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Good afternoon, it’s 1 o’clock. I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines

· Power-sharing and security arrangements remain sticking issues in Addis 
· Political parties and civil society in WES present position on IGAD proposals
· Civil society group CEPO records 5 cases of harassment against journalists over the past month 
Government and opposition delegations enter day five of the latest round of negotiations in Addis Ababa. 

With less than a week to the August 17th deadline set by the mediators to sign a final deal, the negotiating teams are examining the proposed compromise deal that was presented by the mediators, sharing their reservations and suggesting adjustments.

Majak D’Agoot, a former political detainee, says the contentious issues remain power sharing, structure of the transitional government and security arrangements. 
D’Agoot says the two sides should not lose focus.

D’Agoot: “What has remained undecided now is about the power. It is not about reforms because the agenda of reforming the government and the country is not the basis of contention anymore. We have discussed that and we have agreed on a number of reforms we are going to carry out in the economy in the reorganization of government and in the security sector.  So they want to agree first on how to share the cake, so we still maintain our separate identity like the SPLM in government still maintain their separate identity.”
Bishop Enock Tombe, leader of the faith-based groups represented at the talks is confident a peace deal will be reached.    

Tombe: “Most of the things have been agreed upon but these few, which I call contentious issues, have not been agreed on since Bahir-Dar last year.  For example, they have not agreed on power-sharing, whether at national level or at the level of Greater Upper Nile State. They have also not agreed on the structure of the government – namely, the issue of the 1st Vice-President. They have also not agreed on how to allocate the ministries and the eight deputy ministries because these are issues that are difficult issues to agree on. But most of the things like the number of ministries and federal system have been agreed in principal but they have not agreed on when to implement them, so some of these things are very minor.  

Bishop Tombe says President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar are expected to meet to consider the draft drawn out by the negotiators.  

Tombe: “There are three more steps after the negotiators. President Salva Kiir Mayardit and former Vice-President will be meeting to look at the issues that are still remaining on the 13th and 14th of this month. Whatever is not agreed upon will be pushed to the IGAD summit, which will be preceded by a meeting of the foreign ministers of the IGAD states on the 15th and 16th of this month.  Then the regional through the heads of state will take over and then on the 17th a summit will be held here in Addis Ababa to somehow finalize.”
Meanwhile, civil society and political parties in Western Equatoria have strongly rejected the IGAD-proposed compromise deal.  
The activists and political groups, as stakeholders to the peace process, have officially presented their position to State Governor Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro, expressing reservations in the areas of power-sharing and security arrangements.   Richard Zizi a political party representative in Western Equatoria says the position paper is being presented late, on account of the insecurity that was experienced in Yambio in recent days. 
Zizi: “We the stakeholders in Western Equatoria State in Yambio were not able to make our statement in time due to the fact that Yambio, in particular, has not been stable for the past two weeks due to insecurity. The IGAD plus document is just a replication of the CPA, but the current situation of South Sudan is not like that of the Khartoum – South Sudan by then negotiation. Therefore, we strongly reject the following: security arrangements; power sharing; judiciary. We are recommending a reconciliation and reparation committee instead of the high-bride Court in South Sudan as proposed by IGAD plus.”
On international youth day, the United Nations Population Fund, UNFPA, is urging the young men and women of south Sudan to engage in behavior that benefits their communities and country.

The UNFPA country office representative to South Sudan, Barnaba Yisa, says more than 70 percent of the population in South Sudan is young people aged below the age of 30. He however says that despite the huge numbers, many youth in South Sudan lack the opportunities to engage in fruitful behavior.
Yisa: “We are referring to things that will not affect the community negatively, for example, in terms of development. If you take agriculture, youth can engage in agriculture, youth can engage in agriculture. If you take education, youth can lead in education. If you take life skill development, youth can definitely lead in this area. So it is very clear what the youth can do in South Sudan, and the key thing is to give these youth is opportunity and empower them to be able to do what they should be doing.” 

Meanwhile, the Deputy Speaker of the National Youth Council says funding constraints are making it difficult for the Council to convene its first meeting.  
Lotio Paul Abbass says the convention is meant to be held this month to bring together youth from the counties to discuss policies that concern them. 
Abbass says the Council is still looking for funding.  

Abbass: “The constitution was passed in the last convention, which needed to be adopted by the members of the Council. If it is not adopted it will be very difficult to be in full operation. Then adoption of the conduct of business regulations for the Council also required participation of all these members. We need also to rectify the national youth charter that describes the interest of the youth within the issue of governance. So, all these are very crucial to convene that meeting. We are struggling to make sure that we meet. So any assistance that can be rendered toward this noble call for the youth; we appeal to the entire nation to support this programme.”       

The National Youth Council is the highest organ of the National Youth Union and is mandated with implementing programs for youth across the country.  
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Members of the Western Bahr ell Ghazal state Legislative Assembly have gone on recess. The recess is intended to provide time for the state legislators’ to carry out their other duties.

The speaker of Western Bahr el Ghazal Legislative assembly, Mario Nybang, said the state parliament will open for the new session in November. 

Our Reporter Micheal Wondi has more.

Wondi’s Report: 
WBGS assembly yesterday had a meeting in which it declared a recess. This came in an effort to sensitize the citizens on the current political situation in the country and in the state in particular. Hon. Mario Nybang, speaker of WBGS assembly, has sent off members on recess, as of yesterday actually, to resume in November. Addressing the august house, Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan urges all the members to go to their respective constituencies and create awareness on the on-going peace talks in Addis Ababa and also create awareness of insecurity caused by criminals, armed robbers and armed groups in the state. 

The Community for Empowerment Organization, CEPO, has recorded five cases of harassment against journalists over the past one month.  In a brief timeline shared by the civil society group, the incidents were allegedly carried out by suspected security agents in Aweil, Kuajok, Juba and Bor in the month of July alone.  Chairperson of the Union of Journalist in South Sudan, Oliver Modi, says the union is working with CEPO and other partners to raise awareness about the work of journalists, access to information and freedom of expression.

Modi: “These incidents, including harassment, arrest, intimidation and off course detention, we recorded these incidents not only in Juba but we recorded them all the 10 states. So my appeal to the people to South Sudan, the government of South Sudan, including the security sector and then the journalists, let us join hands together so that we can look at issues if there are any issues among us, how do we solve them?”
A chief from Duk County in Jonglei state has been killed in an ambush. Jok Rwoth was attacked while he was searching for his missing cows in Potap village.  

Duk County Commissioner Michael Malual Wor says the incident is one of many ambushes in the same area. 

Wor says local law enforcement is stepping up security to address the rising cases of ambushes. 

Wor: “I am mobilizing the youth of Duk, the police, you and the army to join hands and go out for patrolling because this is the only way we can ensure the security of our people. What happened to the chief of Duk is we know very well there are criminals who came from Uror county and we had a report earlier last month that they killed one person and none of them was found.  On the 19th they also killed a police personnel, so we still suspect the same criminals are in the area.”
And elsewhere, at least 47 people have been killed in an attack on a crowded market in north-east Nigeria.

The explosion in the crowded market in the northeast state left as many as 52 people injured.  

The explosion is being blamed on suspected Boko Haram militants who have killed hundreds of people in Borno state.
To end the news, here are the headlines once again
· Power-sharing and security arrangements remain sticking issues in Addis

· Political parts and civil society in WES present position on IGAD proposals 
· Civil society group CEPO records five cases of harassment against journalists over the past month 
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