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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:


· UN launches a multi-million dollar funding appeal to support global humanitarian needs
· Army dismisses reports of SPLA imposing new restrictions on humanitarian flights
· UNMISS destroys weapons seized from the protection of civilians sites 
The United Nations has launched a multi-million dollar funding appeal to support global humanitarian needs in 2015.

The appeal covers South Sudan, Central African Republic and Iraq, as well as Afghanistan, Congo, Myanmar, Occupied Palestinian Territories, Somalia, Ukraine and Yemen.

Officially launching the appeal on Monday, UN humanitarian chief Valerie Amos said the UN is looking for more than 16 billion dollars to support the growing number of people affected by conflicts and natural disasters around the world.

Valerie Amos: “If you think about what is happening in those countries, you will see that these are not second order crises. This is why we say we are facing needs at unprecedented levels. The people in these countries and who this appeal intends to help have experienced unimaginable suffering. Millions have been displaced within their countries and across borders.”
Valerie Amos said the UN will continue to put people at the center of relief efforts and do everything it can to respond quickly and effectively.

Meanwhile, the army has dismissed as false reports that the SPLA has imposed new restrictions on humanitarian flights across the country. 

Last week, Brig. Gen Majier Deng Kur, the senior team leader of the government’s Joint Verification and Monitoring Mechanism, said that all aid organizations working in South Sudan will have to declare their cargo when seeking clearance for humanitarian flights.

The Army Spokesperson, Col. Philip Aguer, says this order is intended to ensure that humanitarian flight operations in the country are safeguarded from insecurity.

Col. Philip Aguer: “There is no country where flights are not reported to the security and I think reporting is not denial. The government authorities that are charged with such coordination can discuss anytime. I believe everything between the United Nations and the Government of South Sudan is left for consultation. I believe nobody will obstruct the humanitarian services to our people.”
In another development, the United Nation Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) has today destroyed several weapons and ammunition recovered from the protection of civilian sites in Juba. 
The weapons include 15 AK47, 500 non firearms, 10 pistols plus knives and sticks.

Presiding over the weapons destruction exercise, UNMISS Chief, Ellen Magrethe Lǿj, said most of the weapons were surrendered by civilians and ex-combatants seeking refuge at the UN sites, since December 15th last year when the ongoing conflict broke out.

Some weapons were confiscated during routine security operations at the UN protection of civilian sites.

Ellen Magrethe Lǿj: “Today we will destroy the fire arms sized in Juba with the support of the United Nation Mine Action Services. The weapons consist of pistols and AK47 assault rifles. This is the first in series of such weapons and ammunition destruction events that will take place through the month of December. Next week it will be Malakal and then it will followed by similar activities in Nasir, Bentiu , Wau and Bor.”  

Authorities in Lakes State have disclosed the whereabouts of two MPs who were arrested and detained in October. 

Marial Amuom Malek, a security advisor to Lakes State Caretaker Governor Maj. Gen. Matur Chut Dhuol told Radio Miraya that the two legislators are being kept in Yirol East County. 

Malek says the cause of the arrest remains an administrative matter. 

Marial Amuom: “Everybody in this state knows where these people are. They are in Yirol East. In fact if the family looking for where these people are, it is purely an administrative issue between the police and the family. It is completely very far from my office – it is their responsibility between the family and the police because anybody detained is always being detained under the police”.

MPs Marik Nanga Marik and Isaac Makur Buoc Apac representing Rumbek North and Rumbek East counties respectively were detained in October allegedly on orders of the State Governor.  

A member of the Council of States representing Lakes State, James Magok Ater Malok, says their detention is unlawful.  

Malok says the Council has forwarded the case to the council’s committees of Justice and State affairs for action. 

Ater Malok: “What has happened actually is the violation of the constitution because these two MPs, what could have been done in the first place was to lift their immunity and after that they are arrested with knowledge from the speaker but that process was not done and that is why the speaker has actually forwarded this complaint to the Council of States. The council will look at it and (come up with) a way forward.”
The Minister of the Interior is to investigate reports that uniforms of security personnel are being sold on the open market.   

This was after Members of Parliament in the National Legislative Assembly raised concern about companies advertising uniforms for sale in the media.  

Interior Minister, Gen. Aleu Ayieny Aleu, told the MPs he will address the issue with the security and defence ministers. 

Aleu says his office has been receiving reports of criminals using military uniform to commit crimes.  

Still in Parliament, MPs have voted to recommit the International Convention on Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination to the Committees of Human Rights, Humanitarian Affairs, Legislation and Justice for scrutiny. 

The legislators have asked the three committees to clarify on whether the convention covers the rights of homosexuals and whether it defines the extent of powers the International Court has over signatories.  

Speaker of the Assembly Manaseh Magok Rundial has directed for the convention to be presented back to the House on Wednesday.  A section of MPs say the convention is not clearly defined. 

Vox pops
· “There is ambiguity on the right to marry or choice of spouse. Nobody and no law is going to impose on us homosexuality or gay rights. No. Our constitution overwrites it. As this house goes through the convention and then we get the reservation is the committee the one who advise us to make reservation on that.”

The International Convention on Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination adopted by the United Nations in 1965, commits its members to the elimination of racial discrimination and all other forms of prejudice based on race, gender, color, and any other elements.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Women from across the country have gathered in Juba to review a national action plan that was drafted in 2012, highlighting the needs of women. 

The women are sharing challenges and brainstorming on possible solutions to their problems. 

The head of the Gender Unit in the UN Mission, Ruth Kibiti, says this is in line with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 which calls upon all UN Member States to address the disproportionate and unique impact that armed conflict has on women.

Ruth Kibiti: “The implementation of the action plan was arrived at in 2012, to see what achievements women have made at state level; to see what are the lessons learnt and what are the best practices, challenges and obstacles in implementing those action plans. At the end of the day, the outcome document is going to feed into the global impact study on implementation of Security Council resolution 1325 which is being coordinated by UN Women globally.”
UN Security Council Resolution 1325 recognizes the vulnerability of women to sexual violence during times of conflict and in post conflict situations where rule of law is not yet fully established.

South Sudan Bar Association has postponed its elections presidential elections earlier scheduled to take place today following a court ruling.

The Greater Equatoria Court of Appeal ruled on Monday that the elections of the South Sudan Bar association will be held after establishing the legality of the association’s electoral committee.

More than 40 lawyers have so far registered to contest for the various positions in the executive.

The Bar Association plays an oversight function to ensure that government decisions conform to the law. 

And in international news, people around the world are being urged by the UN Secretary-General to help end corruption and to come together for global fairness and equity.

In his message on the International Anti-Corruption Day observed on 9 December, Ban Ki-moon says the world and its people can no longer afford, nor tolerate, corruption.

Mr. Ban says that "corruption is a global phenomenon that strikes hardest at the poor, hinders inclusive economic growth and robs essential services of badly needed funds".

And in sports, Freedom Boys FC won its match against Mokongo United FC 3-1 last evening in the ongoing division’s football tournaments, at Budway Stadium. In Kuajok, Nassir FC beat Tahrir one-nil in the division two championships played at the freedom square on Monday and Malakia FC beat Torit United FC by one goal to nil in the governors’ tournament played in Torit. In today’s matches, Rhino FC takes on Gangara Emelia in Yambio, while in Kuajok, Eagle faces Kuajok City. Hilal is playing against Young Stars in Torit.” 

To end the news once again the main stories: 
· UN launches a multi-million dollar funding appeal to support global humanitarian needs

· Army dismisses reports of SPLA imposing new restrictions on humanitarian flights

· UNMISS destroys weapons seized from the protection of civilians sites 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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