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Good afternoon. It is one o’clock and I’m David Lukan. 
The Headlines:
· South Sudan and Uganda trade accusations over border encroachment  

· Western Equatoria State Speaker resurfaces after five days, dismisses reports of defection 

· Economist calls for revised attitudes on the value of cattle 

Authorities in Uganda say the flare up at the border with Eastern Equatoria erupted when a group of South Sudanese occupied Ugandan territory. 
Ochan Mathew Akiya, the Local Council 5 Chairperson of Uganda’s Lamwo district says a group of 200 South Sudanese entered the Ngo-Oromo border area on Friday and attempted to erect structures.  
Akiya says the group was eventually pushed back by Ugandan soldiers.  He denies there was any violence or gunfire.

Ochan Matthew Akiya: “They erected a road block then started constructing temporary structures. We made efforts to have dialogue with them to make them understand that we are one community and we live together. If there is any issue concerning the border, they should take it to the central government in Juba as we have already taken our concerns to the Central government in Kampala. These people ignored our request until the UPDF pushed them back in a brotherly way. There was no exchange of fire, there was no death and there was no destruction of property.”  

Eastern Equatoria State Governor Louis Lobong Lojore visited Pajok on Wednesday. The visit was to assess the situation and calm tensions.  

Otim Joseph, a member of the women’s association says the Governors visit did not yield much.  Joseph says hundreds of people have fled their homes as a result of the tensions.  

Otim Joseph: “Actually the visit of the Governor did not make much impact, because people were expecting the governor to assure people with full protection of the security. Now we have only seven policemen at the border. What will they do with almost a battalion of soldiers at the border from the UPDF? As I speak now, there are no casualties. Nobody was harmed but the problem is that many people from Pager have been displaced in Pajok – women, children, the old and we don’t know where to put them. The food is not there and shelter is a problem.”
The Editor-in-Chief of “The Citizen” newspaper has recounted the story of how his paper was shut down. 
Nhial Bol says he received a phone call from an officer in National Security informing him it was in regards to two political pieces that were published in the paper. 
He says he has no option now, but to dismiss his staff of more than 70. Nhial explains more.  
Nhial Bol: “They said they had two charges: One was the article I wrote on 28 July and there was another article about opposition parties. They did not tell me why they did not like them but they told me these were the charges that were ready and the other charges would be framed.  The only action I will take is to dismiss the workers because “The Citizen” employs 75 people and all these people will lose their jobs as a result of these actions and then again if there is an problem, they should have preferred this to the court, but if they don’t want to do that what do we do?.”
The Union of journalists’ in South Sudan is demanding the reopening of the citizen newspaper - and Free Voice media which was also shut down.  

Union Chairperson Oliver Modi says the union has written to the National security ministry calling for their reopening.  

The speaker of the Western Equatoria State Legislative Assembly has resurfaced after five days in hiding.  
Honorable Bage James Elisa disappeared when insecurity broke out in Yambio a few days ago.  

Bage’s constituency, in Gangura payam was the epicenter of the weekend violence. He dismisses reports of defection.  

Hon. Bage: “People were saying I have escaped, gone to the Democratic Republic of Congo, joined the rebels but I am here to tell them that I am back. It was war between Gangura and Nabiapai that held me there and I was being protected by civilians. Even MONUSCO heard of me and wanted to rescue me – I told them it has not come to that and I am here back, kicking strong and I am OK.” 

An economist and expert on markets notes an urgent need to change cultural perspectives on livestock to improve food security.  
Kennedy Nanga, an economist with the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) says people must begin to appreciate the value of cattle beyond cultural worth.  

Kennedy Nanga: “For cattle, for a food security perspective for South Sudan it is not important and the truth is because of the cultural dimensions, people need to keep it for prestige and also need to use it for dowry and they do not really see livestock as a business. What is important are the small ruminants, i.e goats but we really need to change how we look at it because if we have neighbouring countries exporting huge numbers of livestock, and getting value-money for it, what would be the need of keeping huge herds? What we need is manageable herds which are sustainable and we can sell the rest.”
Nanga gives a brief outlook on market trends and what to expect in the next few months.  

