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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m Susan Dokolo. 
The Headlines

· Security authorities in Lakes state orders release of two detained MPs
· Citizens concerned  about increasing gun thefts
· Dollar shortage worries students as foreign universities open for new semester
Two MPs from lakes state have been released after 10 months in detention.
MPs Marik Nanga Marik, representing Rumbek North county and Isaac Makur, representing Malek Agok  Payam were released this morning on the orders of the security authorities in the state.  

The two MPs were arrested in November last year on the orders of caretaker governor
They have since been detained in Yirol East County
Consultations on the IGAD plus peace agreement have begun in Juba.

On Monday, President Salva Kiir met the Council of Ministers to consult on the peace agreement.

The consultative process came after President Kiir declined to sign the proposed agreement on the 17th August, on grounds that he needed 15 days to consult on some contentious provisions of the agreement.

Cabinet Affairs Minister Martain Elia Lomuro says consultations began by scanning each page of the IGAD-proposed agreement.  He said the process is expected to continue until a final decision is made. 

Lomuro: “Went through line by line, page by page, the position of SPLM, the position of political parties, the position of the governors of the ten states of the Republic of South Sudan, and then comments from the fields from the ground so that we are all in one page. I am here to say that we had a good meeting mindful of the needs of people, mindful of the call of our people for peace, but also being very careful as to what is the risk in each of the concerns we have raised. And I hope that in the next few days when the document is worked on and summarized you will have the details of exactly what are the concerns and exactly how we are going to proceed from there.”

The IGAD plus compromise agreement was signed last week by the SPLM-in-Opposition, the civil society and interfaith-based groups.
There are rising concerns about the safety of citizens and their properties following a wave of gun thefts from police stations.
A total of 44 guns were robbed on Monday from a police station in Lainya county of Central Equatoria state.

This is just the latest in a spate of burglaries involving gun thefts.

The missing firearms are now a major concern for the citizens who worry that the thieves could use the guns to commit more serious offences. 

Vox Pops:  “Is there a market for guns for selling where they are buying these guns? I don’t know. That is my worry in South Sudan because all the days I am just hearing about unknown gunmen but I am worried … when are going to know those who are shooting, those who are attacking people in the roads, in the markets, everywhere in South Sudan. Arms are not supposed to be in the community and if the community is deciding to take arms it means something is wrong.”
Government authorities have launched an investigation into the killing of a journalist in Juba, as the culprits behind the brutal murder remain at large.

The killing on Friday of journalist Peter Moi, who worked for the corporate business newspaper in Juba, sparked off national and international outrage.

Some people claimed the killing was in connection with the statement attributed to the president threatening journalists. 

But the Minister for Information, Michael Makuei, described the claims as baseless. 

Makuei: “The government has nothing and is not a party to the death of the journalist. And I should also inform you that all the people who are dying here in Juba, being killed by criminals, are not being killed by the government but by criminals, who many times are not apprehended. The fact that the journalist became unfortunate and he died after he was shot by criminals does not necessarily mean that he was killed by the government. The government is committed to peace and it is not within our policies to kill anybody.” 

Minister Makuei explained that the circumstances under which the journalist was killed are similar to any other crimes taking place in the city. He said the government is keen to investigate this incident.

Makuei: “Well, people just like other cases of people who die, we are conducting investigations and if security organs can manage to get information about the culprits then definitely we will let you know. Yes, the case is open against the unknown and the case continues to remain open until that time when the accused is apprehended. This is the time when investigations will begin.
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The continued shortage of dollars in South Sudan has once again sent more than 10,000 South Sudanese students in Uganda into a panic mode.
Inflation is increasingly making it difficult for the students to change the South Sudan currency into dollars or Uganda shillings.

Aguer Makuei, chairperson of the South Sudanese students union in Uganda, says a shortage in supply of the foreign currency could leave many students stranded with no opportunity to begin their semester. He says the central bank should create a special desk to facilitate students seeking hard currency to pay their tuition.

Makuei: “We need the governor of the central bank to create a desk for the students so that they can get the money transferred through the central bank. It is my appeal to the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Education to avail the possible alternatives so that the South Sudanese students around the world are assisted so that they can transfer the money and so they can attend their lectures. Now they are going to miss and I am really very worried as a union president and as their leader, their expectations are all laid on me.” 
The Japanese ambassador to South Sudan, Kiya Masahiko, has arrived in Wau to review Japanese-funded projects.

Ambassador Masahiko says he will tour three major projects that are jointly implemented by the Japanese government and the United Nations Development program, UNDP.

Masahiko: “Japan has been supporting Wau in many programs together with UNDP. The purpose of the visit is to see the outcome of our support to consider the next step. I am visiting three places this time. The first one was a vocational training graduation ceremony in Don Bosco center and now I am visiting this community policing meeting for enhancing security for the people. At the moment, we are working here with UNDP on the upcoming emergency telephone call system, which is a 777 now in Juba but is coming up in Wau as well.”
UNICEF has launched a national campaign to increase school attendance and participation in the Greater Pibor Administrative area.
UNICEF says the back to learning initiative provides an opportunity to children, adolescents and those who have been forced to drop out of school because of poverty, gender discrimination or conflict.

Pibor is one of the areas in the country that has been deprived of education due to conflict.
Meanwhile the U.S. government has announced an additional $6 million grant to UNICEF to provide education to children and youth affected by conflict.
The money channeled through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) will enable UNICEF to increase the number of children and youth who will be reached with emergency education services to 200,000.

The grant is also expected to benefit demobilized child soldiers and other out-of-school children in the Pibor administrative area.

The grant brings USAID’s total grant to UNICEF for emergency education in South Sudan over two years to $23.5 million. 

Elsewhere, Kenya's Supreme Court has said that the government should abide by a lower court's decision to give teachers a pay rise of at least 50%.
The BBC's reporter in Nairobi says the teachers were happy about the court's decision, which means that the lowest paid teacher should now get $240 or 768ssp a month.

The teachers' pay body had argued that it cannot afford the increase awarded by the industrial court.

The government has not yet reacted and it is still not clear where the new money will come from.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Security authorities in Lakes state order release of two detained MPs
· Citizens concerned  about increasing gun thefts 

· Dollar shortage worries students as foreign universities open for new semester
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