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Good afternoon, it’s 5 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines
· Government rejects an arms embargo imposed by the European Union
· Save the children calls on parties to the conflict to ensure the protection of children
· Students in Juba compete to win technical scholarships in Ethiopia

On Monday, the European Union declared an arms embargo on South Sudan, and invited all key international partners to consider this measure. 
The European Union head of delegation to South Sudan, Stefano De Leo, says the arms embargo is a measure being taken to push the government to expedite a peace deal and end the suffering of the people. 

De Leo: “This is not a punishment, but this is a measure to make possible adoption faster if necessary. I suppose that if both parties are not violating agreements, are sitting together and are adopting a positive stand, no need for further measures will be necessary. Depends on the situation. The more the time goes, the more the suffering of the population goes on as well.”   

Responding to this measure, the Spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawien Makol Ariek, said the government is opposed to the arms embargo and that it is working to end the conflict. 

Ariek: “We are totally opposed to any arms embargo, any sanction for that matter that the international community is preparing to impose on the government of South Sudan. Because as the government we are seeking for support, not sanctions, and we have seen that sanctions have been hanging around. The reason for the sanctions of course is to try to bring the parties to the table, but at this juncture the government is not refusing the peaceful settlement of the conflict. We are instead helping the efforts to come true.” 
The children’s agency, Save the Children, is calling on all the actors in this conflict to increase their efforts to ensure the protection and care of children who have been affected in this conflict.

The call by Peter Walsh, Save the Children’s Country Director, comes amid concerns about an emerging child protection crisis in South Sudan.

Walsh says the state of children in South Sudan has deteriorated significantly over the past one year of conflict and the future of an entire generation of South Sudanese Children is at risk.

Walsh: “Children are innocent and are at the greatest risk of harm in a conflict scenario, including child labour, early marriage, sexual violence and recruitment and use by armed forces and groups, and this is happening. The situation of children has significantly deteriorated and the future of an entire generation of South Sudanese children is at extreme risk.”

Save the Children estimates 400,000 children in South Sudan have dropped out of school as a result of the conflict, while 50% of the internally displaced and 70% of refugees are children.  
The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan Toby Lanzer, says $1.8 billion dollars is needed to support aid relief operations in South Sudan.

Addressing a news conference in Juba on Tuesday, Lanzer said donors have already given $60 million dollars and an additional $600 million dollars is needed by the end of February to reach more people by road and pre-position supplies for the rest of the year.

Lanzer: “We are going into January able to keep our operations running, but by the end of February we need $600 million dollars to make sure that we can really make the best use of the dry season, reach as many people as possible in need and pre-position assistance so that once the rains come and people start planting, once the rains come and the roads get worse, we have already prepositioned assistance in key areas, so that the aid operation can keep working in a cost effective manner.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news
Gunmen have stormed the residence of the Bishop of the Episcopal Church of Sudan in Yei River County and robbed him of cash and property.

The loot from Bishop Hillary Adeba’s house includes a Toyota Land Cruiser car, laptop computers and more than 3,000 pounds.

Yei River County Chief Inspector of Police Col. Jeremiah Maker says the gunmen were intercepted and arrested just as they fled out of Yei.

He explains what happened.

Maker: “There is a group of criminals broke in the house of the Bishop and they took from him a lot of money, a laptop and a car. We blocked all the roads in Yei up to this morning at 5:00 am. The car has been captured in Bungu area so now my force has left for Bungu to bring the criminals and the car.”

In other news, the Chief Inspector of Police Yei County, Jeremiah Maker, says a comprehensive security plan has been drawn to ensure safety during the Christmas period.

Maker says security patrols will be beefed at worship centers and at key government installations.

Maker: “All our forces are 100% on standby to provide security in each church. Eleven forces will be deployed. I am urging the public in Yei not to worry about security as it was last year. This year there will be maximum security. I also urge the public to cooperate with the police and inform them in case of anything wrong.“
In a related development, highway robbers targeted five vehicles along the Juba-Kajo-Keji Road on Tuesday, and made off with money and mobile phones.

The incident happened on Tuesday, where a driver working with Kajo-Keji transport association escaped unhurt and narrated the incident to the Member of Parliament for Kajo-Keji County in the State Assembly, Dabe Francis Elisama.

Quoting this driver, Dabe Francis Elisama said eight robbers stopped the vehicles and robbed the passengers.

Elisama: “One of the drivers of Kajo-Keji Transport Association Company happened to be with me in my house when they were on their duty going to Kajo-Keji. They fell in the hands of the robbers. These robbers, according to him, happened to be some organized youth from the cattle keeping communities. When they were almost crossing a stream so as to reach a place called Moyo Sukun, they found these youth there and then they stopped the car. So they took money from him and then some telephones also from the passengers. They were not beaten but they took the money and then telephones from the passengers.”

A hundred students are competing to win 60 technical  scholarships in Ethiopia.

The director of training in the national ministry of education, Benjamin Gabriel, says the students will win places in the Ethiopian Technical Institute.

He says candidates began sitting for a test conducted by  a team from the Ethiopian institute at the University of Juba today and final tests will be held tomorrow .

The court of appeal for the Equatoria judicial circle heard a petition on Tuesday filed by a lawyer challenging the legality of the steering committee of the bar association.

The petition resulted in the postponement of the bar association elections that were scheduled to take place on 9th December.

Reech Malual has been following the story and now reports

Reech Malual: 
The court of appeal in Juba ruled that the South Sudan bar association elections be halted pending the hearing and disposal filed by Dr. William Authwon.

In his suit, advocate Dr. William Authwon claimed that the steering committee does not have a legal status to run the affairs of the lawyers.

William argued that the steering committee was formed by non-lawyers, citing a scenario where the deputy chairman is serving a prison sentence for allegedly forging academic papers. 

The petitioner also argued that the Advocate Act 2013 provides for the establishment of an advocate council comprising of members from the judiciary, legal affairs and private lawyers before any elections can be held.

The legal representative of the South Sudan bar association steering committee however told the court that the association steering committee holds a legal status.

Hearing of the case continues on 19th December.

Advocates may have to wait a bit longer until court makes a final ruling on the petition. 
A two-day forum organized by the Association of Media Development in South Sudan in collaboration with SPLA and the National Security Information Department has ended today in Warrap state. 

The forum aimed to improve the working relationship between journalists and security operators in the region.

Chairman of the Union of Journalists for South Sudan Oliver Modi urged reporters and security operators to work closely and openly to avoid misunderstandings. 

Modi: “We are looking at what is the root cost of all this misunderstanding between us because the nation needs us, needs the security and the journalists as well and both security and the journalists need to be functional. They need to really give their services to the people as much as they can so that people of the Republic of South Sudan can advance development and nation building we are talking about. “

He also called on the people of Warrap State to support journalists as he says media is the corner stone of the development.
And in foreign news
Sierra Leone is due to mount house-to-house searches in the capital Freetown to find hidden cases of Ebola.

President Ernest Bai Koroma said that Sunday trading would also be banned and travel between districts restricted. 

Media reports say the measures come after authorities banned all public celebrations of Christmas and New Year in a bid to tackle the virus.

Sierra Leone is one of the countries worst hit by Ebola, which has killed more than 6,800 people this year.
To end the news once again the main stories:
· Government rejects an arms embargo imposed by the European Union

· Save the children calls on parties to the conflict to ensure the protection of children
· Students in Juba compete to win technical scholarships in Ethiopia
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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