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Good afternoon. It’s 3pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:
· US government reiterates call for peace, as ministerial lobby committee meets senior officials in Washington
· Lakes State Speaker expresses concerns over MPs detention in unknown location
· More than ten killed in snake bites in Warrap State
The United States government has reiterated its call to the parties in the conflict to comprise and do everything possible to reach a peaceful resolution. 

Speaking on the Miraya Breakfast Show this morning, the US Charge d’ Affaires to South Sudan, Ambassador Charles Twining, said despite the problems on the ground; there is need to keep things moving forward. 

Ambassador Twining called on all sides to respect the cessation of hostilities agreement and ensure humanitarian access.

Charles Twining: “We all want to see peace. Everyone wants to see peace. There must be comprises made to see peace. This almost seems to be the final stage of the process and we just look forward to that being completed this year in Addis Ababa. My other comment is going to be that we are now going into the Christmas season, going into the New Year. A year ago suddenly things became terribly upset here in South Sudan, starting in Juba going up north. We don’t want to see repetition of that. This is a time for calm. This is a time for happiness.”
Commenting on the sanctions, Ambassador Twining stressed a peaceful agreement would avert any restrictions.  

The Ambassador acknowledged his government’s seriousness in helping find a peaceful resolution. 

Charles Twining: “You have a high level delegation both in US and in Washington. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of the Presidency – today they are at the White House. I think we are very interested in hearing their views. We want them to hear our views. Is the United States serious? We are serious about resolving the conflict, and that is what this is all about.”

Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin is currently heading a ministerial team in Washington to lobby against proposed sanctions.  
Marial met with US Ambassador to the UN Samantha Power on Wednesday. The US has warned that United Nations sanctions could be the punishment for people who stand in the way of the country achieving peace.  
Lakes State’s Speaker of Parliament, Baipath Majuec Relpuou, has termed as unlawful the detention of two MPs in an unknown location. 

The MPs, Isaac Makur Buoc Apac and Marik Nanga Marik representing Rumbek North and Rumbek East counties respectively, were arrested allegedly on orders of Lakes State Caretaker Governor Maj.Gen. Matur Chut Dhuol without charges in October. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Baipath Majuec Relpuou called on the people of Rumbek North and Rumbek East counties to exercise patience saying he will do everything to ensure their whereabouts and subsequent release.

Baipath Majuec Relpuou: “In fact the two MPs, Hon. Isaac Makur Buoc and Hon. Marik Nanga Marik, were arrested on 24 October 2014 and up to now their whereabouts are not known. I contacted the governor long time ago and asked him why he was arresting them when have immunity, but he said he had special powers to arrest. It is still not known where they are.”

More than 40 private lawyers have applied to contest for various offices of the South Sudan Bar Association in the upcoming elections. 

The elections are due to take place early next week and two candidates, Yuhanis Yor Kuol and Gamareldin Mohammed el Hassan Wani, will compete for the role of president.

Spokesman for the electoral committee, Peter Matthias, says contestants have started their campaigns. 

Peter Matthias: “We assure you that the elections will take place (according to the scheduled) time on 9 December. Now campaigns are happening for a period of seven days. I call on media and other institutions to attend to elections so as to ensure transparency in the elections and also the civil society.” 

President Salva Kiir Mayardit, has issued a decree removing the Co-Chairperson of the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee Edward Lino and a committee member Deng Mading Mijak. 

In a separate decree announced on Wednesday, the president appointed Deng Mading Mijak as the panel’s co-chairperson and Nyakuch Ngor Chol as a new member.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Civil Society Alliance has constituted a committee to organize for fresh elections for an executive for the civil society body. 

The General Assembly of the alliance met in Juba on Wednesday and resolved to terminate the leadership of Deng Athuai on allegations that he made what they call “irresponsible statements” during the SPLM consultative meeting in Juba last week.   

His entire executive has also been dissolved.  

The Acting Executive Chairperson of the civil society grouping, Akuoch Ajang Nyanhom says a committee has been selected to organize for fresh elections in the next six months.  