Kennedy Nanga: “This is regional. In Greater Bahr el Ghazal, most of the production is not yet in the markets and we see high prices now. If we look at Greater Equatoria, we have some early harvests and we have seen an immediate shift in prices going down particularly in Juba and most markets of Greater Eqauatroria. In Greater Upper Nile, because of the situation, the prices are extremely high and of course up to around August-September we expect prices to go up and we know consumers are feeling the pressure which is also increasing the cost of living.”
A court in Sudan has freed two South Sudanese pastors who were accused of spying against the Sudanese government.  

Yat Michael and Peter Yen were arrested in Khartoum in December 2014 and January 2015 respectively.  

They faced a possible death sentence in relation to eight charges including waging war against the state, undermining constitutional order and spying.  

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A chief and his wife have been shot dead in Bor County, Jonglei state. 
Chief Kwai Ayuen and his wife were killed late last night at their home in Jale payam. County authorities suspect armed cattle raiders were behind the incident. 
Bor County Commissioner Isaac Mamer Ruuk says the attackers left without taking anything.  Ruuk explains what happened.  

Mamer Ruuk: “The incident happened in Jale payam. Some raiders entered the village and started firing at the house of the chief and they killed the chief Kwai Ayuen together with his wife. They ran away (and) left everything in the house. This morning the SPLA forces in Jele tried to follow the footsteps and the police commissioner Major General Thukul Ayom this morning sent in another force of police which is composed of CID to go and investigate.”

The Ministry of Education is forming a team to investigate the payment of school capitation grants. 

The grants, under the Girls Education South Sudan Program, GESS - entitle schools to funding for renovation and to meet the running costs of the institution. 
Under the programme, the government pays for primary schools while secondary schools get funding from the UK government.  

Speaking on Radio Miraya, Esther Akumu, Director General for Gender in the Ministry of Education says the team will investigate why several schools are not receiving the funding.  

Esther Akumu: We are having actually big problems with the state ministries of finance in all the 10 states. We have several schools which are not receiving these finds and yet the funds are with the state ministries of finance. Soon the Ministry of Education will constitute a high level delegation to go and investigate this and create awareness on how the funds are sent, because for sure the national ministry of finance released the money to the state ministries of finance.”
Meanwhile the Ministry of Education will tomorrow (Friday) launch a girl’s education strategy. 
The strategy will act as an agenda to remove barriers preventing girls from obtaining education in South Sudan. It has been developed with support from UN Children’s organisation, UNICEF.  
Phuong Nguyen, UNICEF Chief Education Officer, says the strategy identifies eight key approaches to keep girls in school.

Phuong Nguyen: “We have advocacy for affordable education; that is one strategy. Education should be free and compulsory – and this is a commitment to which the government of South Sudanese has committed itself it. Another strategy is to sensitize communities on the importance of girls’ education and the importance of making sure that girls have equal rights to education as boys. Another strategy is to develop a gender sensitive curriculum and we want the strategy to come in and it is coming in at the right time to inject and make sure girls are coming back to school and that they are retained in school and complete an education.”
On Friday, South Sudan will commemorate National girl’s education day.  The day was declared by Dr. John Garang in 2004 to explore additional learning opportunities and support for girls education.  

And, 100 Somali refugees living in Kenya have been voluntarily repatriated according to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR). 
The refugees were flown to the Somali capital Mogadishu on Wednesday from Dadaab camp. 
In April, the Kenyan government had said it wanted to close the camp, but it remains open for now. 
The UNHCR Spokesperson in Kenya, Emmanuel Nyabera, says only a small number have decided to go home. 
Kenya hosts more than 470,000 Somali refugees, the majority of whom are in the large Dadaab refugee complex in the north-east of the country.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· South Sudan and Uganda trade accusations over border encroachment  

· Western Equatoria State Speaker resurfaces after five days, dismisses reports of defection 

· Economist calls for revised attitudes on the value of cattle 

Radio Miraya news.
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