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Good morning, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m David Lukan.
The Headlines

· IGAD mediators warn of no further extensions beyond August 17th deadline
· President Kiir and Riek Machar expected to meet in Addis 
· Army deserters arrested for causing insecurity in Bor town
IGAD mediators have warned that there will be no more extensions of the August 17 deadline for a final peace agreement to be reached to end the ongoing conflict.

This was after the government and opposition delegations briefed the mediators on the progress of the negotiations, highlighting the sticking points or what they refer to as ‘deal breakers’  that are yet to be resolved. 

They mentioned disagreements in power sharing, security arrangements and the structure of the cabinet. 

Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin, chairperson of the IGAD special envoys for South Sudan, told journalists after the negotiators briefing that there is no way the deadline will be extended.  

Mesfin: “There is no way. They have heard it from the mouth of the entire IGAD-plus that 17th is the last. You cannot leave Addis Ababa this time without signing this agreement by the 17th of August.  Enough is enough. It is frustration and hopelessness that is reigning in South Sudan and all over the world. We have been circling the wagon for the last 20 months. Give them another year or even two years, they will not bring any other issue. These are the issues. What is required of them is courage to stand to the test of time and to demonstrate leadership and political will and commitment to end this crisis.”

Meanwhile, President Salava Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar are expected to meet in Addis Ababa, to discuss outstanding issues.  
Machar arrived on Wednesday evening and President Kiir is still expected.  
Haile Michael, IGAD Communications officer, told Radio Miraya that the two principals will meet face-to-face to handle the contentious issues that the delegations have failed to agree on.  

Haile Michael: “The negotiating parties have been here for the past week. There are some outstanding issues that they cannot solve by themselves.  For example, the power ratios, especially in the three states of the Upper Nile region, as well as the demilitarization of Juba and the two army issues. So we are expecting the principal parties to come and start with face to face negotiations. The regional leaders are expected to come on Saturday to join these principals to encourage them to reach an agreement and sign a final deal on the 17th.”
United States Ambassador to South Sudan, Molly Phee says the proposal presented by the mediators is a draft that should be used as a guide to achieving sustainable peace.  
Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Ambassador Phee said long-lasting solutions should be found during the transition period. 
Phee: “It is very important to understand that this is a draft and it is a compromise. This agreement does not write the future of South Sudan in stone.  This is merely a mechanism, a device to allow you to put the guns down to sit together as a society and a country and make decisions about how you want to govern yourselves and how you want to pursue your dreams. And there is still time, if people get engaged seriously to fix it and make it work.  But really it is not as bad as everyone says. There is a lot of agreement about much of the text and it really represents a good opportunity to stop the fighting and go into a temporary transitional government.”
Ambassador Phee cautioned that the US government would be forced to change its approach towards South Sudan if a deal is not reached by Monday. 

Phee: “Absolutely, the United States is looking at how we might change our approach to South Sudan. That is not a decision we want to take. We would rather be working with you to implement peace and to support development of your country.  But certainly we do not feel that the situation is sustainable. The cost to you and the cost to your friends is too high, so there would be a change in approach as President Obama has said. He said it would be necessary for us to move forward with a different plan and I anticipate he would do that.”
Meanwhile, a Juba-based advocacy group says civilian disarmament should be incorporated into the comprehensive peace process.  
The Dialogue and Research Initiative, DRI, says removing illegal firearms in the hands of the public will rebuild trust and allow for reconciliation.  
DRI says disarmament and other mechanisms of transitional justice are important steps towards building sustainable peace.  
Gordon Lam, the organization’s executive director, says the public must be made aware of transitional justice and accountability systems.  

Lam: “We are saying that when the peace is signed there will be a lot work that communities that are affected by the conflict need to build trust with the security sector, with the government and with the wider civil society. So by doing so there is a gap that needs to be advocated for. In the transitional justice there are lot of misunderstandings and people have to be orientated to understand the role of the transitional justice in the reconciliation process.”

The IGAD peace proposal provides for the establishment of a truth and reconciliation commission during the interim period, as well as a "hybrid" court to try suspects accused of human rights violations.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The People’s Liberal Party has drafted an economic policy designed to maximize revenue collection for the country.  
The strategy emphasizes income from small industries and natural resources such as livestock and fisheries to stop over reliance on oil.  
PLP chairperson Peter Mayien says the policy was drafted after a study conducted by the party in the country’s revenue sources.  

Mayien: “Our economic policy intends to boost the agriculture sector that in turn affects the industry sector, boosting the non-oil revenues.  For instance, based on research that the party had, it is most likely that the country can get four million pounds per annum from the fisheries industry, let alone the wildlife industry, where we can get eight million annually.  Currently, what we have is money only from oil. Our agriculture sector is dead and this is where the PLP policy will work towards that. 

Mayien says the policy will be shared with investors.  

Mayien: “The party is going to mobilize a number of investors and direct them to the potential areas that they can invest in both in agriculture and small scale industries.  Absence of peace  should not stop us from working and therefore we intend that hopefully in some areas where there is relative …”

A committee has been formed to investigate a recent dispute between communities of Pochala North and Pochala South counties in Jonglei state. 

The incident resulted in the death of six people during a clash between body guards of the King of the Anuak community and security forces last month.  

The committee will also investigate the death of a man who was shot by a police officer during a food distribution exercise in Pochala South in May. The MP representing Pochala North County, Ochala Ojulo, says the five-member committee comprises representatives from both counties. 

Ojulo: “The committee, which is formed by the Greater Pibor Administrative Area, is composed of two commissioners, king and sub-king and commander. They are five. What we advise them is that let them stop any shooting word, let them stop what is called revenge. Revenge is not good. I think nobody from them now can revenge.”

Still in Jonglei, police have arrested two army deserters suspected of harassing and looting from civilians in Bor town.  
The suspects are believed to have left SPLA positions in Pajut and Gadiang areas and were hiding among communities in Bor.
Jonglei State Police Commissioner Thukul Ayom says six additional police posts have been set up within the town to enforce emergency measures. Ayom explains more.  
Ayom: “Two defectors arrested for arbitrary offenses, they have been rounded up. What we learned is that at night they knock at the door and they ask for money and they say we are in the frontline, and you are just sleeping. We cannot make you sleep. If you have money you bring it. This is what the people whom they disturb report. We have divided the town and we have put police in about six police stations in the areas reported to be disturbed.”

Early this week state authorities met with SPLA division 8 commanders to get full authority to deal with army deserters causing insecurity in Bor town.

And Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari has given his new military chiefs a three-month deadline to defeat the Islamist militant Boko Haram group.

President Buhari gave the order at a swearing-in ceremony for the new service commanders he appointed last month.

At least 17,000 people have been killed since Boko Haram launched its insurgency in northern Nigeria 2009, according to Amnesty International.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· IGAD mediators warn of no further extensions beyond August 17th deadline

· President Kiir and Riek Machar expected to meet in Addis

· Army deserters arrested for causing insecurity in Bor town 
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