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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· Army confirms fresh attack in Upper Nile, sends reinforcements to Pageri
· Pagan Amum speaks out on signing of peace deal 
· South Sudan voted into International Association of Athletics Federations – the IAAF 

The army has confirmed fresh attacks on its positions in Manyo county of Upper Nile.  
SPLA spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says gunmen attempted to overrun a base in the Gabat area this morning but were repulsed by SPLA soldiers.  Aguer blames the attack on opposition forces.  

Aguer: “Today’s attack in SPLA barracks in the Gabat area in Manyo County, Upper Nile state. The SPLA soldiers responded and prevented the rebels’ soldiers entering the area. SPLA is in full control of the Gabat area.’’

Meanwhile, Aguer says the army is investigating yesterday’s incident in the Pageri area along the Juba-Nimule road in Eastern Equatoria.  
Gunmen attacked an army barracks in Pageri, but were later repulsed by security operatives.  Aguer says forces have been deployed to the area and an investigation is underway to find out who was responsible.

Aguer: “We will investigate if those who attacked Pageri belong to Riek Machar or not. This will be uncovered after the investigations.  We are still waiting for a full report that will include views from chiefs, residents and our forces in the area. Through we will know the source of the attack.”

Meanwhile, Pageri Chief Administrative Officer Emilio Iga says the situation has returned to normal. Iga says there were no deaths reported and security is on the ground.

Iga: “No deaths except we had injuries of two soldiers. They attacked the barracks. They exchanged fire. After some 10-15 minutes they withdrew and left the barracks.  These are armed people and they were wearing green uniforms, they tied their heads with red pieces of cloth. It was something like a planned attack because this is the first time that a military installation is attacked in this area.  Immediately after they were repulsed. They ran away, things became normal, we opened the road, traffic started to flow to Juba and from Nimule to Juba.”

The Secretary General of the SPLM party, Pagan Amum, has spoken out for the first time since signing the IGAD-plus peace proposal on Monday.  
Pagan told Radio Miraya in an exclusive interview that he and the other former detainees will remain in Addis Ababa until the government signs the deal.  
Pagan says he is optimistic President Salva Kiir will sign the agreement after the 15 days he requested for consultations.  Pagan also refutes allegations by government spokesperson Michael Makuei that he has left the SPLM party. 
Amum: “I am really surprised by the statement made by Michael Makuei saying that I have left the SPLM by signing, to sign a peace agreement to end this war. If signing peace is what will make me thrown out then I am happy with that because I take the side of the people.  I am sure and confident that this agreement will be signed within this 15 days and I will come back to South Sudan to build peace.”

Upon arrival from Addis Ababa yesterday, Information Minister also spokesperson of the government delegation Michael Makuei said the government would not be pressured to put pen to paper. 

He said President Kiir put his initials on the text of the document to indicate that the government had reservations, and needed 15 days to consult with its constituents on the areas of power sharing, security arrangements and system of governance.
The United States government has initiated consultations on possible targeted sanctions against those believed to be undermining the peace process.  
National Security Advisor Susan Rice in a statement welcomes the signing of the deal by the opposition and other stakeholders and says the US government is disappointed in the failure of the government to sign the agreement. 
Rice says the US government on Tuesday initiated consultations at the United Nations, IGAD and other partners on action in the Security Council to sanction those undermining the peace process.  Rice says the action would be considered if the government does not finalize the deal within 15 days.  

United Nations Secretary-General Bank Ki-moon has also welcomed the deal and expresses his strong hope that President Salva Kiir will sign the agreement by the end of the 15-day deadline. 
Ariane Quentier, spokesperson of the UN Mission in South Sudan reads the Secretary General’s statement.

Ariane: “The Secretary-General wishes to thank the IGAD mediation for its tireless efforts to assist the parties reach agreement. He is encouraged by the regional and international consensus in support of the agreement, which the United Nations also signed as a witness. The Secretary-General is deeply pained by the horrendous suffering of South Sudanese civilians and calls on all belligerents to immediately cease all hostilities, uphold international human rights and humanitarian law, and extend their full cooperation to UNMISS and to the Humanitarian Country Team’s life-saving activities in South Sudan”.
Political parties under the National Alliance have welcomed the signing of the peace deal by the opposition, former detainees and interest groups. 

Sixteen parties under the National Alliance released a statement yesterday, urging the government to sign the deal as soon as possible.  

The Alliance says the government must be willing to make compromises.

Rebecca Nyandeng Garang on her part says delaying peace may have serious consequences on the people of South Sudan.  

Rebbeca Garang witnessed the G-10 and Opposition leader Riek Machar signed the deal in Addis Ababa.  

She broke down in tears when the government declined to put pen to paper. 

Garang says her tears were for the women, girls, and children of South Sudan.
Garang: “What consultations do people need? The people of South Sudan do not need consultations. They need peace.  This is what they need.  People are yearning for peace because people are dying as we speak. There is fighting all over in Pageri, in Bentiu, in Pagak.  People are fighting.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The Ministry of Education has released results of this year’s secondary school examinations.   

Announcing the results in Juba on Tuesday, Education Minister John Gai said 9,800 students sat the exams, of which just over 7,000 passed, representing a pass rate of 75 percent.  

A total of 3,000 students registered but did not sit for the exams in April. 
The Acting Governor of Western Equatoria State has welcomed the appointment of a new Governor.  
Sapana Abui says he is hopeful incoming Governor Maj General Patrick Zamoi will be able to address the security challenges in Western Equatoria. 

Abui: “We thank the President for appointing Major General Patrick Raphael Zamoi to come to be the caretaker Governor of Western Equatoria State. And we are grateful that, given his higher rank in the military, he will be the right person to come and manage the trends of insecurity that is spreading in the state.”
Patrick Zamoi was named to replace Joseph Bangasi Bakosoro in a Presidential decree on Monday.
Authorities in the Greater Pibor Administrative Area say relative calm has returned to the area after a recent dispute between communities of Pochala North and Pochala South counties. 

A five-man joint committee was formed last week to investigate the dispute that resulted in the death of six people last month.  

Apii Ojulo Ochundo, administrator for economic planning in Greater Pibor Administrative Area, says the Pibor administration needs and extra 3,500 police personnel to improve security in the area.

Ochundo: “Right now, the number has not been broken down yet, but in the area of police we have asked for like 3,500, and in the area of wild life, fire brigade, we have asked for a good number that will help us with the administration. Security is paramount to anything that we do, so if we get all the security other people will be able to be active in our area, so the area is quiet and it is not like other parts in the country.”
Elsewhere, Up to 60 people are believed to have been killed after a raid on a village in the north-east Nigeria.

The attack by suspected Boko Haram militants on Kukuwa in Yobe state happened last Thursday but details have only just emerged from survivors. 

Some of the villagers who died are said to have drowned while fleeing gunmen.

Eyewitness reports indicate that dozens of militants arrived in the village on motorcycles and began shooting the residents. 
And in sports, South Sudan has been accepted as a member of the International Association of Athletics Federations, the IAAF.  

The admission was announced at the IAAF congress in Beijing, China. South Sudan garnered 192 votes for, and 12 against its admission.  

The Kosovo athletics federation was also admitted at the same congress sitting.  

Member bodies also agreed to uphold the suspicion of the Gabon's federation after the government interfered in the functioning of the national federation. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· Army confirms fresh attack in Upper Nile, sends reinforcements to Pageri 

· Pagan Amum speaks out on signing of peace deal

· South Sudan voted into International Association of Athletics Federations, the IAAF 
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