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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m David Lukan.

The Headlines:
· SPLA pinned in UNMISS human rights report 
· Emergency court set up to deal with criminal cases in Wau 

· Soldiers kill two civilians and injure five others in Maridi county 
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan(UNMISS) has released a report listing widespread human rights abuses allegedly committed by the SPLA and associated armed groups during the recent escalation of fighting in Unity State.  

The report details killings, rapes, abductions as well as looting, burning and the displacement of up to 100-thousand people. 

The findings are based on interviews of 115 victims and eyewitnesses from Rubkona, Guit, Koch, Leer and Mayom counties, where the SPLA launched a major offensive against armed opposition forces in April 2015.  

Acting UNMISS spokesperson Joseph Contreras shares more details of the report.

Joseph Contreras: “Well among other details, at least 67 civilians were killed during this escalation in fighting in Southern Unity State. We also have testimony that 172 women and girls were abducted during this period and an additional 79 were subjected to sexual violence, including gang rape. There were at least 9 separate incidents in which women and girls were burnt alive in their dwellings in Koch County and elsewhere after being raped.” 

The National Revenue Authority Bill has been passed to its third reading.  
The bill which seeks to streamline tax and revenue collection across the country was presented to the National Parliament by the house committee on economy. 
The bill has been referred back to the same committee for consideration of amendments proposed by the MPs.  
A member of parliament representing Lakes State, Daniel Deng Monydit, says proper systems are needed to monitor collection of taxes and revenue.  

Daniel Deng Monydit: “Our problem in South Sudan, which makes us depend on only  one item of revenue that is oil, is not because South Sudan no taxable base. It has because it was existing as part of old Sudan since Sudan gained independence but our problem is collection and accountability for what is collected. It is the same person who collects who gives himself the authority to spend. Go to any collecting source of revenue, go to the police, go to the courts, and go to any area where there is revenue. It is the same person who collects and gives himself authority to spend. Unless we stop this kind of behavior, South Sudan will continue to be poor.”  

An emergency court has been set up in Wau to handle suspects arrested for criminal offences.  
There has been a noted increase in suspects after state Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan recently directed security personnel to crackdown on elements terrorizing neighborhoods at night.  
Governor Rizik says the court will initially handle more than 20 suspects awaiting trial.  
The Governor made the revelation while briefing members of the SPLM party caucus on the security situation in the state.

Rizik Zakaria: “Our focus in this meeting is on current issues inside here. How we can support our forces? How we can deliver information? Criminals from other states have come to Wau. Criminals from Juba have come to Wau. What I want to tell you is that this crime is not from Wau. It is imported. The type of criminals and their mentality is not from Wau. You soldiers on patrol; we want to find these criminal down dead with gun near him. We security committee have only twenty five, the seventy five in your hands is the information that you give us. Judiciary organ has formed for us an emergency court, anybody found at night carrying gun, wearing Uniform from eleven at night we will take him to this court.”     

Northern Bahr el-Ghazal is finalizing preparations for the upcoming Independence Day celebrations.  

Speaking to journalists in Aweil, Acting Caretaker Governor Salva Chol Ayat said the state will celebrate the country’s 4th anniversary on the 9th of July at the Freedom Square in Aweil town. 

He highlights the importance of the day. 

Salva Chol Ayat: “This independence day is very important to us, all of us in the south because this is the day where we separated from the north or Northern Sudan and this is the day where we got our rights, our freedom and this is the day where the whole world has recognized us as sovereign country.”
MPs from Central Equatoria State have called for tax exemptions on all essential food commodities.

Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Peter Duku Wani, representing Kator South, said the government has a role to ensure food is affordable.

He said basic food items like bread, flour and beans should be not be taxed.

Peter Duku Wani: “It is very, very important that most essential food like bread, wheat flour, maize flour and beans are exempted from taxation (and that) nobody tempers with this. Why? Because everybody must have enough to eat, so they can also work; so that children are not malnourished so that they are intelligent because a malnourished child becomes foolish. Now if any nation wants to make food expensive so it also in some way is working to get stupid people which is not right.”   

Kenyi Aroaza John, representing Morobo County, says the food insecurity experienced across the country is mainly because people are reluctant to cultivate.  

Kenyi John: “Our problem in South Sudan is not unavailability of food but lack of commitment to produce food. We have the best soils with have the best land and if we are to talk of food security with have to address it from the point of view of production. We need food but who it to give us this food.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Kuajok Academy Secondary school in Warrap State has received a new classroom block and administrative office. 

The structures worth $50,000 were built with support from the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and the Organization for Children Harmony (TOCH).  

The State Minister for Physical Infrastructure, Mayar Deng Mayar, officially received the buildings and cautioned the students to focus on their education. 

UNMISS State Coordinator, Leda Limann made a similar appeal, calling on the students to take education seriously.  

Leda Limann: “You know you are future leaders – all this is done because we know that without you, we have no future. So while we appreciate you, don’t let your leaders down, don’t let your parents down, don’t let development partners down. Everybody who sit in this classroom must come out with a distinction. I want to see all students (succeed) – some of you becoming governors, some of you become president. You must justify this contribution and do not take it for granted. There are many people in the world who are sitting under the trees, so students and teachers please take advantage of this.”      

And elsewhere, a 17-year-old boy has died from Ebola in Liberia, the country's first confirmed case of the virus since it was officially declared Ebola-free seven weeks ago. 

Deputy Health Minister Tolbert Nyen-swah said the boy had died in Nedowein, a town close to Liberia's international airport, 45km south of the capital Monrovia. 

There's been an increase in cases of Ebola in the two other West African countries worst affected by the epidemic, Guinea and Sierra Leone, coinciding with the start of the rainy season.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· SPLA pinned in UNMISS human rights report 

· Emergency court set up to deal with criminal cases in Wau 

· Soldiers kill two civilians and injure five others in Maridi county 

Radio Miraya news.
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