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Good Afternoon, its 1 pm. I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines
· International community's patience is "wearing thin" over South Sudan conflict

· UN urges high-level security meeting between Juba and Khartoum
· Bodies of Ugandan businessmen shot in Bor, transported home
With just days away to the one year anniversary since the start of the conflict, the Head of the UN Mission and Special Representative of the UN Secretary General is calling on government and opposition leaders to inject a new sense of urgency into the peace process. 
Ellen Margrethe Loej says the patience of the international community is wearing thin and a peace agreement must be reached as soon as possible.  
In a briefing in Juba, Ms. Loej further reported that a much-feared famine has been averted, but cautions that the overall humanitarian situation still remains dire. 
The Special Representative says the number of South Sudanese who will be targeted for humanitarian aid next year is expected to exceed four million.

She also reiterated the UN Mission’s commitment to assisting Internally Displaced Persons seeking safety at its protection of civilians sites to return to their homes, but said the ultimate responsibility for protection of civilians rests with the government. 
Loej: “The mission will work closely with the South Sudan National Police Service to support its pilot programme to encourage IDPS living in our Juba protection sites to return to their specific neighborhood in the national capital. Furthermore, and most importantly, the protection of civilians, which is the core of the Mission’s mandate is much more than protection of civilians in our camps. It is protection of civilians wherever the need is. Let us not forget that while around 100.000 have sought refuge in UN camps, around 1.5 million are internally displaced throughout the country.”
The UN Security Council says more effort is needed to implement corporation agreements signed between South Sudan and Sudan in September 2012.  

The Council has released a statement, welcoming a visit last month by President Salva Kiir to Khartoum, and noted progress on security matters and opening up of humanitarian corridors.  

The Council Members however say both countries need to move fast to fully implement the Joint Border Verification and Monitoring Mechanism and to reach a resolution on the status of the disputed Abyei region.  

The Security Council is calling for a high-level security meeting as soon as possible to resolve the pending matters.  

The bodies of three Ugandans who were killed in Bor on Wednesday have been transported home.
The three traders were shot and killed under unclear circumstances by a policeman at Marol market in Bor town. 

The Policeman who carried out the shooting has handed himself over to police.  

Chairperson of the Ugandan community in Jonglei, Alex Taban, says the Jonglei State government has offered them 30,000 pounds to transport the bodies and assist with funeral arrangements. 
Taban: “The government of Jonglei State has given us one envelope with 10,000 and another envelope with 20,000 South Sudanese pounds for transportation to Juba, then Uganda and to their burial places in their homeland or wherever they are taking the bodies. The injured are also going.  We have one injured person who is going to be treated in our homeland. What I can tell our people is not to take action. The person who did it is at the police station. We shall find out why he did it.”
A new health center has been opened in Lobonok payam, Central Equaotria State.  
The heath facility, constructed with support from the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, will provide medical services to a population of nearly 20,000 people, including some 4,500 returnees. 

The health center, built at a cost of 135,000 US dollars, has been handed over to the Central Equatoria State Ministry of Health.  

The Deputy Director of Primary Health Care in the state Ministry of Health, Mathew Lobiri Lawrence, says the health center will go a long way in improving health services to the community.  
Lobiri: “It is real very important. The importance of this today is that we become very happy to see that this center was planned and constructed and completed and it has come now for them to hand over this center to us the ministry of Health. We feel happy today that they have accomplished the work very quickly … these are the needs for our communities.”

UNHCR country representative Cosmas Chanda encouraged the authorities to ensure the center is managed well and put to good use. 

Chanda: “What is going to sell this project even better is the manner that you are going to use it. Please look after this facility so that next time I come with donors they will be able to see that it is being cared for nicely and those are the things that attract additional support. Please continue with that project. Continue on passing those wonderful skills to your children so that this community will be able to continue to survive in difficult times.”
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More than 60 inmates, including 20 female prisoners, are facing a food shortage in Yirol East County, Lakes State. 

The County Inspector of Prisons, David Majur Mangok, says the Yirol prison is overcrowded and there is not enough food to feed the inmates.  

Mangok explains their challenges.   

Mangok: “I have challenges -- let us say accommodation of inmates. More wards to be constructed for the prisoners is one of the main challenges here. Feeding is another problem, since this cell cannot accommodate this number. The number is 65. Secondly, the way is very bad. I would have transferred some of the people to the headquarters but the way is now bad. No car to transport them to that end, so these are challenges that I am having. Their crimes vary -- murder, theft of the cattle, adultery, girl abduction, those of beer of wrong drink, these are type of crimes which are prevailing here”.

