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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines

· South Sudan – Uganda set up joint border demarcation committee 
· Chamber of Commerce appeals for enactment of Revenue Authority law
· Fuel shortage delays construction of new airport in Torit 
A joint technical committee has been set up to resolve the South Sudan- Uganda border dispute. 
This comes after heightened tensions in the Ngomoromo border area in Magwi County, Eastern Equatoria State.  
Speaking on return from Uganda, Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin said the committee will comprise officials from both countries and will be tasked with studying maps to ascertain the actual border.

Marial: “We have formed a technical committee and this committee is composed of a delegation from South Sudan and the Republic of Uganda. At the present moment our teams are working. Maybe within the next week our team will go to Uganda and they will sit with the Ugandan team in order to work and start working on where the maps are. So we are asking our citizens to leave this issue in the hands of the two central governments who have the technical know-how and to determine where our map is. So we are asking everybody to stay where you are till we determine the border.”
The national Chamber of Commerce says the pending National Revenue Authority Bill is urgently needed to streamline revenue collection. 
The bill provides for the creation of a national revenue authority body that would be responsible for collecting taxes and revenue across the country.
Speaking on Radio Miraya this morning, Simon Akuei Deng, Secretary General of the Chamber of Commerce, called for the bill to be signed into law as a matter of urgency.  Simon says the proposed law was passed by Parliament and is now awaiting the President’s endorsement to become law. 

Deng: “This bill is now in the office of the President.  The legal advisor will ask the President to look at it and give ascent.  The current tax system that we have here is so disorganized and it is one of the worst systems ever created in a country, where people tax according to their will. You go to the national government, the fee is smaller, you go to the state government, the fee is 10 times and you go to the roadside you find people collecting money in uniforms. It is totally messy. So this bill will actually bring all these crowded tax collectors to one agency, the sole revenue collectors for the government.”
Simon Akuei Deng says the Chamber of Commerce is in discussions with government ministries on how best to manage Letters of Credit, better known as LCs.
In June, Parliament called for a full audit into the process of distribution of the LCs after it was found out that there was no clear monitoring mechanism in place to follow up on companies contracted to deliver items purchased with the LCs.  Deng says the chamber is drafting out systems that would be used to monitor the distribution process.  

Akuei: We are also working with the Ministry of Commerce and the committee together with the Ministry of Finance to design a modality on how we could have monitoring verification mechanisms. If LCs are issued again in the next few months, how best can we do it so that at least goods come to the markets and go to the states? Because the LCS go to all the states of South Sudan. Some are given 5 million US dollars and other are given 3 million US dollars.  So it is a matter of commitment that we must do the right thing. We should not continue doing malpractices that actually affect our own economy.” 

Government introduced letters of credit in 2012 to authorize companies and selected institutions to access dollars from commercial banks for the importation of essential commodities needed to address shortages on the market.

The Inspector General of Police is warning of tough action against police personnel who sell ‘form 8’ documents to victims of accidents and crime.  
General Pieng Deng Kuol says some officers have been wrongfully asking victims to pay for the documents, which they need to access medical treatment.  
Addressing journalists in Juba, Police Spokesperson James Monday Enoka says commanders have been instructed to take firm action against such personnel.  

Enoka: “Some of our police personnel are charging money for providing form number eight or filling the form, thereby delaying extension of immediate medical aid to the injured person. The police are bound to provide copies of form eight to the injured person whenever required free of cost. In case any complaint is received against any police personnel trying to collect money for providing or filling form number eight it will be treated as serious misconduct and strict action will be taken by the concerned commanders against defaulters of this order.”

A fuel shortage has delayed construction work of a new airstrip in Torit, Eastern Equatoria. 
The Lofulari airstrip was meant to have been inaugurated on Independence – 9th July.   State Information Minister Mark Akio Ukinbul says work will resume once fuel supplies have been secured.  

Ukinbul: “Lofulari air strip is still under construction and we are of course constrained by the shortage in fuel which is why the company is little bit stranded. Nevertheless, we received some bit of fuel early this week and hope they are going to resume the construction of this new air strip.”

