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Good afternoon, it’s 1.00 pm. I am Alex Agole with Radio Miraya News. 

The Headlines
· Peace Talks have been adjourned to allow negotiators to lay strategies for a new plan of action on negotiations
· New MOU signed in Khartoum to ease life for South Sudanese nationals in Sudan
· Revenge killing claims life of local chief in Jur River County
Peace talks for South Sudan have been adjourned to allow negotiators lay strategies for a new plan for negotiations.
Addressing a news conference in Addis Ababa on Sunday, IGAD chief mediator Seyoum Mesfin said the talks were adjourned to give negotiators time to celebrate Christmas and the New Year.

He, however, said that, during the recess mediators will hold a summit to discuss a new direction for negotiations that will strengthen the peace process.

The latest round of peace talks between the South Sudanese government and the country’s rebel faction rebels led by former vice-president Riek Machar opened on Thursday in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa.

The latest round of talks opened on Thursday last week. Over the past four days, negotiators managed to discuss a wide range of issues ranging from leadership to security and management of public finance and budgeting.
The chairperson of the communications committee of the National Legislative assembly, Thomas Wani Kundu, says Parliament is ready to scrutinize and amend the controversial clauses in National Security Bill.

President Kiir referred the Bill back to Parliament on Friday for further deliberation.

Kundu says the president’s decision to return the bill back to Parliament is commendable. 

Kundu: “Yes, the bill is back in parliament and that’s why we appreciate his Excellency the president for having responded positively to the demands of the people of South Sudan. We shall follow the same procedures we demanded -- present it to the committee and the committee will present it and we shall begin the normal procedure of debating and passing the bill, which normally begins with the first, second and third reading and off course looking at those provisions which are controversial.”  

Last month a group of MPs from the Greater Equatoria region petitioned the President, asking him not to sign the security bill into law, on grounds that the way it was passed defied the parliamentary procedures. 

A new Memorandum of Understanding spelling out a package of rights for South Sudanese citizens in Sudan has been signed in Khartoum.

Under the memorandum, South Sudanese nationals in Sudan will have permission to enter, reside and work legally, have an access to services and freedom of movement.

South Sudanese in Sudan will also be given identity cards free of charge, which will be valid for their entire period of stay in Sudan.

The Memorandum of Understanding was signed yesterday, Sunday, by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the Commission for Refugees and Directorate General of Passports and Immigration of the Ministry of Interior of the Republic of the Sudan.

UNHCR is expected to support the Directorate General of Passports and Immigration to implement the registration and documentation of the South Sudanese nationals in Sudan.  
The UN Food Agency ,World Food Programme, says the race is on to get food into South Sudan, now that the dry season has started to avoid a "hunger catastrophe”.

The UN agency says 2.5 million people will start the New Year not knowing where their next meal is coming from.

 World Food Programme's Elizabeth Byrs said it was essential to start delivering food aid now that the roads are starting to clear.

Byrs: "We need to stake this opportunity at the beginning of the dry season to start pre-positioning. Roads are drying out slowly and we are sending trucks and it allows us to use less airlift operations because it costs six to seven times more than by trucks or barge along the river." 
The South Sudanese oil price on the world market has dropped to $25 dollars per barrel, according to a new report by the London-based Financial Times newspaper.

According to the Financial times Newspaper, the price of South Sudanese oil is currently the lowest on the world market.

The report attributes the drop to low oil prices worldwide and high pipeline fees paid by Juba to Khartoum. 

According to an agreement signed in 2012, South Sudan pays a fixed rate of $26 dollars per barrel transported through Sudan's pipelines, regardless of the market value.
The Chief of Kangi Payam, in Jur River County, has been killed in what has been described as a revenge attack.

The Commissioner of Jur River County, John Arop, says Chief Ushu Malual was killed on Friday by a group of youths.

The commissioner does not rule out the possibility that the youths acted in revenge of the death of a youth in a community conflict.

Arop: “A group of youth ambushed the chief on his way from Kangi to his home in Ator. They attacked him with spears and killed him. But we said the security organs should go and bring these youth to the court to be investigated why they killed the chief. But what I know is that there was a conflict last week between the group that killed the chief and the family of the chief. Youth fought in the market and killed one from the group that killed the youth today. We considered this a revenge attack, but according to the law we will not allow this to happen among the people”.
The Catholic Diocese of Tombura Yambio has resolved to increase its efforts in peace building and reconciliation in 2015.

This was part of the resolutions made at the end of the churches’ annual General Assembly.

