the losers game.

The state Minister of youth and sports, David Lokonga Moses, said the tournament should be used as an opportunity to unite the young people.

To end the News, the Main Points Once again

· Peace talks between government and opposition adjourned for the Christmas break
· SPLA soldiers and civilians exchange gunshots in Rumbek East
And 

· Speaker of the Central Equatoria Assembly urges police to provide maximum security during Christmas

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News, I am Susan Dokolo
1