Akuoch Ajang: “A steering committee to organize elections of Civil Society organizations was formed under my leadership… I would like to make it clear to the listeners that Mr. Deng Athuai Mawir is no longer the chairperson of the Civil Society Alliance. His office is dissolved. In fact, he was present at the meeting when the General Assembly resolved that his office must be dissolved and when the committee was formed he was present.”

Meanwhile Deng Athuai has rejected the decision saying it has been orchestrated by people who are not members of civil society.


Deng says he will not recognize his sacking by this group.

Deng Athuai: “Whatever the case maybe, whatever the powers they use as the government; I will not accept that one legally or officially as members of civil society. At the end of this year, that is when the civil society will come and sit down and they will make their decision because the civil society is the neutral. It does not belong to the government and it does not belong to the opposition. That is why we always want to keep our neutrality – for the future of this country. I was crying for the people this country who are dying because of this senseless war.”

Deng Athuai was accused of making derogatory remarks against President Kiir during last week’s consultative meeting in Juba. 

At least 13 people have been killed and ten others are in a critical condition following snake bites in Gogrial East County of Warrap State.

County Commissioner Wol Anei Anei says heavy flooding in the area has increased the numbers of snakes. 

He says because of the flooding crops have failed for the second year and access roads have been damaged. 

Wol Anei Anei: “We have 23 people, of which 13 have died and ten are surviving under critical conditions. We are appealing to organizations, especially those concerned with health facilities to intervene. If they come here by helicopter, they will reduce the situation at least. The harvest has totally failed. Four payams are failing. These are highly populated payams now people are hungry. All population of those areas are suffering now.”
Four payams including Toch North, Toch East, Toch West and Jur-mananger or Nyang payam are the worst affected areas. 

The outgoing speaker of the Northern Bahr El-Ghazal legislative assembly says men should respect women’s rights.  

Achol William made the comments as her successor was being sworn into office.  

Achol says she accepts the decision to remove her from office, but continues to question the manner in which it was done.

Achol William: “That day, I was admitted in a clinic and they resolved a leadership matter while I was not present. I have accepted it for the sack of people of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal, and for the sake of women. The men of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal or the government have to respect women. I have four years in the leadership of the Assembly; there were so many abuses and harassment for me, but I have taken courage to lead them in a good manner. They would insult me in a way that when I just think about what I have done to them; it is just because …. I am a woman. They have to change that character.”  

More than 20 MPs removed Achol William and her deputy from office last month over what they termed as “gross misconduct and incompetence”. 

Her successor, Isaac Makau Ayok, and his deputy, Akoon Diing Angok, have been sworn into office. 

And in regional news, a man suspected of recruiting people to become members of Al-Shabaab terrorist group has been charged by a Mombasa court.

Muhammed Ali Abdalla, had been held in detention by Mombasa police for 10 days before he appeared before magistrates charged with harbouring people intending to commit a terrorist act.

The accused faced other two charges of robbery with violence and handling stolen property.

He denied the charges.

In sports, Samuel Pawon is here with an update:

Samuel Pawon: “In the ongoing second division football tournament in Warrap, Kuajok City FC won its match against Jamus Team 2-nil at the Kuajok Freedom Square. In another game, New Nation and Tahrir ended their match in a two-all draw. Today, Hilal FC takes on Mohandisin at Freedom square, while at the Salaam playground Rhino faces Lion FC.” 

Samuel Pawon: In regional sport, the 2015 Africa cup of nations finals draw was done last evening. Hosts Equatorial Guinea will play Gabon, Congo and Burkina Faso in Group A. Group B features Zambia, DR Congo, Cape Verde Tunisia, while Algeria the highest-ranked side on the continent, face a tough draw, will face Senegal, South Africa and the black stars of Ghana in Group C. Group D has Ivory Coast, Guinea, Cameroon and Mali. The opening match of the tournament will see hosts Equatorial Guinea take on Congo on the 17 January 2015. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”  

To end the news once again the main stories:
· US government reiterates call for peace, as ministerial lobby committee meets senior officials in Washington

· Lakes State Speaker expresses concerns over MPs detention in unknown location

· More than ten killed in snake bites in Warrap State

End of Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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