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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines: 

· President’s office scrutinizes report on atrocities committed during December 15th crisis
· Campaign to eradicate river blindness launched in Rumbek   
· Thirteen die from snakebites in Warrap State 
The Office of the President has received reports of the human right abuses committed between the 16 and 17 December 2013 after fighting erupted in Juba.

Speaking to Radio Miraya today, President Kiir’s spokesperson, Ateny Wek Ateny, said the President is studying the report.

Ateny noted that action is expected to be taken against people who are suspected to have participated in the killings during last December’s incident.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “He is looking at the report and he will instruct the relevant authorities to take measures against those who might have perpetrated crimes against humanity. If certain people are found to have perpetrated crimes then they will be brought to book. There will be no stones left unturned. It is not that this report that is unique but any report that has come to the Office of the President has always made itself back to the public when the finding has been filed.”

The SPLM in Opposition consultative meeting begins today in Pagak, Upper Nile State.

SPLM in Opposition Spokesperson James Gadet told Radio Miraya that the leader of the opposition Riek Machar arrived in Pagak on Thursday and addressed a crowd of supporters. 

Gadet says the conference will be important in determining the next steps in the peace process as well as exploring national reforms.

James Gadet “On top of the agenda will include power sharing and leadership structure during a transitional government of national unity, which is being initiated under the auspices of IGAD. Also they will discuss future governance which is federal system according to us. Also, there will be discussion on reforms in various sectors, security, economy as well as public service reforms.”
The Ministry of Health has launched a campaign against river blindness disease and Guinea worm in Wulu and Mvolo in Rumbek East counties of Lakes state.

Health Minister Riek Gai Kuk led a delegation to officially open the campaign aim to create awareness and giving treatment.

Wulu County Commissioner Benjamin Akol Morwel says cases of river blindness and guinea worm are common in those areas.

Akol says the campaign will go out to villages and that treatment will be offered.

Riek Gai Kuk: “The campaign started in Muduria and is now going out to the villages and bomas. Wherever there is a chief and along the river side where there are many people, medicines will go out. Across the river from Mvolo to Wulu, especially I have one payam called Makugi even the side of Rumbek East, the side of Barnang also this one is there. After you mobilize the community you give them, the medicine is there.”     

A campaign has been launched aimed at encouraging support for survivors of gender-based violence in the country. 

The campaign by the International Rescue Committee (IRC) is expected to promote women’s empowerment and positive gender norms and reduce gender based violence. 

During the campaign period informational programs, billboards, posters, MS messaging and dramatic radio series will be used to convey messages on protecting and supporting survivors. 

Speaking to Radio Miraya, IRC Women Protection and Empowerment officer Patrick Vozee says women should be supported to access services.

Patrick Vozee: “Social norms marketing campaign can help to straighten positive norms and also make people aware. The majority of the community believes that women should be supported to be free from violence. Through research and several focus group dictations we are carried out targeting police, women group elders, they came up with messages to see that women are able to be supported by different actors, so that they have access to medical services in case of rap.”

      

Meanwhile the director of gender and child welfare, Regina Ossa Lullo says a lot of work needs to be done concerning gender based violence especially violence against women and children. 
Lullo noted that women have been marginalized.

Regina Ossa Lullo: “No women should give up fighting for her rights. Even if your rights have been violated, don’t give up. We must also work to prevent violence against women. We should prevent partiality against women in any form. … Start by acknowledging that we cannot ignore (or continue) in silence. As the slogan says, ‘respect and respond’, we should not be quiet.”                 

A member of the United Democratic Front (UDF) who was recently dismissed by the party leader Peter Abdulrahman Sule has declared himself the legitimate leader.  
Sebastian Uchan was elected to head the party after Sule was arrested for alleged rebellion in 2009. 

Uchan’s position has been in question since Sule was pardoned last year. 

He said in a press conference on Thursday morning that Sule has no official title in the party to dismiss him.  
Uchan says Sule lost his membership and leadership of the UDF after his alleged rebellion against the government. 

Sebastian Uchan: “If he wants to take us into new conflicts, we don’t want another disorder amid these bad times in the country. We as the party are not part of this. He used to create problems in the name of the party, whenever we try to take the right direction. This party is owned neither by Sebastian nor by Sule. It is the party of the people of South Sudan, and any person who tampers with this party is actually aiming at destroying South Sudan. We are thinking of united the people of South Sudan but he is dividing people.”
Lakes State’s Speaker of Parliament, Baipath Majuec Relpuou, has termed as unlawful the detention of two MPs in an unknown location. 