The Bishop of Tombura Yambio Diocese, Edwardo Hiboro Kusala, says the component of peace and reconciliation will be integrated into most of the programs being run by the Catholic Diocese of Tombura.

Hiboro: “Among many of the things we have looked into is the violence that we have in our country, so we have decided to make a program for peace, a program of reconciliation as an important element of our programs. That means every religious program, every catechism, every gathering we have to bring in the component of peace.

In a related development, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Caretaker Governor Kuel Aguer Kuel has sent out a Christmas message wishing joy and peace for the people of South Sudan.

In his message, Aguer asked the citizens of South Sudan to pray for peace and stability in South Sudan.

Kuel: “My message to the people of South Sudan is that they should enjoy their Christmas and during their Christmas prayers they should ask God to bring peace to South Sudan so that we are stable and we can continue to develop our area. This is my message to the people of south Sudan. For the people of Northern Bahr el Ghazal, the peace and stability in Northern Bahr el Ghazal was not brought by the government alone. It is the contribution of the people of Northern Bahr el Ghazal. Our people understand law, they understand the rule of law and, therefore, nobody takes the law into their hands and therefore, there is stability.”

Kuel cautioned the young people to refrain from engaging in violent activities over the Christmas holiday.
A music festival was staged at Juba stadium on Sunday to promote the message of peace through music.

Championed by the Sudan Based Ourpaap group, the festival also recognized the music pioneers for their role in shaping the map of South Sudan arts.   

Stephen Opera Ouchala, the founder of Ourpaap group, told Radio Miraya that music and dance can play a vital role in promoting peace in South peace.

Ouchala: “We are celebrating our Silver Jubilee. We are also happy that we have invited people from Sudan, our friends … and we are also honoring our pioneers in Music like R and C band group and Monica in Wau and also just Foshoda in Malakal. This is just like giving our gift tour for South Sudanese citizens to enjoy the Christmas. Thanks very much.”

The National Ministry of Labor has announced a five-day Christmas holiday for employees in South Sudan.

The Undersecretary of Labor Hellen Achiro, says the Christmas Holiday in South Sudan begins on 24 December and ends on 28th December.

Achiro: “Christmas holiday begins from the 24th, which means from the 23rd people will stop working. Then from 24th until 28th people will still be enjoying their Christmas and on the 29th people will be expected to report at their place of work. The New Year of course falls on the 1st. In that case it is only one day that is being recognized and on Friday people are expected at their place of work.”

In foreign news
Moncef Marzouki, Tunisia’s caretaker president, has refused to admit defeat in Tunisia's first free presidential election, after exit polls suggested Beji Caid Essebsi had won.

One exit poll gave Essebsi  55.5%, with several others showing similar figures.

The BBC reports that the caretaker president, a former exile, said his rival's declaration of victory was "undemocratic".

Official results are not expected until Monday evening. 
In sports

Final selections for the National Athletics Team have concluded. 

Forty eight athletes from ten states took part in the selection process at Buluk athletic track in Juba. 

Kamal John Akol, the general secretary National Athletics association, says 17 out of the 48 athletes have made it to the national team.

Akol: “Today the selection of the national team of athletics has ended, with participation of 48 athletes from the ten states, among them 14 females. And competition ended in a good way. Higher performance and those results is a good sign and it shows that the athletics federation is on the right track. This selection of 17 athletes out of 48 is determined as a national team to participate in the East and Central Africa championship in February  and African championship in March in Ethiopia and also will take part in all African games  in June 2015.”

The selected athletes will go into the closed camp after the Christmas holiday. 
And Gumbo FC has been crowned champions of the Equatoria Youth Football tournament.

Gumbo FC City defeated Barcelona FC 1-Nil at the Juba stadium on Saturday, pushing them to the final victory.

Meanwhile Kator Stars defeated Eagle United 1- nil in the losers' game.
The state Minister of Youth and Sports, David Lokonga Moses, said the tournament should be used as an opportunity to unite the young people.

Moses: “We want to make sure that this tournament (is) … something very important. One is love, two is unity. The other one here is that bringing everybody together, that we want peace and all of you the youth members of Equatoria make sure that all the sons and daughters of South Sudan, the youth, work as a team, in particular Equatoria, that you are here for peace and love so that we have prosperity in the future.”

To end the News, the main stories once again:
· Peace Talks have been adjourned to allow negotiators to lay strategies for a new plan of action on negotiations
· New MOU signed in Khartoum to ease life for South Sudanese nationals in Sudan

· Revenge killing claims life of local chief in Jur River County
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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