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Good evening. It is five o’clock and I’m Susan Dokolo. 
The Headlines:
· Statewide demonstrations are held against IGAD-plus proposals 
· Western Equatoria State Governor tours Yambio town to encourage return to normal life 
· Former UNMISS staff call off demonstration as mission works to release pension payments 
Demonstrations have been across the states against the IGAD-plus compromise deal.  

The peaceful demonstrations come one day before government and opposition delegations are set to convene in Addis Ababa for the next round of talks. 

In Juba a group of civil society, youth, members of the Red Army foundation and chiefs marched onto Parliament and handed a petition to the speaker.  

The chairperson of the National Youth Alliance, Akuj Ajang, read out their petition.  

Speaker of the national legislative assembly, Mark Nypouch, received the petitions and promised to deliver them to the IGAD mediators.

In Wau, civil society also led a demonstration against the IGAD proposals.

The civil society activists, joined by citizens and students assembled at Wau stadium and marched onto the UN Mission offices where they presented a petition to the mission leadership. 

Donato Ugali, Chairperson of the state chamber of workers trade Union handed the petition to the state coordinator Winnie Babihuga and appealed UNMISS to forward it to the IGAD envoys.  Ugali read out some of their concerns.  

Donato Ugali: “We civil society organizations in Western Bahr el Ghazal were expecting IGAD to resolve the conflict between the government and opposition through peaceful way. At this crucial moment, we strongly condemn and reject the 53 per cent in power sharing allotted to the opposition in Greater Upper Nile Region which may later result in the division of the country into parts. The two armies during the interim period will lead to loss of trust among us. Demilitarization of the city will deprive the Country from her sovereignty. We request UNMISS to present our rejection on these three points to the negotiators in Addis Ababa”. 

UNMISS State Coordinator, Winnie Babihuga advised the parties to the conflict to commit to peace.  

A similar protest was held in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal.  The civil society groups presented their petition to the UNMISS state office in Aweil.  
Peter Kuom Deng, a civil society member read out their petition.  

Peter Kuom Deng: “Creation of the position of the First Vice President and vacating three gubernatorial positions of the Greater Upper Nile States in clear violation of the transitional constitution of the Republic of South Sudan is a clear manifestation of appeasement and not peace. This sets precedence for rewarding rebels which we strongly condemn and discourage. Riek should only be re-instated in his previous position of vice president and not a new one which does not only reward him but also promotes and puts him a head of a loyal and patriotic leader, the incumbent Vice President.” 

UNMISS State Coordinator Koliab Nahataba received the petition and thanked the demonstrators for their peaceful action. 

He promised to forward their concerns to UNMISS authorities in Juba. 

Koliab Nahataba: “Northern Bahr el Ghazal up to date you have lived in a peaceful manner and we in the UN we recognize this and want to encourage you to continue living in peace and harmony because it is only when you do that that you will be able to achieve what you really want in live. Thank you for your petition. I have received it and I will immediately also share it with my seniors and supervisors in Juba who will actually make sure that your views and concerns reach the IGAD secretariat.”

The demonstrators delivered a similar petition to the state government secretariat. 

Meanwhile political parties and civil society groups in Lakes state have rejected the IGAD-plus proposed compromise agreement.  

The groups met to discuss the proposal and took issue with the power sharing ratios and clauses to do with compensation and reconstruction.   

Gabriel Kuc Abyei, the chairperson of the Africa National Congress party in Lakes State says the power sharing ratios should be revised. 

Kuc Abyei: “53 per cent given to Riek in Upper Nile is ‘no’. It should be 33 per cent in Upper Nile and 33 per cent in the national government to recognize him with special status to accommodate those he wants to accommodate. Also, the same conflict has given birth to other conflicts in the state – arms have in very large numbers come to other states like Lakes and others. The displaced are also here and in Northern Bahr el Ghazal. Also we are rejecting the issue of demilitarization of Juba. This denies us our sovereignty.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Western Equatoria State Governor, Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro, has toured Yambio town to encourage citizens to return to their normal lives.  
Bakosoro met with traders and businesspeople and asked them to reopen their businesses. The visit is meant to reassure the communities following weekend gunfire that left 9 civilians and 4 soldiers dead.  
Bangasi says the situation is returning to normal.

Earlier, commander of the sixth division battalion in Yambio, Major Gen Johnson Juma Okot appealed to the civilian population not to lose trust in the army. 

Maj. Okot: “There must be a reason why there is fear, and that is why we have set a committee to investigate among the investigations they will ask why the civilian population is afraid of the army, why are they afraid of the uniform? The uniform is not a problem.  Individual characters that are within the army can be blamed for that, individual characters within the civilian population who are wrongdoers may be blamed for that. So, the issue of running away, panicking of the civil population about uniforms is a situation which we need to correct as command and leadership of the army.”

Five people, including two children under the age of five have died of hunger in Koch County, Southern Unity State.  

More than 7000 households in Buaw payam are in desperate need of food and medical assistance.  

John Chuol, a community elder in Buaw, says communities are surviving on water lilies. 

The residents say their animals and property were stolen during fighting between government and opposition forces in April this year.  

Authorities in Warrap state have arrested 36 people suspected to have been involved in recent tribal clashes in Gogrial West County.  

Last week’s fighting between youth of the Aguok and Apuok clans left at least 20 people dead. 

Deputy Governor Akec Tong Aleu says the suspects were rounded up in a joint operation by security forces in Gogrial West and Gogrial East Counties.  

Tong Aleu says they were identified by the injuries they appear to have sustained during the fighting.  

Akec Tong Aleu: “We arrest any suspect on those areas specially wounded citizen who are direct suspect at the moment – we surrounded them all and they are now under arrest – In Gogrial East we have almost 14 and in Gogrial west almost 22 all these are directly wounded and we are still moving now with others such that we bring them into custody.”
The UN Mission in South Sudan, UNMISS, says it is taking very seriously demands by former national staff to get paid their benefits. 

The ex-guards held demonstrations outside the UNMISS gates at the mission offices in Juba on Monday and Tuesday demanding payment of their pension.  

The demonstration caused disruption to mission operations and prevented staff from working.  

They were eventually dispersed after a meeting with senior mission management.  

UNMISS spokesperson Ariane Quentier says the former staff are fully entitled to their money and will get paid as soon as possible.  She says the matter is being handled by the UN pension office at the organization headquarters in New York.  

Ariane Quentier: “The pension fund administrations which itself is located in New York headquarters takes care of thousands of UN staff and former staff.  They have an entitlement, we understand their predicament and the importance to be paid especially under the current circumstances to get paid and again, we insist again that it does not depend on us, the paper works is in the pipeline and we’re doing our best to ensure that the people the NYC will expedite the claims to which they are fully entitled.” 

And in regional news, a prominent human rights activist in Burundi has been shot and seriously wounded by gunmen on motorbikes, his family and witnesses say. 

Pierre Claver Mbonimpa was attacked in the capital, Bujumbura.

He was a stern critic of President Pierre Nkurunziza's controversial bid for a third term in office. 

On Sunday presidential aide Gen Adolphe Nshimirimana was killed in an attack on his car in Bujumbura. He was in charge of the president's personal security. 

To end the news, here are the headlines once again:

· Statewide demonstrations are held against IGAD-plus proposals 

· Western Equatoria State Governor tours Yambio town to encourage return to normal life 

· Former UNMISS staff call off demonstration as mission works to release pension payments 

Radio Miraya news.
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