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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Eastern Equatoria State Governor rushes to calm tensions at South Sudan – Uganda border 
· Journalists demand reopening of closed media houses 
· Government delegation travels to Addis Ababa
Eastern Equatoria State Governor, Louis Lobong Lojore has travelled to Pajok in Magwi County to intervene in a border standoff between Ugandan and South Sudan officials.  
Yesterday afternoon Ugandan forces overrun the Ngom -Oromo customs area, sending citizens fleeing in panic.  Governor Lojore is expected to address the community at the border area. 

Meanwhile, a member of parliament representing Pajok Payam in the National Legislative Assembly, Beatrice Samson, says she has raised the matter with the South Sudan foreign affairs ministry. 

Beatrice Samson: “We also call on our governments – both the government of Uganda and of South Sudan to enlighten the people  and calm the people down so that they wait until such a time that true border is demarcated  and both the community across the borders are aware of the  location of the true border. I have been meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs this morning on the same issue and he informed us that he has talked to the Governor of Eastern Equatoria who I believe is now at Ngom-Oromo to observe what is happening there and file a report to the Minister of Foreign Affairs before he can do the diplomatic work of follow up with the issue.”

An official at the Uganda Embassy in Juba, Alex Kwitonda, has told Radio Miraya that the issue of the border is being addressed by the two countries’ joint permanent commission mechanism. 
Kwitonda says border tension between Uganda and South Sudan is a long standing issue that will be resolved.

Alex Kwitonda: “Those tensions have been there before and they are still partly being solved, but the whole situation is being addressed as I have already mentioned by the two countries for the border to be demarcated. It is not a one-day exercise – it is taking some time but the two countries are aware of the situation and it is being addressed. I have no idea what the UPDF is doing at the border I am also reading it on the papers.”

David Nailo Mayo, a member of the border demarcation team, says the joint permanent commission mechanism is finding it difficult to conduct business because of a lack of resources.  
Mayo described the recent incident in Ngom-Oromo as unfortunate.

David Nailo Mayo: “The technical committee had put in place on how to proceed. We are supposed to in the dry season to all these areas to first enlighten the people on both sides of the borders and then pout cartographers, the surveyors on the ground all these were put on papers we already agreed. And this new event in Ngom-Oromo is unfortunate because like Kajo-Keji, Ngom-Oromo and Kidepo are supposed to be completely surveyed so that you cross with the knowledge of others just normal neighborly relations with the neighbors.”

Ugandan media is quoting the Ugandan army as saying up to 200 SPLA soldiers invaded Uganda in Lokung.
The Union of Journalists of South Sudan (UJOSS) is demanding the reopening of the Citizen Newspaper and Free voice media organization.  

The Union’s Chairperson Oliver Modi Phillip says the two media houses were shut down by the national security organs two days ago. 

Oliver says the union and other media organizations have written a joint letter to the national security offices. 
Oliver Modi Phillip: “Our position is that we need them to immediately reopen “The Citizen Newspaper” because the citizens of South Sudan are losing information. It is really a shock to us in the media sector because, the security sector, there is a misunderstanding that sometimes leads to such things like closures, there must be a procedure especially in the media laws which we have already received. Because this is not the first and last time that “The Citizen” will cover political stories, so why close it?

The government delegation travels this afternoon to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia for the next round of peace talks.  

IGAD mediators had scheduled the talks to resume today (Wednesday) with both sides expected to present feedback on a proposed compromise deal that was presented by the mediators two weeks ago.  

The President’s spokesperson, Ateny Wek Ateny, says committees that were tasked with scrutinizing the proposal have completed work. He says the government will be presenting its reservations to the mediators.

