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Good evening, it’s 5 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· WES former governor  freed from detention
· Union of Journalists announces  three days of mourning for fallen colleague
· WBeG state authorities’ petition UNMISS over IGAD Peace Deal

The former governor of Western Equatoria State, Bangasi Bakasoro has been set free after spending four days in detention.

The ex-governor spoke to Radio Miraya this evening, to confirm his freedom. 

Bakasoro was arrested on Sunday night from his home and taken to an unknown location.

On Wednesday, MPs from the Equatoria region met the Minister of Interior to drum up support for his release.

Bishop Eduardo Hiboro of the Catholic Diocese of Tombura in Yambio added his voice to the calls for Bakasoro’ s release on grounds that he was sick and needs medication.
Newspapers will not be sold on the streets of Juba this Saturday.

This is part of the activities to mourn the killing of journalist Peter Moi Julius, who worked for the corporate newspaper.

The bullet riddled body of Peter Moi was discovered on Thursday close to his home in in Jebel, a suburb of Juba.

Members of the union of Journalists of South Sudan met this morning and resolved to put down their pens, paper, and cameras for three days. 

Edward Ladu Terso, is the Secretary General of the Union of Journalists of South Sudan, he said no newspapers will be on display this Saturday. 

Terriso: “So this blackout will be one day as a message to the authorities that a crime has happened. It should be prevented, investigated and even victims compensated. This is the message. This is the objective. We are not a political party, we are media people.” 

Terriso also asked government to ensure protection of journalists in South Sudan.

Terriso: “Any crime against journalists is a crime against freedom of expression and it is a crime against the people and it is a punishment against the people and it is a punishment to the people. The death of Peter Moi and the death of other journalists has been a crime against the people, a punishment.”

Authorities in Western Bahl Ghazal state have petitioned the United Nations Mission in South Sudan denouncing the IGAD plus compromise peace deal.

The petitioners marched from Peace Square to the State Secretariat where the Acting Governor called the UNMISS State Coordinator, Winnie Babihuga who was handed the petition.
The lead petitioner, Zakaria Joseph Garang- Acting Governor, said the petitioners are not comfortable with the power-sharing in the states, and the demilitarization of Juba, compensation.
Garang: “Your procession today is peaceful, in which you rejected the steps taken by IGAD and Troika. They imposed things in the peace negotiation and imposed peace negotiations itself on us as a country and on our president Salva Kiir. If we accept this, it means we have forgotten our leader Dr. John Garang, who used to say rights are not given but taken with your hands. Our rights are not given to us by Troika or IGAD or white people. Our rights we take with our hands.”

Winnie Babihuga, UNMISS State Coordinator, assured the petitioners that the UN will deliver their concerns to the IGAD secretariat. 

Babihuga: “From all the speeches, the bottom line is that this country must remain in peace and develop. The petition is requesting UNMISS to deliver the expression of the citizens of WBG to the IGAD-plus. And today I stand here to affirm that I will immediately send this document so that they reach to their intended destination. That is our commitment and a commitment to peace.”
The People’s Liberal Party, PLP is asking the government to use the 15 days of consultations to secure a durable and sustainable peace for South Sudan.

On Monday, President Salva Kiir asked the IGAD mediators for two more weeks to consult before he could sign the final peace deal. 

Peter Mayen, chairperson of the PLP, said the 15 days should be used strictly for constructive consultations.

Mayen:  “The 15 days should be used strictly as a time for consultations, but they should not be used as a time to wage further conflict or further war or violence. So cessation of hostilities must be respected at all costs and at the same time the warring parties should not mobilize. Neither the government nor the opposition should mobilize people in order to protest against the current proposed agreement. Peace must come at all costs and that is the position of the People’s Liberal Party.”
Juba International Airport will be closed to weekend traffic starting tomorrow August 22nd through April 30th 2016.

The closure of the airport is intended to facilitate the rehabilitation of the airport’s runways. 

The Undersecretary at the Ministry of Transport Roads and Bridges, Captain David Martin Hassan, says flight operators and passenger have been advised to reschedule their flights.  

Captain David says plans have been put in place to facilitate emergency flights and evacuations. 

Hassan:  “There are plans for extreme emergencies if it is really needed, but otherwise those operators have been informed about the nature and the need of this. Because Juba airport has been suffering for a long time, it has to be closed for two days at least so that the work is expedited. And it should be right so by next year we should have a good airport.”

Rehabilitation of Juba International airport is being carried out by China Harbor Engineering Company. The work will involve rehabilitation of the taxiways, expansion of the cargo apron, establishment of passenger and service roads and the installation of the airfield lighting system and air traffic control navigation system.
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Police in Northern Northern Bahr el Ghazal have welcomed the appointment of the former police commissioner Major General, Akot Deng Akot as the Caretaker Governor of the state. 

The state’s acting Police Commissioner, Philip Madut Tong, said they are confident the new caretaker government will ensure peace and stability.
Tong: “We have full confidence that Major General Akot Deng Akot through his tireless and hardworking ability will ensure better safety, stability, peace and unity to our beloved Northern Bahr el Ghazal State citizens. The entire population of Aweil has suffered in dignified silence for so long. Therefore, it is time for them to enjoy the taste of peace, stability and safety to ensure the sustainability of their children and other generations to come.”
Elsewhere, Health experts are preparing to meet in coming days to hammer out new measures aimed at preventing a new Ebola-style epidemic.

The initiative comes after World Health Organization (WHO) chief, Dr Margaret Chan, called for action to change the way that disease outbreaks are planned and managed.

WHO Spokesperson Dr Ruediger Krech said it would be a "disaster" if existing international health regulations are not improved by the time a new global health crisis hits.
Krech: “We see that things have to be fixed that we saw during the Ebola crisis. But then, this has to be enlarged because the next crisis most likely will not be Ebola but something else … because it's urgent, we cannot wait another five years and then have another outbreak and then we see that it did not work again. This would be a disaster for all of us."
And Sierra Leone's government has offered a $1,000 dollar reward for information leading to the arrest of a gang suspected of raping and killing a girl.

The body of Hannah Bockarie, a teenage sex worker, was found last week on a beach in the capital, Freetown, with sand stuffed in her mouth.

A candlelit vigil was held on Thursday night to pay tribute to her.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· WES former governor  freed from detention

· Union of Journalists announces  three days of mourning for fallen colleague

· WBeG state authorities’ petition UNMISS over IGAD Peace Deal

Radio Miraya News. 
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