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Good evening, it’s 5 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines
· UN Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan calls for free humanitarian access during the dry season

· IGAD chief mediator calls for an end to violence
· A top government official in Lakes state demands unconditional release of two detained MPs
The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan is calling for unfettered access during the dry season to deliver relief items to conflict affected areas.

Toby Lanzer says road access is crucial for delivery of more than 300,000 metric tons of humanitarian assistance across the country. 

Lanzer: “As we enter the dry season now we need to deliver 335,000 metric tons of relief items to different parts of this country. We need to move it by road. We cannot do it by air. We cannot do it by having barges go up and down the river. So during this dry season it is absolutely crucial that we have seamless access along all the roads which are now drying and our transporters want to be using.”

The Chief Mediator of the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development Ambassador, Seyoum Mesfin, has appealed to the warring sides to end the violence and suffering faced by the people of South Sudan.

Addressing a news conference in Ethiopia’s capital Addis Ababa, Ambassador Mesfin said the leaders of South Sudan must make the choice to end violence and stop looking at violence as a means to resolve conflicts. 

Ambassador Mesfin made this special appeal to the people of South Sudan.

Mesfin: “I appeal to all citizens of South Sudan to not be drawn into a return to violence, retribution and destruction. Do not be influenced by rumors and unhelpful rhetoric. Do not be influenced by hatred and vengeance. Let us make this last appalling year of horror and tragedy not an indicator of South Sudan’s future but a shocking reminder of choosing war over peace.”

Meanwhile the IGAD-mediated peace talks between the government and the opposition are expected to resume tomorrow.

The government spokesperson, Michael Makuei, says the government delegation will travel to Ethiopia today to attend the talks.
The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights has warned that there are ‘deeply worrying’ indications that fighting in South Sudan may intensify now that the dry season has begun.

He urged all parties to practice restraint, engage in meaningful dialogue and work to restore calm. 

Speaking on the one year anniversary of the beginning of the current conflict in South Sudan, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein urged both sides to use the talks to restore calm and avert another human catastrophe in the country. 

Also on Monday, the United Nations Security Council released a statement expressing its “profound disappointment” and demanded that President Salva Kiir, former Vice-President Riek Machar and all parties refrain from further violence.

The UN Security Council is urging the warring sides to engage fully and inclusively in ongoing peace talks in Addis Ababa and uphold their commitment to establish a Transitional Government of National Unity.
Two men escaped from their trucks after armed men ambushed them along the Juba-Nimule road.
The ambush took place at around 11:00 pm on Monday night, as the truck drivers were road bound to Uganda. 

The trucks were burned down and police in the area have launched an investigation into the incident. 

Pageri County Chief Administrative Officer Emilio Igga Manas visited the scene this morning and describes what he saw.

Manas: “I have just come from the scene. It is between Moni Boma and Kereti Boma at a place called, I have just found the two trucks abandoned a place called Eretu. According to the drivers that were driving those cars they were ambushed by gunmen, so they tried to stop them, but they drove on as the gunmen shot at them and they drove off the road and jumped away. So they came and put the trucks ablaze. They are alive. One broke his leg and is taking medication at Nimule hospital.”
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The government is to secure a loan to fund the construction of the road highway linking South Sudan to Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

The 247 kilometer road stretch from Kaya-Yei to Juba is expected to cost the government up to 514 million US dollars and will be complete in three years’ time.

Kwong Danhier, the National Minister of Transport, Roads and Bridges, says if complete, this road will serve both as a vital route for exporting the country’s produce and support the country’s development.

Danhier: “The road is very important. There has been a bumper harvest, especially in terms of exports. This is the first time we are exporting coffee so Yei becomes the basket for the people of South Sudan. So that’s why the government is moving very closely to do something about the roads so that we bring the food instead of us getting the food from the neighboring countries all the time. It is time for us to be self-sufficient.”
Security in some parts of Juba has been stepped up in response to rising concerns over increased crime in the town.

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. General Henry Danima says his office has drawn up an elaborate security plan to tighten the noose around criminals by intensifying surveillance.

Danima: “As usual, when we approach Christmas you can see cases of theft. Cases of robbery are always there but there is no real increase in the number of cases being reported. There are cases where we have always stepped up our activities, surveillance of … places that we think can easily be exposed to theft.  They’re Konyo Konyo, Atlabara, Tomping, Rock City and Munuki. Gumbo is also coming up as one of the areas where there is a lot of crime or violence being committed.”

