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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m Susan Dokolo. 
The Headlines

· Britain encourages South Sudan to sign peace agreement
· Youths demand an investigation into murder of Western Equatoria speaker
· Western Bahl Ghazal state celebrates good academic results 
The UK embassy in South Sudan is encouraging the government of South Sudan to sign the peace agreement, to allow people return home and rebuild their lives.

The UK deputy ambassador, Richard Croker, said the peace agreement provides a framework for the transitional government, adding that its implementation is crucial for the future of South Sudan.

Croker: “I believe the government would like to sign it and really hope that they do because they should represent the people, and it is quite clear that the people of South Sudan are calling for an end to the war, and focus on their development and their prosperity. So I absolutely hope that the president listens to these people and signs the document.” 

In another development, Ambassador Croker said a positive relationship between the media and government is needed to promote media freedoms in South Sudan.

The Ambassador stressed the need for full normalization of relations between the media and the government in South Sudan 

Croker: “It’s about ensuring that those who work for government, whether they be on the administration side and the bureaucracy or whether they be on the security forces sides, respect that legislation, implement it, and protect the journalists but also that the media houses respect the government and follow the legislation out there. I think that positive relationship, good journalism, reporting accurately, checking sources are critical, so it is a partnership and it is a two way relationship.”
Researchers say vast opportunities exist to establish light industries and promote trade between communities living along the South Sudan and Sudan border.

Researchers from Concordis International, a UK basked non-governmental organization specialized in facilitating border relationships, are meeting in Juba to share the results of their findings. 

Mauro Tadiwe, Country Director for Concordis in South Sudan, says people who live along the borders continue to co-exist and their relations are important.

Members of the Equatoria Youth Union are demanding an investigation into the murder of the Western Equatoria State Legislative Assembly Speaker. 

Former speaker Bage James Elisa was killed in an ambush in Yambio on Friday Night. 

The Chairperson of the Equatoria Youth Union, Daniel Abocha Ali, has asked the government to investigate the incident and step up security to ensure safety of its citizens.  

Ali: “We strongly call upon the state and the national government to apprehend these people and bring them to book. We want the government to beef up security in the city. We want the government to beef up security in the city, and we want the government to look after these people who are killing people every day, looting people, robbing people and they are nowhere to be found. These people are around. We believe they are around. We only need security to be alert and bring them to book. These people who are doing this are South Sudanese.” 
Meanwhile, notable leaders and dozens of local citizens gathered in Yambio on Sunday afternoon to say goodbye to the speaker of Western Equatoria state Legislative assembly.

Former speaker Bage James Elisa was remembered as a man who contributed a lot to the state during his term of office.

Sapana Abui, the deputy governor Western Equatoria state, said the speaker’s death was a big blow and the circumstances under which he died would change the history of Western Equatoria state.

Abui: “It is a big blow to us and a big blow to any institution to lose a city head who diligently serves the state. It is not supposed to be the way it has happened. We are also saddened because the circumstances of his death broke our hearts. The history of WES has changed from good to worse. We all know that WES is one of the peaceful states but with this, what can we say and how can we describe this state?”
The Interim speaker, Pascal Nathaniel, asked the state legislators and the local citizens to remain united.

Nathaniel: “We are sad indeed because the speaker is gone. We ask almighty God to strengthen us who are left behind like orphans. The death of the right honorable speaker is so painful to us, because in any family when a father dies the children will be in right state of mind. That is why I am not prepared to talk. His death has shocked me.”   

No one has so far claimed responsibility for the killing of the speaker, who met his death in an ambush on Friday Night.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Citizens in Renk have raised concerns about the high prices of basic commodities and fuel.

The price of sugar has gone up to 700 SSP per bag, while the price of cooking oil has gone up to 700 South Sudanese pounds per jerrican.

Some frustrated consumers told Radio Miraya that the cost of living is escalating and they are finding it difficult to make ends meet.

The citizens say the price hike is largely due to the depreciating value of the South Sudan pound.

Vox Pops: “The exchange rate of currency is not stable. That’s the reason why the prices are increasing every day. We appeal to our government to control the dollar so the citizens done’t suffer. Some individuals earn ten pounds per day and when they come to the market they will not find anything with ten pounds, but from twenty and above. For example, the jerrycan of oil now costs 700, a bag of sugar becomes 720 and flour is 700.”

“Gasoline became expensive because of the currency rate difference between Sudan and South difference. The difference is above 55% and a barrel of Gasoline became four thousand pound plus taxes in the road have become more than a dollar”.

“Of course the prices increase affected us very much, for example, a pound of sugar became ten pounds in the past was three or four pounds and the reason is  the entry of goods at the border and the currency difference that’s why everything have become expensive”.

Authorities in Western Bahl Ghazal state are celebrating the good performance registered by the students who sat for the National Secondary schools examinations.

Zakaria Joseph Garang, the Deputy Governor commended the female students for showing an excellent performance.

Female students registered an 87% percent pass rate compared to the 78% pass rate for male students.

Roll clip………………….Zakaria Joseph Garang

“Today is the day of success and that we have got the first position in the Sudan school certificate, the student who was called here got the first position and is in the name of the state. I congratulate the ministry of education and all the teachers, especially John Paul secondary school for achieve the position. Girls today were very happy because they got 87%, so next year if girls get 87.3 % boys should get 87.2%. There should be strong competition. Families should play a great role in the success of their children, for us government we will support the ministry of education strongly”.

A committee on mediation and sensitization has arrived in Wau to raise awareness about the importance of reconciliation and dangers of rebellion.

Tom Al-Nur Daldum, Chairperson of the committee, said the young men and women in Western Bahr El Ghazal state need to solve their grievances in a peaceful manner rather than resort to rebellion.

Roll clip………………Tom Al-Nur Daldum

“Our main objective is that we need peace in WBG in general and Wau County in particular. Youth especially from areas of Besilia, Baggari and Bazia are mainly joining rebellion. We came to talk to the youth because of dangers of joining rebellion. “ 

The committee was formed by citizens of Western Bahal Ghazal state resident in Juba.

The civil society will light a peace torch, in one of its efforts to push for peace in South Sudan.

Official lighting of the Peace Torch will take place on September 21st, to coincide with the International day of peace.

Edmund Yakani, the executive director of CEPO says the Peace Torch will serve as a means of spreading the message of peace and commitment to end the ongoing conflict.

Roll clip……………. Edmund Yakani 7
“As I speak now we are thinking in our capacity as civil society one to launch something called a peace torch. The peace torch will be launched on 21st September which is the international peace day. And this peace torch will be lighted in Juba and will be taken from Juba to Jonglei state. And this partly becomes a role that civil society is playing to ensure that people are sensitized about the peace deal. People are sensitized, people are informed that we need to come as one country, as one nation regardless of where we come from, regardless of the tribe.”
Elsewhere Amnesty International says Burundi's security forces have tortured suspected opponents of President Pierre Nkurunziza's third-term bid.
The rights group details how people arrested for allegedly taking part in demonstrations have been mistreated to extract information.

BBC reports say the government has not yet responded.

Burundi has experienced months of turmoil following April's announcement that the president would run for a third term.

Dozens of people died following clashes between police and protesters and many were arrested.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again 
· Britain encourages South Sudan to sign peace agreement.

· Youths demand an investigation into murder of Western Equatoria speaker. 

And 

· Western Bahl Ghazal state celebrates good academic results 

3 | Page

