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Good afternoon, it’s 1 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.

The Headlines


· Peace talks between government and opposition delayed again

· Women in South Sudan demand for improved women’s rights, as the world commemorates the International Human Rights Day
· Authorities in Juba City Council launch crackdown on illegal fuel dealers
The resumption of peace talks between South Sudan's government and the opposition has been delayed again.

The talks were expected to resume today after negotiators were given a 15-day break for further consultations.

IGAD mediators are yet to release any statement determining when the talks will resume.
Michael Makuei, the government spokesperson, says the government has not yet received any communication as to when the talks will start.
Makuei: “So far we have no knowledge of what is happening. We are supposed to go back on 25th of November but the rebels are holding their consultative meeting and now they are attending their consultative meeting. It is thereafter that the rebels will inform the mediators and the mediators will fix a time for further continuation of the talks.”

IGAD mediators want President Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar to sign a peace deal, establish a transitional government and take the country to free and fair elections.
The head of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, Ellen Margrethe Loej, is once again calling on both the government and the opposition to refrain from further violence.
The call comes just five days to the first anniversary of the outbreak of the ongoing conflict in South Sudan.
The SRSG is urging both sides to respect the cessation of hostilities agreement they signed in January this year and negotiate to reach a comprehensive peace agreement.

Loej: “I call upon the warring parties to refrain from further acts of violence and fully abide by the cessation of hostilities agreement they signed on 23 January this year. I also urge the political leaders of South Sudan to expedite negotiation on the conclusion of a sustainable and comprehensive peace agreement and the formation of the transitional government of national unity, so that all South Sudanese can return home and pursue their daily life in peace.” 
Monday December 15th will mark one year since the conflict broke out resulting in thousands of deaths and millions of displacements.
Meanwhile, preparations are in high gear in Juba to remember when the ongoing conflict started on 15 December 2013.

In Juba, events to mark the day are being organized by the president’s office. 

Ateny Awek Ateny, the President’s spokesperson, says the Office of the President is working with some government institutions to finalize plans for the commemoration.

Ateny: “The office of the President is working, you know, in collaboration with other government departments to ensure that 15 December is celebrated. We know that 15 December is the date that the rebels have marked as their day, which in their own way they will be celebrating it also. But the truth of the matter is that as a government we have the responsibility. We have the responsibility to ensure that we commemorate every life of a citizen of South Sudan that is taken mercilessly.”
A group of more than 100 women walked to the United Nations base, UN House, in Juba on Tuesday, demanding for the organization to put more pressure on the South Sudanese government to improve women’s rights. 

The group comprised of women leaders, civil society representatives and community based organizations from the ten states of South Sudan.

One of the delegates from Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Elizabeth Henry Angock, delivered a document to the office of the Special Representative to the Secretary-General calling for the implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security.
Angock: “We need more training for the women as lawyers. Justice is a problem for the women. We are looking for a self- friendly space, so that that they will be operating at the state level to document issues of sexual violence. Also we need more training for the women, especially in the police, for investigation and documentation for some issues like the gender-based violence issue. And then also we talk a lot about protection so our women leaders, there is not good proper protection to them. Some of them have been removed without any information. We also are looking.”
The spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has described 2014 as "a year of daunting human rights challenges".

Rupert Colville made these remarks on Tuesday in Geneva on the eve of Human Rights Day, observed annually on 10 December to commemorate the adoption by the UN General Assembly of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.

Colville: "2014 will be remembered as a year of really daunting human rights challenges. In places where only recently there had some progress in achieving human rights there’s now been retreat. Nonetheless, there have also been significant advances in human rights elsewhere and many incremental improvements in many different countries.”

This year's Human Rights Day theme is "Human Rights 365" which encompasses the idea that people around the world should enjoy their rights every day of the year.
Timothy Morris has been appointed UK’s Ambassador to the Republic of South Sudan. 

Morris takes over from Ambassador Ian Hughes, who will be transferring to another Diplomatic Service appointment.

A statement issued by the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office states that Morris will take up his appointment during April 2015.

In his speech, Morris pledged Britain’s commitment to help the people of South Sudan achieve their dreams of security, peace and prosperity.

Morris joined the Foreign Commonwealth Office in 1981 and has served as a Special Envoy to the talks on South Sudan, and Chargé d’Affaires ad interim to the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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Illegal fuel sellers in Juba town have been targeted by Juba City Council authorities as fuel shortages in Juba continue to soar. 

Fuel shortages have increased over the past weeks, as ruthless fuel dealers take advantage of the situation to hoard and sell fuel at a higher price. 

A crackdown on illegal black market oil dealers was mounted on Tuesday, led by Juba City Council. 

Juba City Council Mayor Christopher Sarafino Wani says the crackdown stems from a by-law which prohibits people from selling items by the roadside. 

Wani: “Our law says that, you know, when we do arrest people doing this illegal trade ,you know this illicit trade, we have provision within the law that we could confiscate whatever we got with them and also we could be able to take them to the court and sentence them to jail terms. So of course that is done based on description. But what I can assure you is that whatever we catch at the moment, whatever we get does not go to the people.”
In a related development, the Mayor says a team has been formed and tasked to carry out physical inspections of all the fuel stations in Juba city. 

Wani: “What we have done is that we have formed the team about seven days ago and the team is tasked basically to do all physical inspection within all the petrol stations and their depot facilities within the city. We want to make sure that people are not hoarding, they are not hiding the fuel products so that they can take advantage of the current situation. The activities have been going on the last seven days. It will continue.” 
A twenty-four-year old man has been sentenced to death by the high court in Lakes State.

The man was charged with the murder of the Paramount Chief of Rumbek East, Aparer Chut, in his residence in Pachong in August this year.

Dok Maker Mabor was convicted after a trial, and has 15 days to appeal his sentence. 

In reaction to the death of the Paramount Chief there was widespread unrest in the village of Malen-Agok of Rumbek East County.
The Ministry of Health in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, in collaboration with several health focused non-government organizations, has launched a campaign to screen all children under five for malnutrition across the state. 

The campaign targets more than 250,000 children in order to identify severe acute malnutrition and refer them to the nearest health centers across the five counties of the state.
At the launch of the campaign, the Acting Director General in the Ministry of Health, Hassan Bol Abdalla, warned parents against selling nutritional foods meant for malnourished children. 

Abdalla:  “When the nutrition food is brought to these malnourished children, it is not brought to be sold in the markets. It is brought so that one can give it to her child and not for money. This thing was brought free. It is not to be sold for money. Any food that is brought, no one can take it in order to sell it out. The chiefs of the residential areas must also monitor this issue because it concerns them. So if anyone sees this issue, they should catch it instead of letting it go because if it is allowed, every person will say that this person was caught and nothing was done to him.”
And in sports
Eight members of the National Football Association have been given 72 hours to explain why they boycotted an extra ordinary general assembly, which was held on 26th of November 2014.

William Akot, the secretary general of the South Sudan Football Association, says the eight members are expected to appear before the board of directors by Friday.

Akot:  “Eight members, after getting their badges, they decided to decline attending the general assembly. Of course, the quoram was there and they went on deliberating on the agenda of the general assembly. They discussed thoroughly and they passed all the agenda and they decided that, ok, these eight delegates, they should explain why they did want attend the core general assembly.”
To end the news once again the main stories

· Peace talks between government and opposition delayed again
· Women in South Sudan demand for improved women’s rights, as the world commemorates International Human Rights day
· Authorities in Juba City Council confiscate fuel in black market
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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