Ateny Wek Ateny: “The delegation of the government will go to Addis Ababa as planned. The thematic areas that were tasked to compile reports have finished their work and submitted their reports to the President. The government will file some proposals, confirm some part of the proposal and try to reshape some parts, especially those parts where the mediator tries to put special status of Upper Nile in the hands of the rebels, speaks about the ignorance of the people who drew this if the situation.  If they really had knowledge about Greater Upper Nile and its composition, they would not even dream of giving 53 per cent to Riek Machar.” 

A cattle raid in Rumbek East county of Lakes State has left two people dead.  The victims were shot dead at their home in Payok payam late Tuesday night.

 Rumbek East County Executive Director Madit Malual Ater says the attacks is believed to have been a revenge killing carried out by youth from neighbouring Yirol East county.   

Madit Malual Ater: “A group of cattle raiders came and attacked people in place called Payok. They opened fire and killed two people and the run away. They did not take the cattle and people follow them. They were being suspected that they came from Yirol East County, because we learned that it is a revenge killing. This morning I went up to the place of incident. I found two people dead and then I convinced the civilians nobody follow them. There is a lot of people in the bush trying to make revenge, some are trying to loot the cattle, so even they are aware of, they do tell us when there is movement, they said these people are on the way going, there are groups of people going to your area.”
Madit says administrative police have been deployed at the county borders as security personnel pursue the attackers. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The community of Yirol West County, in Lakes State has contributed 75,000 pounds towards the maintenance of the road linking Yirol town to Aluak-Luak payam.  

Yirol West County Commissioner, George Kuac Dhieu says the community was asked to make contributions because the county office does not have the money to fix the route. 

 Kuac Dhieu says an assessment discovered more than 20 black spots that disrupt traffic flow.  

Kuac Dhieu: “We made an assessment from Yirol to Aluak- Luak, and found out we have about 26 potholes causing blockages of vehicles. The community of Yirol sat and contributed, otherwise the county does not have money for the project. It is a project of the community – they contributed whatever they have, whether it is one SPP or five SSP. There is no mandated amount. We are contributing to give to that group mandated to go and collect. What we want is money to buy fuel. We have received 75,000 SSP.”

The South Sudan Red Cross in partnership with the International Committee of the Red Cross has set up water points for communities in Bor County to access clean water.  

The water plants are expected to benefit up to 15-thousand households in the Malou and Acindir areas. 

Most of these communities fled insecurity in Duk and Twic East counties. 

David Gai, Director of the South Sudan Red Cross in Jonglei, says the water plants will prevent the outbreak of water borne disease like cholera.

David Gai: “As you know Jonglei State was hit by cholera that was declared by the ministry of health last month and then you can see that people of Jonglei in Bor have been battling with controlling the outbreak of the cholera, and one of the response is to make sure that they provide clean water to the people of Malou that are affected, and we also made about three distribution centers per each location and this machine is providing clean water to the communities.”
Women at the protection-of-civilians site in Malakal, Upper Nile state have participated in a workshop on conflict management and peacebuilding.  

The one day workshop was organised by the Civil Affairs division at the UN Mission (UNMISS) in collaboration with the South Sudan Council of Churches. The forum attracted 32 participants from different religious faiths. 

UNMISS Acting state Coordinator, Isiaka Adesola Abolurin says the objective of the workshop is to encourage peaceful co-existence among the IDPs and appreciate the role of women in peacebuilding.  
Isiaka Adesola: “I’m glad to note that after the workshop the civil affairs conducted last year, the women have been very proactive in making sure that the POC is conflict free. I commend you for this.”

And in regional news, two children died when a passenger boat capsized after colliding with a fishing vessel in Lake Victoria in western Kenya.

A local official said fishermen responding to distress calls rescued 21 of the 23 people on board the passenger boat and recovered the children's bodies. 

There were no casualties on the fishing vessel. The accident happened in the early hours of the morning.

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Eastern Equatoria State Governor rushes to calm tensions at South Sudan – Uganda border 

· Journalists demand reopening of closed media houses 
· Government delegation travels to Addis Ababa

Radio Miraya news.
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