The two and a half kilometre strip is being constructed at a cost of 60 million pounds.  It will link the state to its neighbors and move air traffic away from the current strip which is located in a heavily populated residential area.
Still in Eastern Equatoria, authorities have condemned the killing of a local chief who was accused of using mystical powers to cause hunger in the state. 
Community members in Lafon County accused Osili Solomon of blocking rain and calling birds to destroy their crops. 
State Information Minister Mark Akio Ukinbul says a similar incident occurred in Hiyala Payam where a mob killed the brother of a rainmaker who they hold responsible for the draught.  Ukinbul says such actions will not be tolerated.  

Akio: “These are things associated with traditional beliefs, which of course we as a government has condemned. The two act in the strongest terms because issues like the drought current are associated more with the climate change. We see no reason why this person should become a victim of the drought that covers the whole of Eastern Equatoria State and parts of South Sudan and in fact maybe into Uganda. So these are beliefs which are unacceptable and we are trying to remind our people that climate change is the cause of the drought.”
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The newly appointed commissioner of Rumbek North County in Lakes State is visiting Warrap state in an effort to address cross border challenges.  
Madong Muorwel Nyot visited Tonj South County and will continue to Tonj East to discuss challenges of insecurity, inter-communal clashes and cross-border cattle raids.  
Muorwel Nyot, who assumed office last week, says his main priority is to improve border relations and bring peace to Rumbek North.

Nyot: “The first priority I think is to bring peace to the people of Rumbek County as they had been in-fighting with their neighbors, like Rumbek Central and Tonj East County… There are youth who are friendly to youth of Rumbek North County and there are some who are in crisis or in-fighting with them. So I want to bring them together and then I will start a program of development in the county.”   

The UN Resident Coordinator, also Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in South Sudan, has visited Malakal town, to assess the humanitarian situation in the conflict affected area.  
Eugene Owusu made the visit days after an influx of up to 6,000 newly displaced people from the Wau Shilluk area arrived at the UN protection of civilian site.  
Owusu appreciated the efforts of humanitarian workers providing support to the needy populations.

Owusu: “I came to Malakal in the company of colleagues from UN Agencies and donor partners, UNMISS and also the representatives from the Government. We have decided to back this trip to really get a full understanding of the content, but also importantly an appreciation of the work that you are doing and of some challenges. I really recommend all of you for working so well together I am not sure who is the teeth and who is the tongue.”
A security officer has been killed and two truckloads of items stolen in a road ambush in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State.  

Wau County Commissioner Elia Kamilo says the attackers stole sugar and flour from the two trucks and shot dead the security officer who was escorting the items from Juba to Wau.  Kamio says gunmen laid the ambush in a deserted area between Rafli and Tirga along the Wau-Tombura road.
Kamilo: “This area is full of bush, and there are no people. The one who died in that operation is personnel of National Security. He was on his way with these vehicles from Juba to Wau. We brought the corpse to Wau. There is a force now deployed to the area, we shall have a force of SPLA stationed in the area to protect the road.”

And, the head of the UN mission in the Central African Republic, Babacar Gaye, has been asked to resign amid multiple allegations of sexual abuse by peacekeepers.  

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced the resignation on Wednesday. 

It comes a day after Amnesty International alleged that a 12-year-old girl was raped by a UN peacekeeper in the CAR. 

The UN force of 10,000 peacekeepers has also faced allegations of sexually abusing street children.

Addressing reporters in New York, Ban Ki-moon said the United Nations would not tolerate any action that would cause people to replace their trust with fear.

Mr Ban has also requested a special session of the Security Council on sexual exploitation and abuse.  
In addition to the meeting to be held on Thursday, Mr Ban also plans to convene a video conference of all heads of UN peacekeeping operations and other senior field personnel.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again.
· South Sudan – Uganda set up joint border demarcation committee 
· Chamber of Commerce appeals for enactment of Revenue Authority law

· Fuel shortage delays construction of new airport in Torit 
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