A top government official in Lakes state is demanding the unconditional release of two MPs who were detained two months ago.

The two MPs, Marik Nanga Marik, the Rumbek North County MP, and Isaac Makur Buoc Apac, the  Rumbek East County MP, were detained on October 24th under unclear circumstances. 

Now Mabor Ater Dhuol, the secretary of the SPLM party in Lakes state, has described the continued detention of the MPs as unconstitutional and says the MPs must be released before Christmas.

Dhuol: “The members need to be released because there is no justification for their arrest. There is no evidence brought to the state assembly, the institution where they are working. I am sure the party has expressed its concern that they arrested two members, which is not constitutional, given the state constitution. It is not constitutional before you waive the immunity of members of state Legislative Assembly.”
Six hundred youth delegates are expected to attend the South Sudan Youth Union national convention in Juba in February 2015. 

Speaking today after a consultative meeting with the SPLM –DC in Juba, the chairperson of the steering committee for the national Youth League Agel Ring Machar said the convention will be a tool to unite all the youth of South Sudan.

Machar: “If we unite the youth that form 72% of the country, then you have united the country. For us to carry out this mandate we need to make sure that we carry out an inclusive process. Some of our youth, not only in the camps but those in the battle field, those who are still dying in the front line, not those who are mourning, but those dying currently in the front line. Those are youth and we represent them and we are in pain for such a situation. What we are doing here contributes to ending such a situation and if such a union were there  that recognizes everybody and unites the people were there in place fully, maybe we would have avoided  what had happened.”
Meanwhile the secretary for information of the SPLM-DC, Mahjoub Biel, said that the party will support the ideas of the national youth convention.

Biel: “We  in SPLM DC, we want to assure and support the independent bodies, particularly the  youth unions, students’ union, workers’ union, as the bodies that can help and unite the people of South Sudan. We stand with them, we will support you morally and we will stand with you all the time.”

The Executive Director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO, says his organization has resolved to transfer salaries owed to the Central Equatoria State Anti-corruption commission.

On Monday the Anti-Corruption Commission threatened to take CEPO to court for failing to pay salaries for 11 staff members of the Commission for the past five months.

Executive Director of CEPO Edmund Yakani says the money for the 11 staff will be delivered to the Anti-Corruption Commission on Wednesday.

Yakani maintains the payment of these salaries is not part of the memorandum of understanding between the two organizations.

Yakani: “As CEPO, we tried to support the Anti-Corruption with them to recruit volunteers who are their staff. Then we shall pay them, which is not part of the MOU. It is a CEPO’s contribution. There is no donor behind that. Because what we did was we fundraised ourselves as CEPO and then we paid them. So we have agreed from tomorrow the individual accounts are going to get the transfers of their balance of money. After the crisis of December so many donors withdrew from supporting initiatives of transparency and accountability. So the gap of the December crisis is causing the effect of the delay.”
Over 40 Local Government Administrative Officials in Western Equatoria State have held a three-day union conference in Yambio to discuss challenges they are facing improving service delivery in the state.

These officials are posted at the County, Payam and Boma level to represent the Government and report on issues affecting communities. 

Faisal Luciano, the Secretary for Information and Mobilization in the Local Government Administrative Officer’s Union says issues will be raised to the government at the state and national level.
In regional news
Kenya has de-registered 510 non-governmental organisations (NGOs), including 15 accused of links with terrorism, an official has said. 

Media reports say the government has also frozen their bank accounts and revoked the work permits of foreign employees. 

The move follows a heated debate in Kenya over a controversial new security bill aimed at fighting militants. 

The al-Qaeda-linked al-Shabab group has been increasingly targeting Kenya for attacks.
In foreign news
An attack on a school in Pakistan has killed at least 126 people, most of them children. 

The Taliban militant assault on the army-run school in the Pakistani city of Peshawar is being seen as one of the worst yet in the country.

A spokesman for the militants says the school was targeted in response to army operations.

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has condemned the attacks as a ‘national tragedy’ and says the country should ‘unite and tackle terrorism’.
To end the news once again the main stories:
· UN Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan calls for free humanitarian access during the dry season

· IGAD chief mediator calls for an end to violence as EU Imposes Arms Embargo on South Sudan

· Two truck Drivers escape ambush by armed gunmen along the Juba Nimule road
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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