The MPs, Isaac Makur Buoc Apac and Marik Nanga Marik representing Rumbek North and Rumbek East counties respectively, were arrested allegedly on orders of Lakes State Caretaker Governor Maj.Gen. Matur Chut Dhuol without charges in October. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Baipath Majuec Relpuou called on the people of Rumbek North and Rumbek East counties to exercise patience saying he will do everything to ensure their whereabouts and subsequent release.

Baipath Majuec Relpuou: “In fact the two MPs, Hon. Isaac Makur Buoc and Hon. Marik Nanga Marik, were arrested on 24 October 2014 and up to now their whereabouts are not known. I contacted the governor long time ago and asked him why he was arresting them when have immunity, but he said he had special powers to arrest. It is still not known where they are.”

More than 40 private lawyers have applied to contest for various offices of the South Sudan Bar Association in the upcoming elections. 

The elections are due to take place early next week and two candidates, Yuhanis Yor Kuol and Gamareldin Mohammed el Hassan Wani, will compete for the role of president.

Spokesman for the electoral committee, Peter Matthias, says contestants have started their campaigns. 

Peter Matthias: “We assure you that the elections will take place (according to the scheduled) time on 9 December. Now campaigns are happening for a period of seven days. I call on media and other institutions to attend to elections so as to ensure transparency in the elections and also the civil society.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
At least 13 people have been killed and ten others are in a critical condition following snake bites in Gogrial East County of Warrap State.

County Commissioner Wol Anei Anei says heavy flooding in the area has increased the numbers of snakes. 

He says because of the flooding crops have failed for the second year and access roads have been damaged. 

Wol Anei Anei: “We have 23 people, of which 13 have died and ten are surviving under critical conditions. We are appealing to organizations, especially those concerned with health facilities to intervene. If they come here by helicopter, they will reduce the situation at least. The harvest has totally failed. Four payams are failing. These are highly populated payams now people are hungry. All population of those areas are suffering now.”

The outgoing speaker of the Northern Bahr El-Ghazal legislative assembly says men should respect women’s rights.  

Achol William made the comments as her successor was being sworn into office.  

Achol says she accepts the decision to remove her from office, but continues to question the manner in which it was done.

Achol William: “That day, I was admitted in a clinic and they resolved a leadership matter while I was not present. I have accepted it for the sack of people of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal, and for the sake of women. The men of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal or the government have to respect women. I have four years in the leadership of the Assembly; there were so many abuses and harassment for me, but I have taken courage to lead them in a good manner. They would insult me in a way that when I just think about what I have done to them; it is just because …. I am a woman. They have to change that character.”  

More than 20 MPs removed Achol William and her deputy from office last month over what they termed as “gross misconduct and incompetence”. 

Her successor, Isaac Makau Ayok, and his deputy, Akoon Diing Angok, have been sworn into office. 

A visiting Egyptian delegation has presented an integrated development programme for various joint projects to be undertaken with Western Bahr el Ghazal.  

The projects include educational exchange visits, scholarship programmes and capacity building in various sectors.  

The head of the delegation, Dr. Majdi Mohamed Ibrahim, presented the programme to state officials. 

Majdi Mohamed: “We present … projects of integrated development program in Wau Town, supervised by groups from Alexandria and Wau town in Western Bahr El-Ghazal. The project includes human development, training of cadres, youth within the town, graduates and students. We have discussed with the Vice Chancellor, Professor Alsadad, the readiness of Alexandria University to receive students for training.”
The visit is in response to a recent trip by Western Bahr el Ghazal State officials to Egypt in search of support and investors. 

And in regional news, a campaign group has urged the rapid reopening of schools in three Ebola-hit West African states as some five million children are being denied education. 

The Global Business Coalition for Education says reopening schools would not only give children an education, but it would also provide a "first line of defense in tracing and monitoring potential cases of Ebola". 

Schools were shut in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone to reduce the risk of children becoming infected. 

Ebola was declared a health emergency after it was identified in March.
To end the news once again the main stories:
· President’s office scrutinizes report on atrocities committed during December 15th crisis

· Campaign to eradicate river blindness launched in Rumbek   

· Thirteen die from snakebites in Warrap State 

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.

1