Many of the suspects in Yirol East have been arrested in connection with murder, cattle theft and robbery. 

Youth of Lainya County, in Central Equatoria State, are being equipped with skills in peacebuilding and unity. 

More than 130 youth drawn from different payams of Lainya are attending 3 days of training on their role in maintaining peaceful coexistence among communities.  

Sebit Anthony, the Secretary General of Lainya Youth Union, says the youth should be constructively engaged in development and peacebuilding. 

Anthony: “The lesson that we want them to learn is that Lainya County youth are today and tomorrow’s icons. As such, we need to be engaged in the government policy of how to develop ourselves as youth. We need to be creative on how we should keep ourselves active as youth of this country. Currently as I talk, youth are not organized. Take a scenario. Youth are participating in senseless activities that do not materialize anything good to their lives and for their tomorrow. I am advising my fellow youth to always take decisions that are developmental ones, rather than participating in something that does not give you something so good tomorrow.”

The training is being conducted by the Community Development for Rehabilitation and Development, a community based organization supporting community activities in Lainya.  
A team of investors from Sweden has arrived in Northern Bahr el Ghazal to explore possibilities of starting up projects in the State. 
The delegation of 8 investors from the Andear International Business Ventures LTD will spend 4 days in Aweil town, at the invitation of the State Governor, Kuel Aguer Kuel.  
The Governor highlighted areas in agriculture, water and physical infrastructure as possible areas of investment.  Governor Kuel acknowledged the group’s efforts in partnering.  

Kuel: “First of all I would like to thank all the members of the Andear company for trying their best from Europe to Africa to a country that has not been developed since God created the world. You are making history that you are coming to a land that needs to be transformed from a natural setting to be a place where the human can live with the modern life. We have a dream that people of this country, South Sudan, and Northern Bahr el Ghazal State in particular, should have the best they can get in their lives because they have got the worst humans can get in life.”

A representative of the delegation, Jack-Rich Tein Jr said they are interested in areas of oil, agriculture and infrastructure. 

Tein: “Stepping in here we saw a huge culture so rich. And the people are also looking forward to development and we are here to invest very well in agriculture, to invest in oil and gas, to invest in power, to invest in roads, whether in infrastructure, to invest in education to ensure that life is actually felt here.”

In foreign news
Trials for an Ebola vaccine have been suspended after volunteers complained of side effects. 
The trial taking place at the University of Geneva was paused after four of the 59 volunteers reported suffering joint pain in their hands and feet.

The hospital says the move is a 'precautionary measure' but not a 'setback' and hopes to resume trials early January.

The experimental drug is one of two being tested at various locations around the world. 
In sports
A delegation from the National Ministry of Education is in Yambio, Western Equatoria State, to meet with the technical team preparing for the inter-schools competition.  
The delegation is headed by Minister John Gai Yol accompanied by the Deputy Minister of Youth, Culture and Sports, Josephine Cosmas, and other officials.  
Gai says this is the second meeting they will be holding with the organizers, ahead of the tournament scheduled for February next year.  
The Minister explains the inter-schools tournament was meant to have been held in January but has been postponed by the Council of Ministers because preparations were not completed in time. 

Gai: “You remember the Council of Ministers postponed because of the flood and challenges that were facing the infrastructure, so the Council of Ministers then decided, based on the recommendation of the Governor of the Western Equatoria State, that it would be held in February. So as a high committee now we want to discuss where we are now, at what level we are now, so the preparations can go on smoothly. So that is why we are coming. So it is the second meeting of the high and technical committee on the secondary school student competition.”
And, Samuel Pawon is here with a roundup of local events.
We start with the Equatoria youth football tournament, where Eagles FC won its match against the Sun team by 2 goals to nil last evening. In other matches, Gumbo FC secured the match points after a 3-2 win over Lologo team at the Zahara playground.

Onto the Christmas football championship in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State; Saint Paul FC beat Holy trinity FC 4-2 on penalties after official match time ended in a 1 all draw.  In other games, Saint  Mathew FC defeated Leiola team 5-4. 
I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News.
To end the news once again the main stories:
· International community's patience is "wearing thin" over South Sudan conflict
· UN urges high-level security meeting between Juba and Khartoum

· Bodies of Ugandan businessmen shot in Bor, transported home 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya New., I am David Lukan.
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