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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines: 

· US government drafts Security Council resolutions to authorize sanctions against South Sudan
· Lakes State Speaker expresses concerns over MPs detention in unknown location
· President Salva Kiir issues decree dismissing chairperson of the Abyei Joint Oversight committee
The United States government is working on a Security Council draft resolution that would authorize sanctions against individuals who threaten South Sudan's peace and security. 

The US has warned that the United Nations sanctions could be the punishment for people who stand in the way of the country achieving peace. 

According to the AFP news agency, America’s ambassador to the UN, Samantha Power, conveyed the message in a meeting with Foreign Affairs minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin on Wednesday in Washington. 

A ministerial committee headed by Marial is currently in Washington to lobby against the proposed sanctions.  

Speaking on the Morning Breakfast Show this morning, the US charge d’ affaires Charles Twining  stressed that what will avoid any sanctions is to have a peace agreement. 
He noted US government is serious about resolving the conflict.

Charles Twining: “You have a high level delegation both in US and in Washington. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of the Presidency – today they are at the White House. I think we are very interested in hearing their views. We want them to hear our views. Is the United States serious? We are serious about resolving the conflict, and that is what this is all about.”

Ambassador Twining says despite problems on the ground, there is need to keep things moving forward. He calls on all sides to respect the cessation of hostilities agreement and ensure humanitarian access.

Charles Twining: “We all want to see peace. Everyone wants to see peace. There must be comprises made to see peace. This almost seems to be the final stage of the process and we just look forward to that being completed this year in Addis Ababa. My other comment is going to be that we are now going into the Christmas season, going into the New Year. A year ago suddenly things became terribly upset here in South Sudan, starting in Juba going up north. We don’t want to see repetition of that. This is a time for calm. This is a time for happiness.”
More than 4,000 civilians have been displaced by fighting between the SPLA and the opposition in Pangak, Jonglei State.  

The IGAD Monitoring and Verification Team, working alongside the UN Mission, says the clashes that broke out in Pangak this week, represent the most sustained fighting in the country since May. 

The report was made by UN spokesperson, Stephane Dujarric, in a press briefing to journalists in New York.

Lakes State’s Speaker of Parliament, Baipath Majuec Relpuou, has termed as unlawful the detention of two MPs in an unknown location. 

The MPs, Isaac Makur Buoc Apac and Marik Nanga Marik representing Rumbek North and Rumbek East counties respectively, were arrested allegedly on orders of Lakes State Caretaker Governor Maj.Gen. Matur Chut Dhuol without charges in October. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Baipath Majuec Relpuou called on the people of Rumbek North and Rumbek East counties to exercise patience saying he will do everything to ensure their whereabouts and subsequent release.

Baipath Majuec Relpuou: “In fact the two MPs, Hon. Isaac Makur Buoc and Hon. Marik Nanga Marik, were arrested on 24 October 2014 and up to now their whereabouts are not known. I contacted the governor long time ago and asked him why he was arresting them when have immunity, but he said he had special powers to arrest. It is still not known where they are.”

Security forces have been warned to respect traffic regulations.  
Army spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says SPLA personnel who over speed and do not respect traffic lights will face penalties in accordance with the law.  

Aguer says the army command is ready to receive complaints through its SPLA administrative and the Military Police offices.  

Col. Aguer: "Any car which violates traffic laws is supposed to be handled according to the law. The number plate of the car must be registered and if the vehicle belongs to the army, the military administration must be informed. If the vehicle is without a plate, the traffic police are supposed to have motorcycles to follow this vehicle and report at the office that this car has broken the laws. Secondly, there are supposed to be provisions of police regulations, for example, the offense is this and the punishment is that.”

President Salva Kiir Mayardit has issued a decree removing the Co-Chairperson of the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee Edward Lino and a committee member Deng Mading Mijak. 

In a separate decree announced on Wednesday, the president appointed Deng Mading Mijak as the panel’s co-chairperson and Nyakuch Ngor Chol as a new member.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The Civil Society Alliance has constituted a committee to organize for fresh elections for an executive for the civil society body. 

The General Assembly of the alliance met in Juba on Wednesday and resolved to terminate the leadership of Deng Athuai on allegations that he made what they call “irresponsible statements” during the SPLM consultative meeting in Juba last week.   

His entire executive has also been dissolved.  

The Acting Executive Chairperson of the civil society grouping, Akuoch Ajang Nyanhom says a committee has been selected to organize for fresh elections in the next six months.  

Akuoch Ajang: “A steering committee to organize elections of Civil Society organizations was formed under my leadership… I would like to make it clear to the listeners that Mr. Deng Athuai Mawir is no longer the chairperson of the Civil Society Alliance. His office is dissolved. In fact, he was present at the meeting when the General Assembly resolved that his office must be dissolved and when the committee was formed he was present.”

Meanwhile Deng Athuai has rejected the decision saying it has been orchestrated by people who are not members of civil society.


