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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· President Kiir returns from Addis 
· Religious groups call for immediate ceasefire 
· Local chief in Gudele requests more security in light of weekend attack on police post
President Salva Kiir has arrived in Juba. The President arrived at about midday with the delegation that represented the government at the Addis Ababa talks.  

Addressing the media at the airport, information minister and spokesperson of the delegation Michael Makuei said President Kiir put his initials on the text of the document to indicate that the government had reservations with the proposals. 

The government requested the IGAD mediators for 15 days to consult with its constituencies on the areas of power sharing, security arrangements and system of governance.

The deal was signed yesterday by opposition leader Dr. Riek Machar and Pagan Amum on behalf of the former detainees and civil society representatives.  
Civil society activist Edmund Yakani welcomes the signing by the two groups and says the ball is now in the hands of the government to carry out effective and inclusive consultations.
Yakani: “This is a good gesture for peace. The ball is now thrown back to the government and the hands of the citizens.  If we start using wrong language and wrong interpretations to the provisions which are signed in the current bill by the former SPLM detainees and the SPLM opposition, it may give the citizens a misunderstanding and the citizens may react badly and they may start rejecting the bill. Two, the peace and unity of this country is above everybody’s interest who has power in this country, whoever has power in public office.  So we need to warn these individuals who feel this deal will step on their interest and they want to keep us continuing the war because it will save their interests.  

Yakani says the government and the people should be ready to make some compromises.  
Yakani: “We need to be ready to swallow the bitter pill, as the bitter pill will keep our country united and stable.  If the bitter pill can keep our country as citizens of one country and nation, let’s swallow this bitter pill for this short period of time till we can go back to the democratic vote where the constitutional will allow us to decide us what type of leadership and governance we want. So I will urge the government that let them come and do effective consultations with the citizens. They can consult the citizens through our MPs in both houses of the national parliament, the council of states or our ministers so after two weeks they will go and sign.”

Faith-based groups are calling for an immediate ceasefire. The religious groups signed the compromise agreement in Addis Ababa yesterday and say the government must now consult widely. 

Bishop Enok Tombe, who represented the religious groups at the talks says by President Salva Kiir putting his initials to the document, means fighting should stop and humanitarian access must be allowed to all areas.  

Tombe: “Generally, the 15 days are supposed to be used for consultation. The agreement now means that there should be not shooting. Nobody should use his gun anymore and the relief should to all areas. This is not the time to continue any war. Those who want to fight that should be their own reason  because all the issues which let war had been resolved except for those  the government feel they want to consult their people.”  
In Lakes state, the government there is to stage a rally today in support of the government’s position on the IGAD compromise proposal. 
The rally is being organiZed by government officials and members of the civil society.  Our reporter Mageng Wade Deng is in Rumbek and tells us more. 
Mageng: “There will be a rally which will be conducted at Rumbek Freedom Square. There will be civil society groups and members of the government. Yesterday, the governor came from Juba and briefed the cabinet ministers and senior government officials about the current situation in the country and the negotiations in Addis Ababa. He delivered a message from Addis Ababa and informed the ministers and members of Parliament yesterday that we have to support our President since the country is striving for peace.  He also said there is no way to accept peace that will bring war later on.”
Staying in Lake States. where we learn that nine people were killed and 16 others wounded in sectional fighting. 
Authorities have responded by sending security forces to the area to stop the fighting. 

Again, our reporter Mageng Wade Deng in Rumbek

Mageng: “The youth are from Cueichok. A certain clan went and attacked those of Panawac after one of their relatives was killed. And then it made a lot of attraction from the other section of the other community that have been involved in that conflict. So that fighting left nine people dead and over 16 people wounded from both sides. So this is a primary report that we have received from the ground by the authorities and the relatives of the late who have been killed and wounded in that incident. I spoke to the acting information minister. He confirmed that the incident happened and also forces have been sent to separate sections that are engaged in conflict.”  

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
A chief at the Block 8 Gudele 2 residential area in Juba is appealing to Police to increase the number of security personnel at the police station. 

The appeal comes after a senior police officer was killed when unidentified men attacked the police post over the weekend.  

Chief Francis Jackson urges police to increase their presence in the area.  

Jackson: “Let the government provide security. Nowadays at night people fear to go out to visit the toilet. For example, a big police station like this one which has a court and prison. It is not appropriate to be manned by three police officers. That is why the criminals came and attacked them and took guns. They should change their strategy. In other countries a station like this should have more than a company so that they can work in shifts. But here, three police only, one officer, investigator and guard. Tell me in which country can something like this happen?”

As South Sudan prepares to celebrate World Humanitarian Day tomorrow, aid organizations are finding themselves stretched beyond their limits.  

Facing numerous man-made and natural disasters around the world, the United Nations and international aid groups are increasingly competing for resources from donors.  

George Fominyen, communications officer for the World Food Programme, says the needs are big with limited resources.  

Fominyen: “We continue as best as we can to be able to get in, in the conflict affected areas. We continue to dispatch mobile response teams so they can get into these areas, provide assistance to the people. And with the support of our partners we are able to reach as many people as we can, but it is a very tough situation because we are facing a situation where there are so many competing emergencies around the world. You have a crisis in Burundi, Yemen and Syria. So it is the most important thing for us here in South Sudan is to indicate that South Sudan must not be forgotten.”

World Humanitarian Day is marked on the 19th of August every year, to commemorate and celebrate the spirit of all people who have lost their lives in humanitarian service.  

This year holds a special significance for South Sudan – with millions relying on humanitarian assistance. 

Japan’s ambassador to South Sudan has visited Malakal in Upper Nile to get an on-ground assessment of the humanitarian situation. 
Kiya Masahiko travelled with a delegation of donors from Japan, the United States, Britain, Spain, France, Canada and Sweden.  
The delegation toured the Protection of Civilians site and the new contingency area for new IDPs arriving from Wau Shiluk and surrounding areas. 
Ambassador Masahiko described the living conditions of the IDPs as ‘challenging.’
In regional news, suspected Al-shabab militants have warned villagers in Kenya’s coastal city of Lamu not to cooperate with police. 
Dozens of the suspected fighters swept into Basuba village and lectured the residents for two hours, warning them not to board any police or military vehicles because they targeted them for attacks.

The group of about 50 wearing masks and military fatigue then disappeared into a nearby forest without attacking anyone.

Eyewitnesses say among the militants were two men and two women who appeared to be of Caucasian origin. 
In sports, At-labara FC beat Tahrir 2-1 in the ongoing division one football tournament in Juba, cementing At-labara’s position as table leaders.  
In today’s matches, second placed Malekia FC face Rainbow. In Wau, Gazala FC managed a 1-nil win over Black eagles at Wau main stadium.  Today in Wau, Etihad will take on Salam. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· President Kiir returns from Addis

· Religious groups call for immediate ceasefire 

· Local chief in Gudele requests more security in light of weekend attack on police post 
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