Deng says he will not recognize his sacking by this group.

Deng Athuai: “Whatever the case maybe, whatever the powers they use as the government; I will not accept that one legally or officially as members of civil society. At the end of this year, that is when the civil society will come and sit down and they will make their decision because the civil society is the neutral. It does not belong to the government and it does not belong to the opposition. That is why we always want to keep our neutrality – for the future of this country. I was crying for the people this country who are dying because of this senseless war.”

Deng Athuai was accused of making derogatory remarks against President Kiir during last week’s consultative meeting in Juba. 

The Central Equatoria State Anti-Corruption Commission has terminated its contract with civil society group (CEPO), over its failure to pay the commission’s staff.  

Last year the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the State Anti-Corruption office to train 11 officers and pay their salaries.  

Emmanuel Khamis Richard, Chairperson of the State Anti-corruption Commission, says his office has sent the civil society group several reminders.  

Emmanuel Khamis Richard: “You remember when I issued that statement? The Executive Director of CEPO, Edmund Yakani, responded that they are working very hard to settle this thing as soon as possible. Now as I speak to you this thing has not happened and we are already taking legal action against CEPO. I have written a letter to the Head of the Legal Administration to institute a case against CEPO. Last week the Executive Director personally sent me messages that they have got the money and they were going to immediately effect the transfers from Monday... We directed the Controller Officer to check their accounts, but there is nothing that has been transferred to their accounts which means CEPO is in total breach of our good faith in the agreement. So the option we have taken is open a case against CEPO so that they can answer.”
The outgoing speaker of the Northern Bahr El-Ghazal legislative assembly says men should respect women’s rights.  

Achol William made the comments as her successor was being sworn into office.  

Achol says she accepts the decision to remove her from office, but continues to question the manner in which it was done.

Achol William: “That day, I was admitted in a clinic and they resolved a leadership matter while I was not present. I have accepted it for the sack of people of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal, and for the sake of women. The men of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal or the government have to respect women. I have four years in the leadership of the Assembly; there were so many abuses and harassment for me, but I have taken courage to lead them in a good manner. They would insult me in a way that when I just think about what I have done to them; it is just because …. I am a woman. They have to change that character. “ 

More than 20 MPs removed Achol William and her deputy from office last month over what they termed as “gross misconduct and incompetence”. 

Her successor, Isaac Makau Ayok, and his deputy, Akoon Diing Angok, have been sworn into office. 

Still in Northern Bah El-Ghazal, the State’s Criminal Investigations Department has arrested eight suspected drug dealers.  

The suspects, including two women, were arrested in Aweil on suspicion of dealing in opium and illegal guns.  

While parading the suspects, the state Police Commissioner, Maj. Gen. Akot Deng Akot vowed to crack down on criminals. 

Akot Deng Akot: “This man plus five others and two ladies... We are going to implement the law. This is our work: To enforce the law and take criminals before the law. Our concern is to protect our people. Our concern is to enforce the law. When they are selling away these drugs, they will be bought by one of our soldiers or the army soldiers or wildlife officers. When this thing comes to his mind, they may use their guns and kill our normal people… This man and his helpers are wrong elements that are facing our conditions and our security in Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State.”
A number of sacks of opium, and AK47 rifles were displayed to journalists. 

One of the suspects identified has admitted to carrying the illegal firearms and drugs. 

And in regional news, the International Criminal Court has given prosecutors one week to produce evidence against Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta or drop charges against him for crimes against humanity.  

President Kenyatta is accused of inciting violence that took place after the 2007 Presidential elections.  

The prosecution has repeatedly asked for more time to produce evidence. It says witnesses have been bribed and intimidated and that the Kenyan government has refused to hand over vital documents. 
In sports, Samuel Pawon is here with an update:
Samuel Pawon: “In the ongoing second division football tournament in Warrap, Kuajok City FC won its match against Jamus Team 2-nil at the Kuajok Freedom Square. In another game, New Nation and Tahrir ended their match in a two-all draw. Today, Hilal FC takes on Mohandisin at Freedom square, while at the Salaam playground Rhino faces Lion FC.” 

Samuel Pawon: In regional sport, the 2015 Africa cup of nations finals draw was done last evening. Hosts Equatorial Guinea will play Gabon, Congo and Burkina Faso in Group A. Group B features Zambia, DR Congo, Cape Verde Tunisia, while Algeria the highest-ranked side on the continent, face a tough draw, will face Senegal, South Africa and the black stars of Ghana in Group C. Group D has Ivory Coast, Guinea, Cameroon and Mali. The opening match of the tournament will see hosts Equatorial Guinea take on Congo on the 17 January 2015. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”  

To end the news once again the main stories:
· US government drafts Security Council resolutions to authorize sanctions against South Sudan

· Lakes State Speaker expresses concerns over MPs detention in unknown location

· President Salva Kiir issues decree dismissing chairperson of the Abyei Joint Oversight committee

End of Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.

1

